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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 
TAMPA DIVISION 


TONJA BURDEN 
VS . 


********************************** 

* 
* 
* 
* 

CHURCH OF SCIENTOLOGY OF 
CALIFORNIA, FLAG SERVICE ORG , 
INC., L. RON HUBBARD, and 
MARY SUE HUBBARD 


* CASE NO. 

* 80-501- 

* Civ. TK 

* 


* 

********************************** 


VOLUME I 


DEPOSITION OF GERALD 
ARMSTRONG, pursuant to subpoena under the 
applicable Rules of Federal Procedure, before 
Julie A. B1 ooin i ng d a 1 e , Registered Professional 
Reporter in and for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts at the offices of Geller & 


Weinberg, 80 Boylston Street, Suite 910, 
Boston, Massachusetts, on February 10, 1986, 

commencing at 10:13 a.m. 
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A P P E A R A N C E S : 

FLYNN & JOYCE 

(BY: MR. MICHAEL A. TABS) 

400 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston, Massachusetts 02210 

on behalf of Tonj a Burden and the 
deponent, Gerald Armstrong. 


MR. ERIC B. BLUMENSON 

56 Temple Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02114 

on behalf of the Church of Scientology. 


GELLER & WEINBERG 

(BY: MR. ROGER GELLER) 

80 Boylston Street 
Suite 910 

Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

on behalf of the Church of 
Scientology. 


MR. MICHAEL LEE HERTZBERG 

275 Madison Avenue 

New York, New York 10016 

on behalf of Mary Sue Hubbard. 
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§ T I P U L A T I O H 

MR. TABB: For the record, 

can we have who is representing who since 
there are a number of defendants here? 

MR. BLUMENSON: Surely. My 

name is Eric Blumenson, I'm representing the 
Church of Scientology of California. 

MR. HERTZBERG: I'm Michael 

Lee Hertzberg, and I'm representing Mary Sue 
Hubbard. 

MR. TABB: I'm Michael Tabb, 

I represent the plaintiff, and I also 
represent the witness Gerald Armstrong. I 
take it there are no attorneys present for 
either Flag Service or Ron Hubbard today. 

MR. BLUMENSON: That's right. 

Shall we stipulate to the normal stipulations 
that all objections and motions to strike are 
reserved except as to form and privilege; that 
the transcript will be signed in the presence 
of a notary; and we will dispense with -- 
waive filing if it can be done under Florida — 

HR. TABB: I believe Florida 

requires that you don't file it. That's fine. 
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Before we get started, we just want to make a 
brief statement about another stipulation that 
we were led to believe exists. 

Mr. Armstrong, as I'm sure 
you're both aware, has been deposed on 
numerous occasions. We have 18 days in 
different cases of deposition testimony and 21 
days of trial testimony. I can read off the 
cases and the days if you want. It was our 
understanding when this deposition was taken, 
and my understanding from Mr. Geller and 
myself, we are not here to answer questions 
that we've answered before. We've stipulated 
that any deposition testimony and any trial 
testimony in any other related Scientology 
case can be used at trial as if it was taken 
in this case. Consequently, there is no need 
to go ove r — 

MR. BLUMENSOIJ: Why don't 


you read — 


MR. TAB B: This 
recollection. There may be more, 
longer. He was deposed in McLean 
in the Cooper case for two days. 


is his best 
They may be 
for two days 
in his own 


/ 
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case for five days, 11 days on the stand in 
actual trial, and Christofferson for two days, 
ten days on the stand in actual trial. 

HR. BLUMENSON: I think the 

names of the cases are sufficient. 

MR. TABB: VanSchaick for 

three days. Church of Scientology versus Flynn 
one day, the probate case in re the estate of 
L. Ron Hubbard was one day, and Hollersheim 
versus Church of Scientology was two days. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Let me say 

in response to that that we're going to 
endeavor, as I believe the stipulation reads 
or the agreement that you have memorialized in 
a letter from Roger Geller reads that we will 
endeavor not to duplicate prior testimony, 
although it may be necessary to ask questions 
to set the stage as a preliminary matter for 
further questions on subjects that were 
covered before, for further questioning that 
was covered before. That's my understanding 
from reading that letter. Is that your 
understanding? 

MR. TABS: My understanding 
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was we weren't going into areas that had 
previously been covered before. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Into the 

same questions, right. 

!1R. TABB : I assumed if we 

covered an area in length, we're not going to 
go back and try to dig up every little 
millimeter that may not have been touched. 

MR. BLUMENSON: All right. 

That, GERAL D A RMS TR ON G, 
first having been duly sworn on oath, deposes 
and says as follows: 

DIREC T EX AM INATION BY MR. BLUMENSON: 

Q. Would you state — 

MR. HERTZBERG: Before you 

go on, I'm going to make the observation that 
counsel for Mary Sue Hubbard has not deposed 
or examined Gerald Armstrong in any of these 
cases with respect to the allegation in the 
complaint in the Tonja Burden case which is 
the matter we're here on today. And I am not 
going to, in any kind of anticipatory fashion, 
limit the scope of my examination of the 
witness . 
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MR. TABS: Maybe I'll put it 

in that Mary Sue Hubbard has been a party to 
at least three of the allegations that Mr. 
Armstrong has been deposed. Although he has 
been extensively deposed about Tonja Burden, 
we will go into Tonja Burden. This case, 
however, is not about Gerald Armstrong, we are 
not going to rego into every aspect of his 


life . 

MR. BLUMENSOM: All right. 

Q. Would you state your name and address, 
please? 

A. Gerald Armstrong, 400 Atlantic Avenue, 
Bos ton . 


Q. Is that your residential address? 

A. Yeah, mailing address. 

Q. Do you live at 400 Atlantic Avenue, 
Boston? 

A. A great deal of the time. 

Q. Do you have your personal possessions 
there? 


A. Some . 

Q. Do you sleep there? 
A. Rarely. 
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Q. 

Where do you usually sleep? 


MR. TABB: I'm going to 


object to that on the grounds that it''s not 
relevant. Mr. Armstrong has been chased all 
over the country by the Church of Scientology, 
he's been moved several times. If you need to 
contact him, you can contact — 



MR. 3LUMENS0N: Note the 

refusal 

to answer that. 

Q. 

Is that your business address as well, 


400 Atlantic Avenue? 


A. 

It's where I get my mail. 

Q. 

Do you do any work there? 

A. 

Yes . 

Q. 

Are you employed by a company there? 

A. 

Yeah . 

Q • 

And what is the name of that company? 

A. 

Flynn & Joyce . 

Q • 

Are you employed by any other 


corporations or businesses at that address? 


A • 

Q • 

No . 

And what is your payment for services 

at that 

address? 

MR. TABB: We're going to 
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object to that. 

MR. ELUMENSON: What's the 

grounds for you objections? 

MR. TABS: It's his only 

personal position. We don't ask what Church 
members are compensated for. 

MR. BLUMENSON: I really see 

it as entirely relevant for this case. 

MR. TABS: Mr. Armstrong 

makes more than the minimum wages. If the 
judge makes it known that he needs to know, we 
can go into that at the time. 

Q. Do you do work there for attorney 
Michael Flynn? 

A. Yes. 

Q. He is also your counsel in your own 
case; is that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. What case or cases is he counsel in 
for you? 

A. I don't follow your question. 

Q. He's representing you in -- is he 
representing you in more than one case? 

A. You mean me as a party? 
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Q. That's right. 

A. I'm a party in one case. 

Q. Okay. And does he provide any other 

legal services for you other than in that case? 

MR. TABS: V7e're going to 

object to that on the grounds of attorney- 
client privilege. 

Q. Do you perform services for Michael 
Flynn in your capacity as an employee? 

MR. TABB: I believe he's 

answered that question. He says he works for 
Michael Flynn. 

Q. What kinds of duties do you have in 

that -- 

A. Paralegal. 

Q. And can you tell us what kind of 
paralegal work you do in that job? 

A. I do paralegal work, whatever comes up. 

Q. Do you investigate? 

A. Define investigate. 

Q. Do you interview witnesses? 

A. Yes . 

Q. And do you interview witnesses in 
Scientology litigation? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. And do you draft any discovery 
requests? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Do you draft interrogatory responses? 

A. I haven't. 

Q. Have you been consulted in drafting 

interrogatory responses? 

A. I haven't drafted any. 

Q. I asked whether you had been consulted 

in the drafting of interrogatory responses. 

A. I don't know of any that have been 
drafted since I've been there. Whether or not 
the information which I provide is utilized in 
that manner, I have no idea. 

Q. And do you work on any legal memoranda? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And all of these things, the 
interviewing of witnesses, the drafting of 
discovery requests, and the working on legal 
memoranda, do those all concern Scientology 
litigation? 

A. No . 

Q. What Scientology litigation have you 
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performed these services in? What cases? 

MR. TABB: This is getting 

to attorney-c1ient — work product, and I 
don't think we have to determine — Mr. 
Armstrong is employed at the office, he works 
on the cases. I don't think we have to go 
into exactly what he does for the office. 

MR. BLUMENSON: I think we 

do, and I will assert our right to that 
information. It's very relevant to his status 
as a witness in this case. 

MR. TABB: Identify the 

cases, Gerry, no further. 

A. Armstrong, Burden. I don't know. 

That's all I can think of right now. 

Q. Do you think it’s more than five cases 
that you've worked on, five Scientology cases 
for Michael Flynn? 

A. I doubt it. 

Q. Have you drafted discovery requests? 

A. We've gone into this already. 

Q. I'm asking requests as opposed to 

responses. 

MR. TABB: You asked whether 
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he's drafted documents, requests, I believe, 
which are discovery requests. 

Q. Have you advised Michael Flynn or your 
attorneys or the other attorneys in the office 
on deposition preparation? 

MR. TABB: That's 

attorney-c1ient and it's also work product. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Why is that 

attorney-client? 

MR. TABB: One of the cases 

he's working on is Armstrong, and also there 
are cases as to — Scientology cases. How v/e 
prepare for depositions is not a concern of 
the Church of Scientology. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Let me state 

I'm not asking for the content of this 
preparation, and I will exclude from the 
question his preparation for his own Armstrong 
case . 

Q. Other than that case, have you advised 
Michael Flynn or his associated counsel in 
preparing for depositions? 

A. Too broad a question. That's like — 
makes no sense. Makes no sense to me. 
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Q . Has he talked with you about 
depositions in other cases? 

A. I don't — you know, if he asks me to 
make a phone call to find out if someone was 
available at a time, would you call that 
advising him as to a time? 

Q. Has he done that? 

A. I'm asking how broad — are you 
looking at whether or not if someone called in 
and I took a message and I advised him that I 
received a message? Is that advice? I'm not 
giving him legal advice. 

Q. Have you given Michael Flynn or his 
associated counsel any advice on the content 
of the depositions in cases other than your 
own involving Scientology? 

A. I don't believe so. 

Q. What are your hours of work? 

A. That's none of your business. 

Q. Are you refusing to answer that 
quest ion? 

A. I think that it's, you know, it will 
be used by you in some way to hurt or destroy 
me, and I think that it's just inappropriate. 
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Q. In what way would our knowledge of the 
hours of your work for Michael Flynn be used 
to destroy you? 

A. Do you use private investigators? Do 
they hit people? Do they run into people? 

HR. TABS: They certainly 

follow people. 

A. They run into them, they hit them. 

I've been mugged, and these people here have 
brought phony charges against me here in 
Boston. 

Q. Have you been mugged in Boston by a 
member of the Church of Scientology? 

A. I don't know if they were members, 
they didn't leave their calling card. They 
were probably ordered by the founder. 

Q. And that's purely your speculation; is 
that correct? 

A. I don't know . 

Q. Do you have any knowledge of the 
founder L. Ron Hubbard ordering that you be 
mugged in Boston? 

A. It's the policy. 

Q. And what policy are you referring to 
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that -- 


A. Destr uction 

o f 

enemies. 


Q. So you 

have 

no 

knowledge at 

all that 

L. Ron Hubbard 

gave 

a 

specific order 

saying 


that Gerry Armstrong should be mugged, do you? 

A. No, but his policy. 

Q. You have no evidence that he gave an 
order pertaining to you since you've moved to 
Boston; isn't that correct, pertaining to you 
specifically? 


A. 

Q. 

Michael 

A. 

Q. 


That’s correct. 

Now, when did you start working for 
Flynn? 

September 1935. 

And do you have a work contract with 


him? 


A . 
Q. 

governs 

A. 


I don't follow what you mean. 
Did you have a written contract 
your terms of work? 

No . 


that 


Q. And are you paid on an hourly basis? 


A. No. 


So • 


A . 


Are you paid an annual salary? 

I'm paid a salary. You know, if it's 
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calculated annually or weekly, who cares. 

Q. Well, you are paid a salary. Is there 
a set salary? 

A. Obviously. If you work a year, you 

get paid over a year. I don't get paid once a 
year . 

Q. No. But is there a figure for the 
total amount that you're going to be paid over 
the course of a year that you know at this 
time? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Okay. And what is that figure? 

MR. TABS: We're not going 

to answer that. 

MR. BLUMENSON: What’s the 

basis of your refusal? 

MR. TABS: Again, it's 

Mr. Armstrong's private business. It's not 
relevant at this lav/suit. 

MR. BLUMENSON: I'm going to 

state for the record that I think these are 
very revalent because Mr. Armstrong is a 
projected witness in this case, and I believe 
it goes to any bias or interest he has in the 
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case . 

MR. TABS: I think every 

member of the Church of the Scientology, just 
about everybody, is going to testify by your 
side is paid by the Church of Scientology. I 
think they would object to us going to their 
support. I think Mary Sue Hubbard receives 
support from L. Ron Hubbard. She's also 
receiving, apparently, legal fees for the 
Church of Scientology of California. I object 
on those grounds. If you think it's very 
important, you can take it to the judge — 

MR. BLUMENSON: All right, I 

believe we will. 

Q. In addition to your annual salary, do 
you have any other financial terms with Mr. 
Flynn relating to your work for him? 

A. No . 

Q. Do you have any interest in a 
contingency fee he might receive in any cases 
other than your own Armstrong case? 

A. No . 

Q. Has he asked you to be a witness in 
the Burden case? 
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I'm here 


I'm testifying 


What do 


2 0 


you think? 

Q. Do you intend to be a witness at trial 
in the Burden case? 

A. It seems likely. 

Q. And have you discussed that you will 
be a witness without the need of a subpoena? 

A. I'm not folio wing your questioning. I 
think it's quite obvious that I’m here today, 
I'm already a v/itness. 

Q. I'm simply asking has Michael Flynn or 
anyone else asked you to testify at the trial 
of Tonja Burden. 

MR. TABS: Who Michael Flynn 

decides is going to testify at the trial of 
Burden is work product. It's clearly — who 
we choose is clearly how we prepare the case. 
If -- 


MR. ELUMENSON: You're 

refusing to answer that question? 

MR. TABS: Refuse to answer 

the question. On the other hand, I think it's 
highly likely that Mr. Armstrong will appear. 

Q. When you -- how many cases have you 
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testified in already regarding the Church of 
Scientology in trials? 

A. Three. 


Q. Would you name those? 

A. Church of Scientology v. Armstrong, re 
B & G Wards, Christofferson v. Scientology, 
Hubbard, et a 1 . 

Q. Okay. Did you travel to England to 
testify at the B & G Wards trial? 

A. That's correct. 


Q. And were your expenses paid for that 
by Michael Flynn? 

A . No . 


Q. Who paid your expenses for that? 

A. The attorneys who represented the -- 
one of the parties. 

Q. Can you give those names? 

A. The parties in re: B & G Wards. 

0. No, the name of the attorney who paid 
your expenses to England. 

A. In the firm of Tweed ie and Prideaux, I 


think. So — I don't know who paid it. 

Q. Were you paid anything beyond your 
travel and living expenses in England? 
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A. I was paid a visit by some private 
investigators who harassed me at the airport, 
if that's what youmean. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike that as non-respons i ve . 

Q. Were you paid any money or services by 
these lav/yers or Michael Flynn in addition to 
your air fair and travel expenses, hotel 
expenses and food expenses? 

A. No. 

Q. Now, in your own case, the Armstrong 
case, what was your financial arrangement with 
Michael Flynn for his defense of you in that 
case? 

MR. TABS: I don't think 

that's relevant to the Tonja Burden case. 

We're not going to answer it. 

MR. BLUMENSON: I think it's 

very relevant to the issue of bias in this 
litigation. 

MR. TABS: We're not going 

to answer that. 

THE WITNESS: And I've 

answered it before, go on. 
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Q. If you've answered it before, a waiver 
appears on the record. Can you state what 
your financial — and by the way, I have no 
knowledge of the question that you claim to 
have answered , but if you say you've answered 
it before, then clearly there is no 
attorney-client privilege at this point. 

MR. TABB: If we've answered 


it before, then it's part of the record. 

Q. In which deposition did you say what 
your financial arrangement was with Flynn on 
the Armstrong case? 

A. Armstrong. 

Q. In the deposition? 

A. Undoubtedly. 

Q. Undoubtedly. Does that mean that you 
don't have a recollection? 


A. That's correct, in the deposition. 

Q. And -- one second. 

(Pause . ) 

Q. Can you be more specific as to where 
in this deposition you answered that question? 

A. It was five days of deposition, it's 
within those five days. 
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Q. Have you reread that deposition 
recently? 

A. No . 

Q. VJhen was the last time you — did you 
ever read the deposition? 

A. I guess so. 

Q. I'm sorry, what was your answer? 

A. I answered it. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Can you read 

back the answer? 


(The reporter read the 
record as requested.) 

Q. And how long ago was that? 

A. 1982 through '84. 

Q. So you've read it on a sporadic basis 
through that two-year period? 

A. It was in one of the depositions which 
was taken in that period. 

Q. Which lawyer asked you the question 
about your financial arrangements in the 
office? 


(Whereupon Mr. Seller 


entered the room.) 


MR. TA3B: Mr. Blumenson, 
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why don't you read the depositions. We're not 
going back into what's been done before. We 
don't have a lot of time to take this man's 
deposition. There is not a lot of time in 
this case. Why waste it? 

MR. BLUMENSON: Well, first 

of all, regarding time, I understand there was 
a stipulation with Roger Geller that the 
deposition — that Mr. Armstrong will be 
available for as much as five days if 
necessary. 

MR. TABS: No, that was 

never the stipulation, and Mr. Geller is 
shaking his head. First of all, we were told 
three days. And second of all, I don't know 
if we ever agreed to it. We were just told 
you expected us here for three days. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Okay. I 

stand corrected. Now, secondly, it's our 
position that if you were going to assert that 
a question was asked and answered, you should 
be able to produce that question. 

MR. TABB: There are 19 days 

of depositions— 
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THE WITNESS: We'll do that. 

MR. BLUMENSON: And what I 

propose as a way of dealing with this is, when 
you say a question has been asked and answered, 
we will defer that question generally, unless 
there is good cause not to, and give you an 
opportunity tonight to find that answer so 
that we know that it has been asked and 
answered. 

The only alternative is that 
there may be a very incomplete record which 
would compel us to obtain an order to continue 
this deposition at another time, which I would 
prefer not to do. 

(Whereupon Mr. Geller left 

the room.) 

Q. Can you tell me what your objection is 
to answering the question as to what your 
financial arrangements were for Flynn's 
defense of you in the Armstrong case? 

A. First of all, I've already answered it. 
But secondly, there is no arrangement. Does 
that answer your question? 

Q. Did Mr. Flynn donate his services to 
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defend you in the Armstrong case? 

A. Obviously. 

Q. And did he ever present you with any 
expenses or list of expenses he had paid in 
the Armstrong case? 

A. NO . 

Q. And it’s your understanding that he's 
not going to present you with such a list. 

A. We've never discussed it. My 
understanding is that costs were assessed to 
your client in that case. 

Q. Prior to that case being tried, you 
had never discussed whether you would be 
responsible for expenses; correct? 

A. My recollection is there was some 
discussion between me and my attorneys, the 
contents of which and the agreement which came 
out of it, if there is such a thing, I don't 
even recall . 

Q. Was there a written agreement covering 
your expense — 

A. No . 

Q. -- or covering the financial 
arrangements on the Armstrong case? No? 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 







1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

19 

11 

12 

1 3 

14 

1 5 

16 

1 7 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2 3 

24 


23 


A i 


:orrect. 


Q. And did you receive any monies from 
Michael Flynn or his law firm pertaining to 
that case ? 

A. No . 

Q. Did you receive any money pertaining 
to your testimony in the Chr i stofferson case? 
A . No . 


Q. Did you receive expenses in the 
Christofferson case? 

A. I was given a place to stay. 

Q. Have there been any discussions 
between you and Michael Flynn or any of his 
associate counsel concerning your share of any 
potential settlement in the Church litigation? 

A. Asked and answered. 

Q. In what deposition? 

A. Right now. You asked it. 

Q. I'm saying any general settlement. 

A. (No response.) 

Q . Have there been discussions? 

A. Of what? 

Q. Of your share of any general 
settlement in Church litigation. 
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A. There is no general settlement. 

Q. If the Burden case were settled or 
tried with a judgment to Burden, would you be 
reimbursed for any expenses or compensated in 
any way? 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. Have there been any discussions on 
that ? 


A. Ho. 

Q. Nov;, does your salary from Michael 
Flynn have any fee sharing or profit sharing 
terms in it? 


A. No. 


in that 
M ichael 

A . 
Q. 

Michael 


Who is your — do you have a superior 
lav; firm, or do you work directly with 
Flynn? 

The question makes no sense. 

Do you work for other lawyers than 
Flynn in that law firm? 


A. Yeah. 

Q. And who are those? 

A. Whatever lawyers are in the firm. 
Q. What lawyers are in the firm? 

MR. TABB: Go ahead and 
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answer that. 


A. Michael Tabb, Adah Rose B i 11 e r b aum, 
Carol Muller, Robert Joyce, William Sheridan. 
Did I miss any? 

Q. Have you got any arrangement to work 
for a set period of time for Mr. Flynn? 

A. No . 


Q . When the Scientology litigation is 
disposed of, do you intend to continue working 
for Mr. Flynn? 

A. Go fuck yourself. 

Q. And why did you say that, Gerry? 

A. That's a stupid question. You tell me 

Q. I'm just asking you a question. When 
the Scientology litigation is completed, do 
you have any arrangement with Mr. Flynn 
whether you would leave his employ or continue 
in his employ? 

A. Am I dead by then, or not? 

Q. Do you think you'll die before the 
Scientology litigation is completed? 

A. Stupid questions, go on, get on with 

i t. 

Q. Do you -- I would like an answer to 
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that question. Do you have an employment 
arrangement with Mr. Flynn that you understand 
will survive the end of the Scientology 
litigation? 

A. I don't understand your question. 

Q. What don't you understand about that 
question? 

A. I don't understand anything about it. 

Q. All right. At some point do you 

expect the Scientology litigation to end? 

A. No . 

Q. Do you expect your case to be tried? 

A. Yeah . 

Q. After your case is tried, do you 
intend to continue working for Michael Flynn? 

A. That's a stupid question. 

Q. Are you going to refuse to answer any 

question you consider stupid? 

A. It makes no sense, I can't answer it. 

MR. IIERTZBERG: Could the 

record reflect that the witness is 
gesticulating and raising his voice. 

MR. TABS: The record should 

also reflect that the witness is extremely 
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upset. 

THE WITNESS: That's the 

stupidest question I've ever heard. How the 
fuck do I know what's going to happen five 
years from now? 

MR. HERTZBERG: Well, it 

seems to me that if the witness -- the witness's 
last response seems to indicate that he did, 
in fact, understand the question. And it 
seems to me that the answer to that question, 
then, would have been no, he doesn't know. 

But I really think -- 

THE WITNESS: How can you 

possibly know? 

Q. So it's a fair statement that you 
don't know whether you're going to continue 
working for Michael Flynn after the 
Scientology litigation is completed. 

A. I don't know if I'm going to walk out 
and be dead five minutes from now. You tell 
me how you know. 

Q. Are you capable of telling the truth 
today? Is there any reason why you wouldn't 
be able to tell the truth today in this 
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A. That's a stupid question. 

Q. Will you answer that, please? 

A. I answered it right at the beginning 
to this young lady. 

Q. Is there any reason that you are 
unable to tell the whole truth today in this 
deposition? 

A. You know, I -- 

Q. You can't answer that yes or no? 

A. I answered it, you know. I -- 

Q. Can you answer that question yes or no? 

A. I've answered it. There is no reason 
why — you know, who knows what it is. 

Q. So is it true that you cannot answer 
that question yes or no? 

A. What's the question? 

Q. Is there any reason why you cannot 
give us the complete and whole truth today in 
this deposition? 

A. Only if I don't know it. But who 
knows the whole truth. You tell me. Do you 
have it? 

Q. So are you saying that every one of 
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your answers by necessity is going to be 
incomplete? 

A. No. If that's your interpretation of 
it, that's fine. But that's not what - - 
that's not it. 

Q. Do you have a problem telling the 
whole truth in any of the questions that I've 
asked you so far? 

A. No. 

Q. Are you on any medication currently? 

A . NO . 


MR. BLUMENSON: Could you 

mark this document for identification? And 
I'm looking at a subpoena to Gerald Armstrong 
and an attachment to the deposition subpoena. 

(Armstrong Deposition 
Exhibit 1 was mark'd for identification.) 

Q. Mr. Armstrong, have you seen this 
Exhibit 1, a subpoena to you? 


A. Yes . 

Q. And are you here pursuant to that 
subpoena? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did you bring the documents that 
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are listed in the attachment to the subpoena? 

A. I don't have any of these documents. 

Q. You don't have any of the documents in 
any of those categories? 

A. No . 

MR. TAB 3: Either the 

documents are privileged, or in response to 
category number 10, the question is broad. 

Q. Okay. Let's go over that one by one. 

MR. HERTZBERG: Before you 

do that let, me see if we can agree on the 
record there has been colloquy between counsel 
for the witness and counsel for the plaintiff, 
and Ilr. Blumenson and myself, and we just want 
to confirm on the record the understanding 
amongst the parties or amongst the counsel 
present here that Mr. Armstrong will be 
available for deposition in this matter to be 
examined by Mr. Blumenson and/or by myself 
over a course of three days, this being the 
first day. Correct? 

MR. TABS: Providing the 

deposition testimony relates to Tonja Burden 
within the realms of the stipulation. 
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MR. BLUMENSONs Right. 

Provided also that we have questioning rather 
than endless colloquys with counsel. We ought 
to make that proviso. 

Q. Let me go through these that are in 
the attachment to deposition subpoena. Do you 
have any Scientology materials, documents, 
correspondence, memoranda, or writings of any 
nature relating to Tonga Burden? 

A. No . 

Q. Did you ever have such materials? 

A. What is this? Scientology material 
relating to — no. 

Q. Did you have any correspondence with 
To nja Burden? 

A. No . 

Q. Did you — were you her guardian? 

A. Define it. 

Q. Were you ever assigned to be her 
guardian -- assigned to be her legal guardian? 

A. Something like that. It wasn't — it 
was not a legal guardian. It was not a legal 
guardianship, it was a quasi guardianship. So 
there was a document of some sort giving me 
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of Tonj a. 

Q. Can you define what you mean by quasi 
guardian? 

A. Well, it was not legal. There was no 
legal assignment by any court of any kind. 

Q. Was there an assignment by Tonja 
Burden's parents? 

A. Yeah. I don't have that document, 
your organization does. 

Q. Did you ever testify that you probably 
had that document in a file somewhere? 

A. It's in the organization's files. 

Q. What year did you become her guardian 
by written permission of her parents? 

A. 1976. 


Q. And how old was Tonja Burden then, do 
you know? 

A. No . 

Q. You don't know? 

A. What year was she born? 

Q. Strike that question. Which parent 
signed the -- 

A. You have the document, I don't have it. 
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I think you should — we've asked that all 
these documents be produced, and, in fact, 
there is orders from various courts that they 
be produced. It's absolutely inappropriate 
that you withhold the documents and then ask 
me about it. 

Q. Okay. I have a memory that you have 
said in the past that you had the document, 
and I would think that you should have 
produced that document according to this 
subpoena — attachment to deposition subpoena. 

A. From whence does your memory come? 

Q. I will obtain that information. Nov;, 
do you have a recollection of signing the 
document yourself taking over guardianship of 
Tonj a Burden? 

A . No . 

Q. But you willingly accepted the 
guardianship. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And 

A. It was not a guardianship, it was a 
phony document. It was required to get around 
some legal problems. It was not a 
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guardianship. It was a phony document. 

Q. Did you understand that that 
arrangement gave you any responsibilities 
towards the care and guidance of Tonja Burden 
at all? 

A. No. The responsibility was the 
organization's. This was something which was 
required to get around the fact that she was a 
minor . 

Q. Okay. Did she join the Church of 
Scientology with her parents' permission, to 
your knowledge? 

A. You're asking me questions that I 
couldn't possibly answer. 

Q. Have you ever met her parents? 

A. Yes . 

Q. Did you meet them in between the years 
1973 and 1976 when you became her — 

A. No . 

Q. -- quasi guardian? 

A. No. 

Q. Okay. V7hen the parents signed a 
document turning over her care to you, did you 
take that as placing any responsibilities on 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
723-9432 





1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

1 2 

13 

1 4 

15 

1 5 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2 2 

23 

2 4 


you at all? 


4 0 


A. There — I had the responsibility of 
being there . 

Q. By "being there," did you — could you 
define what you mean by "being there"? 

A. That's all that was required, just 
suddenly there was this document, everyone who 
was a minor had these documents, and someone 
was assigned. 

Q . Everybody who was a minor who joined 
the Church v/as required to have a guardian in 
the Church. Is that what you're saying? 

A. Well, this was at Flag. This was at a 

certain level in the organization. I can’t 
tell you at the bottom of the heap if that's 
the way it was, but it was at this level, and 
Tonja was a young girl. 

Q. All right. So all you know is frcm -- 
what you have knowledge of is that every minor 
was required to have a guardian in order to be 
in Flag or be in the Church. You have no 
cases that are contrary to that. 

A. All I know — well, I know about Tonja, 
certainly. 
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Q. Do you have of anybody who was a minor 
in the Church who did not have a guardian 
appoin ted ? 

A. Don't know. 

Q. Now, in these cases and in — strike 

that. In Tonja's case in particular, Tonja 
would not have been permitted to participate 
in Flag unless her parents had signed over 
guardianship to someone in the Church? 

A. I can't say. I believe that this was 

a later rule which came down probably after 
1975 after they moved ashore. 

Q. Do you know anybody — 

A. She only became — I only became her 
guardian for a brief period, and I was not 
allowed to communicate with her as her 
guardian. 

Q. What was the period of your 
guardianship? 

A. Some months in 1976. 

Q. And did you have no communication with 
her during that time? 

A. No . 

Q. You had none? 
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communication, but it was cut off. There was — 
there became a period when I was not allowed 
to communicate to her. 

Q. While you were her guardian? 

A. Cor rect . 

Q. That's in 1976? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Who gave you an order net to 
communicate with her? 

A. L. Ron Hubbard. 

Q. And L. Ron Hubbard personally told you 
verbally not to communicate with her? 

A. L. Ron Hubbard ordered me to the RPF, 
and L. Ron Hubbard set the rules regarding the 
RPF. 


Q. Did L. Ron Hubbard ever specifically 
in writing or verbally tell you not to talk 
with Tonja Burden — 

A. Yes . 

Q. -- by name? 


A. No. 

Q. And what you're saying is that you 
went to the RPF; correct? 
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A. 

L. Ron 

Hubbard assig 

n ed 

me to 

the RPF. 

Q. 

Did L. 

Ron Hubbard g 

i ve 

you a 

verbal 

order 

to go to 

the RPF? 





A. Telex. 


Q. And do you have that telex? 

A. That's amongst the documents which you 
have never produced. 

Q. What did you do with the telex after 
you received it? 

A. I was shown the telex. 

Q. And who showed it to you? 

A. LRH personal communicator Kim Burkhart 

Q. And do you remember the date? 

A. July 1, 1976. 

Q. When you went to the RPF, were you 
married to Terry at the time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did she continue as guardian for 
Tonja at the time? 

A. Well, we were still the guardians, we 
were both assigned to the RPF, but neither of 
us could talk to her. 

Q. She was in the RPF with you at the 
same time, Terry was? 
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A. Correct. 

Q. Did Tonja Burden have any other 
g uardians? 

A. Annie and Charlie Rush. 

Q. Is that before or after you were the 
guardian? 

A. Before. 

Q. Now, would you explain what you meant 
by the legal problems that required a guardian 
to be appointed? 

A. Guardian's office ran into various 
legal problems because of the abuses that — 
of people which were going on, and it was a 
rule which was established to circumvent these 
things. 

Q. To circumvent what things in 
particular? 

A. The fact that minors we r e involved. 

Q. Well, isn't it a fact that the Church 
of Scientology and Flag in particular did not 
accept minors without their parents' 
permission? 

A. It's probably true. 

Q. And that the requirement of a guardian 
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was a way that legal documents were drawn up 
to assure the parents' permission as part of 
the reason? Isn't that true? 

A. That's one way of stating it. 

Q. And the guardian documents were also 
written up so that there would be someone that 
the minor could turn to and who would be there, 
to use your terminology. Isn't that true? 

A. No, that wasn't the purpose of it. 

Q. Did you have any responsibility 
towards Tonja Burden with regard to her 
medical care? 

A. No . 


Q. Did you ever arrange for her to 
receive medical care? 

A. No . 


Q. Did you ever receive notice of her 
obtaining medical care? 

A. No . 

Q. Did you feel that you had any 
responsibility to see that she was healthy? 
A. No . 


Q. Did you feel that you had any 
responsibility to see that she was -- received 
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A. No . 

Q. Did you care about her at all? 

A. Yeah. I liked her very much. 

Q. And did you do anything that you 
considered helpful to her during the time you 
were both in Scientology? Did you do anything 
you considered helpful at the time? 

A. No. I think I helped destroy her life. 

Q. At the time did you feel that's what 
you were doing? In 1976 did you feel, quote, 

"I am destroying Tonja Burden's life"? 

A. Didn't consider it at the time. 

Q. Did you want to help her in 1976? 

A. I want to help everyone. 

Q. In 1976. 

A. Uh-huh (affirmative response). 

Q. That's yes? 

A. Yep . 

Q. And were you, in other words, 
sincerely motivated to help people then? 

A. No, I was conned in. I was duped. I 
was defrauded. I was raped, pillaged, 
plundered. 
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strike that as non-responsive. 

A. I think it answered you perfectly. 

Q. I asked you whether in 1976 you were 

sincerely motivated to help people. You 
thought that you were helping people. 

A. No, and I said I was conned, I was 
defrauded. Your organization hurt people and 
I was an instrument of that. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike as non-responsive. 

THE WITNESS: Move to 

reinstate . 

Q. Did you bring or — strike that. Did 
you — do you have any correspondence 
addressed to you from Tonja Burden between 
February 1974 and August 1974? 

A. I answered that already. 

Q. I'm sorry, I don't think you did. 

A. You asked me if I had any 
correspondence, I said no. 

Q. All right. Did you ever have any 
correspondence from her between February '74 
and August '74? 
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A. I don't believe so. 

Q. Did you ever have correspondence 

addressed to you from Tonja Burden between 
August '74 and October '75, during the period 
of time from which she first boarded the 
Apollo until the time she got off the ship in 
Daytona? 

A. I don't believe so. 

Q. Did you ever receive any 

correspondence from Tonja Burden at all? 

A. I don't recall any. There would have 
been, within the external communications 
bureau, communications of various sorts; that 
is, the LRK where she worked for — external 
communications bureau where she worked for me 
as a junior in 1976. So there would have been 
communications, perhaps notes, orders, from 
that period. But I don't have them, your 
organization does. 

Q. Did you ever possess them? 

A. While I was the -- in LRH external 
comm . 

MR. HERTZBERG: At this 

point, I want to — I suggest that we find out 
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what the witness means by "the organization." 

It's a term he's used several times during the 
course of his deposition, and I think the 
record should reflect what he means v/hen he 
uses that term. 

Q. Why don't you answer that question. 

A. It's the body of Scientology including 
L. Ron Hubbard, Mary Sue Hubbard. 

Q. Did you ever receive or - - strike that. 

Do you possess any correspondence addressed to 
you from Michael Flynn since November 7th, 

1977? 

A. What? 

Q. Do you possess any correspondence 
addressed to you from Michael Flynn since 
November 7th, 1977? 

MR. TABB: Yes or no, Gerry. 

A. There may be something. I don't know. 

Q. Did you make any effort to find it? 

A. It's clearly attorney-client privilege. 

Q. Are you saying that anything that 
Michael Flynn sent you from November 7th, 1977, 
would be attorney-client privilege? Is that 
your po sitio n ? 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
793 - 043 ? 





1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

1 6 

17 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

2 3 

24 


50 


A. Yeah. 

Q. Do you have -- all right. We'll -- 

MR. TABB: That's a legal 

question. I don't think Mr. Armstrong's 
competent to answer that question. 

Q. Well, the fact is that you never even 
looked to see what correspondence you had from 
Michael Flynn was, did you? 

A. I don't know that I have any. But if 
there is any from Michael Flynn, it fits that 
classification. 

Q. So you've never made an effort to find 

i t . 

A. I wouldn't even know where to look. 

Q. What have you done with the documents 
that you have received over the years that you 
kept in your personal -- in your home prior to 
moving to Boston? 

A. What documents are you talking about? 

Q. Well, for example, any correspondence 
addressed to you from Michael Flynn since 
November 7th, 1977. 

A. I have no idea if there is any. 

Q. Did you — do you have any 
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correspondence addressed to you from Malt 
Logan since November 7th, 1977? 


A. 

I don't believe so. 

Q. 

Is Walt Logan an attorney of yours? 

A. 

No . 

Q. 

Do you have any attorneys other than 

Michael 

Flynn and the associated counsel in 

Flynn & 

Joyce ? 

A. 

Contos & Bunch . 

Q. 

And are they representing you on any 


case other than the Armstrong v. Scientology 
counterclaim at this point? 


A. 

No. 

Q. 

Other than Contos & Bunch and Flynn & 


Joyce, you have no other attorneys currently. 



MR. TABB: Let roe confer 

with my 

client for a moment. 

(Pause.) 

Q. 

Can you answer that question after 


consulting with your counsel, Michael Tabb? 


A. 

What was the question? 

Q. 

The question is, other than Contos & 


Bunch and Flynn & Joyce who apparently both 
represent you in the Armstrong v. Church 
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counterclaim, do you have any other attorneys 
representing you on any legal matters? 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. Since 1980 have you consulted any 
other attorneys on any legal matters than 
Contos & Bunch and Flynn & Joyce and their 
assoc iated -- 

A. Yeah, one. Rob Kilborne. 

Q. Was that related to Scientology 


A. It’s with respect to a lawsuit, yes. 
Q. With respect to a lawsuit against the 
Church? Is that what you're saying? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Where is Rob Kilborne? 

A. I have no idea. 

Q. Where did you consult with him? 


A. In Boston . 

Q. Is he a Boston attorney? 

A. No . 

Q. Was he introduced to you by Michael 
Flynn? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Who else was present at this meeting? 


EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 5 

1 6 

17 

1 3 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2 4 


53 


•* 

Mike Tabb may have been there. 

Q. 

What was the date of this meeting, as 


closely as you can remember? 


A. 

Maybe three months ago. 

Q. 

And where did the meeting take place? 


Was it in Michael Flynn's office? 


A. 

Yes . 

Q • 

Would you spell Kilborne? 

A • 

KILBORNE. 

Q. 

Is he a member of a law firm? 

A. 

Of wh ich firm? 

Q. 

Of any law firm. 

A. 

Yeah . 

Q. 

Do you remember the name? 

A. 

Herbert Hafif. 

Q. 

I'm sorry? 

A. 

Herbert Hafif. 

Q. 

Can you spell that? 

A. 

HAFIF. 

Q. 

And was the purpose of this meeting 

related 

to the Armstrong counterclaim? 

MR. TABB: We're not going 


to go into that, that's attorney-c1 ient 
privilege . 
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MR. BLUMENSON: Note the 

refusal to answer. 

Q. Did you ever attend any meetings — 
strike that. Do you have any copies of 
correspondence from you addressed to Michael 
Flynn since November 7th, 1977? 

A. I may have something. 

Q. Did you make any effort to find it? 

A. Yeah. I looked. 

Q. And where did you look? 

A. In my files. 

Q. Where are your files? 

A. In the office. 

Q. 400 Atlantic Avenue? 

A. Are you going to have it burglarized 
now with your sleazy Pi's and ripped off? 

MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike as non-respons ive . 

A. 3y the way, I'd like to make another 
claim at this point for return of my 
manuser ipt . 

Q. This is a deposition. Can we try to 
go by the r ules? 

A. I think it's appropriate now that I've 
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been reminded of it. Your client possesses my 

manuscript. 

HR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike as non-respons ive to any question. 

THE WITNESS: Or your client 

does . 

Q. Your personal files are now located in 
Michael Flynn's office? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And did you go through those files to 

find correspondence from you addressed to 
Michael Flynn? 

A. Yep. 

Q. And did you find any? 

A. Yep, one letter. 

Q. And did you produce it today or can 

you produce it today? 

A. No, I can't. 

Q. Will you bring it tomorrow? 

A . No . 

Q. And what is the reason? 

MR. TA3B: It's attorney- 

client privileged. 

Q. Did this pertain to your Armstrong 
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counterclaim, this letter? 

A. No, to the defense action. 

Q. Did you consult with anyone about this 
letter when you saw it? 

A. No . 

Q. Did you check for any correspondence 
or — strike that. Are there any 
correspondence from you addressed to Walt 
Logan since November 7th, 1977? 

A. Not that I know of. 

Q. You have no memory of any such 
correspondence, in other words. 

A. Well, I do know I sent some, or I gave 
some materials to Walt Logan, and he hasn't 
returned them yet. But it's already come up 
in another deposition. 

Q. Do you have any materials, documents, 
publications, correspondence, memoranda or 
writings of any nature relating to Scientology, 
the Church of Scientology of California, or 
the Church of Scientology of Florida? Do you 
want to see this clause 10, what I just read 
to you? 

A. Yeah, I got some. 
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Q. Did you make any effort to produce 
that tod ay? 

A. No. It's just too broad. 

MR. TABB: That's too broad 

a request. Mr. Armstrong was a member of the 
Church for 14 years. For the last three or 
four years he has been involved, and the 
litigation of the Church people are asking him 
to bring every paper he possesses. Vie object 
to the request as it is too broad and 
burd ensorae . 

Q. Do you have any materials, documents, 
publications, or correspondence relating to 
Tonja Burden's period in the Church of 
Scientology? 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. Did you at any time ever have such 
documents? 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. Did you do any work on discovery 
requests or answers in the Burden case in 
particular? 

A. That's been answered. 

Q. Is the answer yes? 
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It's none of the 


HR. 


other side's business of how we prepare 
discovery requests. 

MR. ELUMENSON: This is a 

witness in the Burden case I'm asking. 

MR. TABB: And I'm saying 

he's also an employee of Flynn & Joyce and a 
paralegal, and we have a right not to disclose 
how we prepare our case. 

Q. You testified that you drafted 
interrogatories; correct? 

MR. TABB: I believe he 


testified that he hadn't drafted 


interrogator ies . 

A. I'm — no, I haven't. I may have in 
my own case, but I can't even recall and I 
doubt it. 


Q. You don't think you even drafted 
interrogatories in your own case? 

A. I don't think so. 


MR. HERTZBERG: I would note 


for the record in response to the objection 
that counsel made, that it is not, at least my 
position, that by hiring somebody who is a 
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material witness, identified by the plaintiff 
as a very material witness, in fact -- 

MR. TABS: Identified as a 

crucial witness in 1982, as one of the 
important witnesses the case — 

MR. HERTZBERG: May I finish 

with that, please? 

MR. TAB3: Sure . 

MR. HERTZBERG: I don't 

believe that the hiring of somebody can thwart 
the discovery questions that are relevant such 
as the one that you have apparently instructed 
Mr. Armstrong not to answer that was just put 
to him by Mr. Blumenson. And I would suggest 
that it is very material whether Mr. Armstrong 
drafted any form of written discovery that was 
propounded to any of the defendants in this 
case and that he should be allowed to answer 
that question. 

MR. TA3B: I can't see how 

it's possibly relevant. I can't see how any - 
how we draft any discovery mechanism, how we 
draft any request has anything to do with the 
concern of any of the defendants. I can't see 
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how it would be relevant to us to ask about 
the defendants' legal memoranda and legal 
discoveries drafted by members of the legal 
bureau. 

It's simply not relevant to 
this case. It is clearly protected by the 
attorney-client — by the work product 
privilege, and I disagree with you, Mr. 
Hertzberg. If you wish to press it, that's 
your concern, but we're not going to answer 
the question here. 

MR. BLUMENSON: I'm going to 

ask a couple more questions in this matter 
which will obviously be taken up in the court, 
but I want to make a record of this. 

Q. Did you help draft any responses to 
discovery requests from -- requests served on 
any party or witness in the Burden case? 

MR. TABS: Me object— 

A . NO . 

MR. TABB: -- refuse to 

answer. 

MR. HERTZBERG: He answered. 

Q. Okay. Did you just answer no? 
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A. Read the question. 

(The reporter read the 
record as requested.) 

A. Correct, no. 

Q. Have you talked with any people you 

know will be witnesses in the Burden case? 

A. Answered already. 

MR. TABB: And we've — 

Q. You've said that you've interviewed 
witnesses. But have you interviewed witnesses 
in the Burden case? 

A. That I know to be witnesses that will 
be in the Burden case? Don't know who the 
witnesses are going to be. 

Q. Have you interviewed any people 

concerning the Burden case or concerning the 
facts alleged in the Burden case? 

MR. TABB: He is an employee 

of our office. How we conduct our litigation 
and prepare our case is none of the concern of 
any of the defendants. I instruct the witness 
no t to answer. 

MR. BLUMEN5 ON: I'm adopting 

Mr. Hertzberg's statements a moment ago. You 
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can't cloak this witness with any kind of 
immunity by hiring him or paying him money. 

MR. HERTZBERG: As a second 

prong of my observations, I don’t believe that 
your interpretation of the work product 
privilege here is correct under the law in any 
event . 

MR. TABB: That's a controversy 

for another time and place. 

MR. BLUMENSON: If you're 

going to assert the work product privilege, 
and I disagree with your interpretation of it, 

I think that we're certainly entitled to an 
answer to the question of whether he 
interviewed people. I haven't asked the names 
of these people yet. But has he interviewed 
people about the Tonja Burden case or the 
events concerning Tonja Burden. 

MR. TABB: I'm still going 

to instruct the witness not to answer. 

Q. Have you played any role in the 
preparation or strategic preparation of the 
Burden case? 

MR. TABB: That's a compound 
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que s t ion 


MR. BLUMENSON: I'll 

rephrase it. 

Q. Have you played any role in the 
strategy decisions in the Burden case? 

A. Ho . 


Q. Have you spoken with Tonja Eurden 
since you left the Church? 


A. Yes. 


Q. When was the first time? 

A. A month ago. 

Q. You'd had no contact with her — have 
you had any communication with her? 

A. It might be two months ago, but it's 
in that period. 

Q. Have you had any communication with 


her from 19- -- December 1981 until two months 


ago at all? 
A. No . 


Q. What were the circumstances of your 
meeting with Tonja Burden two months ago? 


A. I never met Tonja Burden. 

Q. What was the circumstances of your 
communication with her two months ago? 
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A. I called her. 


Q 


Why did you call her? 


A. Business. 

Q. What was the business? 

MR. TABB: It was in 

preparation of this case, and we're not going 
to go into the — to help prepare for the 
plaintiff's case. 

Q. Did you — 

MR. HERTZBERG; Is that an 
instruction not to answer? 

MR. TABB: Yes, not to go 

any further than he did speak to Tonja Burden 
about this case. 

Q. Did Tonja Burden tell you anything 
about the circurnstances of her life in the 
Church during that conversation? 

MR. TABB: That's both 

attorney-client privileged and work product 
privileged, instruct not to answer. He's a 
paralegal for the plaintiff performing tasks 
for the plaintiff. I believe the Church of 
Scientology has frequently asserted that its 
paralegals are protected by the attorney- 
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Q. Are you paid any particular sum of 
money that corresponds to your work on the 
Burden case? 


A. Question makes no sense. 

Q. Well, do you receive an overall salary, 
or do you receive -- 

A. Answered already. 

Q. --do you receive salary based on the 
time you spend on a particular project? 

A. I've answered it already. 

Q. Mo. I think you said it didn't matter 
to you whether it was an annual salary or an 
hourly salary. 

A . What difference does it make — 

MR. TABS: I believe that 


Mr. Armstrong made it clear that he receives a 
flat salary. 

Q. If you call Tonja Burden and have a 
conversation with her for an hour, do you bill 
for that time? 


A. No. 


IiR. HERTZBERG: Can we go 

off the record for one moment, please? 
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(A discussion was held off 


6 6 


the record.) 

MR. TABB: Do you want to 

break for five minutes? 

MR. BLUHENSON: Yeah. 

(A recess was taken.) 

MR. BLUMENSON: We're ready 


to resusne . 

Q. Have you ever received any medical or 
health records pertaining to Tonja Burden? 

A. Whatever you people have got. 

Q. Do you have any memory of receiving 
health or medical records concerning her? 

A. No . 

Q. Do you have a memory that you didn’t 
receive health and medical records pertaining 
to her? 


A. No . 

Q. You don't know either way. 

A. Whatever you've got. I have no idea 
what — 

Q. I'm asking you for your testimony, not 

for what we have, but for your testimony. 

A. And I've told you on both counts I 
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don't recall. 

Q. So you may have received medical or 
health records. 

A. The only reason I'm putting that in is 
because undoubtedly you're going to pull some 
document out that you've been holding 
somewhere, and my testimony is going to — you 
people know, you've got the documents. You've 
not produced them in spite of several court 
orders to produce these documents. You know 
what there is, and I don't have anything. 

MR. BLUMENSON: All right. 

I move to strike that as non-responsive, but I 
will say that part of it pertaining to court 
order that we are obligated to produce. 

Q. I will say that I'm not aware of any 
court orders in the Burden case that we have 
failed to produce documents. 

A. Armstrong case. 

\ 

Q. All right. The Armstrong case is 
another case which I do not believe has any 
bearing on Tonja Burden. 

MR. TABB: Then why are we 

asking Mr. Armstrong questions which has 
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bearing on the Armstrong case? 

Q. I asked -- the question exactly was, 
have you ever received medical or health 
records pertaining to Tonja Burden? 

A. And I said I don't recall any. 

MR. HERTZBERG: I would also 

like at this juncture, since the spector of 
some orders are being raised in the Armstrong 
case, Mrs. Hubbard is not a party to that case 
and is not the subject of any order that I'm 
aware of. If she is, I'd like that to be put 
to my attention. But I am pretty confident in 
my position . 

MR. BLUMENSON: Okay. 

Q. Now, did you make any effort, after 
receiving this — strike that. You received 
this subpoena a couple weeks ago, did you not? 

A. x Something like that. 

Q. And did you make any effort at all to 
check the items that are listed in this 
subpoena duces tecum and see if you had any? 

A. Yeah, I did. 

Q. And which items does that "yes, I did" 
refer to? All of them? 
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A. All of them. I looked over the whole 
thing. 

Q. So you looked for all the items listed, 
number 1 through 11? 

A. Most of them. I knew I had none, so I 
didn't look. 

Q. But you did know that you had 
correspondence with Flynn; correct? 

A. Well, I know there is one letter of 
some sort. 

Q. And you did know that you had 
correspondence addressed to you from Michael 


Flynn 

since 

November 

•77; right? 

A. 

No , 

I couIdn' 

t find any. 

Q. 

Did 

you make 

an effort to look for 


correspondence addressed to you from Michael 


Flynn? 


A. Yeah, but I couldn't find any. 


So you did make that effort. Are you 


married currently? 


A. No . 


What were the dates of your marriage 


to Terry Gamboa Armstrong? 


A. December 10, 1974, through, I guess, 
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some tine in 1978 . 

Q. Did you separate prior to that time as 
a form of dissolving the marriage prior to '78 
or not? 

A. We were split up a number of times. 

Q. All right. Nov/, did you — you left 
the Church in December '81; is that correct? 

A. I hesitate to call it a Church. I 
left the organization -- I left Hubbard's 
employ in December '81. 

Q. Okay. And you left — did you 
consider yourself an employee of Hubbard or 
the Church of Scientology? 

A. Been answered a thousand times. 

Q. Can you answer that, please? 

A. Go on to the next question. 

Q. It will be a lot quicker if you just 


answer now. 

A. No. I've answered. 

Q. Can you state what deposition you've 
answered that in? 

A. Probably ten. 

Q. State one . 

A. Armstrong. 
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MR. TABS: Armstrong. 

Q. Who asked the question? 

A. Mary Sue Hubbard's attorney. 

Q. Okay. Will you produce that question 
tomor row? 

A. No. 

MR. TABB: No. That was a 

major point in the Armstrong case. It was 
litigated to the hilt. The record is replete 
with questions regarding who he is employed by. 
Let's not waste time. 

MR. HERTZBERG: Why doesn't 

he just summarize, because there has got to be 
a complete record for this case. For purposes 
of litigating the Burden case, you cannot just 
go and run around and pick and choose from a 


thousand 

other transcripts 

. Iam 

sure 

Mr . 

Blumenson 

i s 

not going to 

explore 

this 

a t 

length . 

But 

let's have Mr 

. Armstrong, 

from 


his recollection, give us the recapitulation 
of what he said in that. 

THE WITNESS: You want a 

recapitulation of everything I've said in 18 
depositions, 21 days of trial testimony? 
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I1R. HERTZ BERG : No. 

Q. This is a preliminary question anyway. 
You considered yourself an employee, first of 
all; correct? 

A. Well, you tell me what it was. I mean, 
in a way it was like a slave. I was a slave 
of L. Ron Hubbard. I wasn't paid a wage. 

Q. When you left in 1981, did you leave 
of your own determination? 

A. You're getting into religious beliefs 

here, or what? 

Q. No. Did you decide to leave in 1981? 

A. I decided to leave; that's correct. 

Q. And when you decided to leave, did you 
then leave? 

A. I left . 

Q. And when you joined the Church, which 

was what year? 

A. I never joined the Church. 

Q. You refuse to call the Church of 

Scientology a Church? 

A. There wasn't a Church then. 1969 it 
was called Scientology. It was a franchise, 
it was not called a Church. 
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Q. Was this in Canada? 

A. Cor r ec t. 

Q. And was it called a mission? 

A. Franchise. 

Q. It was called franchise of Scientology? 
Is that what it was represented to you as? 

A. Yeah. They were called franchises. 

Q. When you joined, was it — did you 
know that it was a part of an organization 
called the Church of Scientology, or not? 

A. No. It was called Scientology. It 
was called Scientology little mount and was 
what I joined. It was not called a Church. 

Q. And you joined of your own free will, 

did you no t ? 

A. Well, you know, I was defrauded into 
it. It was based on fraudulent representa¬ 
tions, so I suppose freely I was freely 
f r a ud ed . 

Q. People told you things about 
Scientology which you believed; correct? 

A. L. Ron Hubbard stated things which he 

stated as truth. 

Q. And you believed these things; correct? 
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A. I guess initially, initially you 
believe it. 

Q. And as a result of your believing it, 
you joined what you call Scientology; correct? 

A. Yeah. And — this was gone into so 
many times in so many contentions and so many 
depositions and at every trial, it is just — 
it's been asked and answered 100 times. 

Q. After you left in December 1981, what 
was your next employment? 

A. That's been gone into. 

MR. TABB: This has been 

gone into . 

A. A thousand times. 

Q. Can you give us the list of jobs 
you've held from 1981 to the present? 

MR. TABB: We've done that 

before. 

MR. ELUMENSON: I don't 

believe so. 

A. Yeah, you have. 

Q. When was your last deposition, Gerry? 

A. June . 
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Q. In which case? 

A. Hollersheim. 

MR. HERTZBERG: June of what 

year? 

THE WITNESS: 1985. 

Q. I would like, in capsule form, the 
employers you had from 1981 -- December 1981 

to the present. 

MR. TABB: We've given them 

before. Till what? When was the last time 
you went through it? We'll give them till the 
last deposition we went through. 

A. The subsequent employer is — well, 
you know, I'm -- you've got everything except 
for Flynn & Joyce, who I am currently doing 
work for . 

Q. Prior to working for Flynn & Joyce, 
how long a period of unemployment was there 


immed i a t e1y 

before 

that? 


A. 

Oh , 

I don ' 

t know, a year, more. 


Q. 

You 

think 

it was as much as two years? 

A. 

Yeah 

. ' 84 

— no, not — year and 

a 

half. 





Q. 

Year 

and a 

half. And during that 

time 
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how were you meeting your living expenses? 


A. 

I wasn't 

• 



Q. 

Did 

yo u 

go into 

debt? 


A. 

Yeah 

• 




Q. 

And 

who 

did you 

borrow money 

f r om ? 




MR. TABB: None of 

your 

bus iness 

. We'r e 

not going to answer 

that. 

Q. 

Did 

you 

receive 

any welfare 

f r om the 

state? 






A. 

No . 





Q. 

Did 

yo u 

receive 

any funds from Michael 


Flynn? 

A . No . 

Q. Did you receive any funds from any 

associates of Michael Flynn or any 
corporations he's an officer in? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you receive money from your 

parents? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. About what was your income in 1984? 

A. You know, that's just completely 

inappropr iate . 

MR. TABS: What's the basis 
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of — why do you need Mr. Armstrong's income 
regarding the Burden case? 

MR. BLUMENSON: This again 

goes to his bias or interest in this case. 

MR. TABB: You don't think 

there is enough on this record to show that 
Mr. Armstrong it biased? 

MR. BLUMENSON: I think we 

have a right to go into the nature of his bias, 
but if you want to stipulate that he's bias — 

THE WITNESS: Speaking of 

stipulations, I'll stipulate if you guys open 
up your books I'll certainly make my available. 

MR. BLUMENSON: You can 

depose me if you want, but this is your 
deposit ion . 

MR. TABB: Someday, Mr. 

Blumenson, it may come to that. 

Q. In 1984 did you have an income that 
was less than $2,000? 

MR. TABB: How do you define 

income? Are you talking about earned money? 

Are you talking about money being borrowed? 

Q. Let's talk about money being earned 
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first. Did you earn less than $2,000? 


A. No. 

Q. About how much did you earn? 

MR. TABS: It's no concern. 

Q. Are you currently — you say you're 
currently earning more than a minimum wage; 
correct, working for Flynn? 

A. It was answered, right? 

Q. Is that correct? 

A. It's answered, right? 

Q. This is called setting the stage for 
the next question. That's correct, isn't it? 

A. Yeah . 

Q. When was the last previous year when 
you earned as much money as you're earning 
working for Michael Flynn, if any? 

A. Never. 

Q. And — 


A. As much. You mean exactly that amount, 
right? 


Q. No. Have you ever earned as much or 
more than you're earning from working for 
Michael Flynn now? 

A. Have I? 
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Q. Yean. 
A. Yeah . 


C 


And what job was that, or jobs? 


A. You know what, Feldsott, Lee & Van 


Geraert . 


Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


Was that a law firm? 

Uh-huh (affirmative response) . 

And what year were you working there? 
'82, '83, and the beginning of '84. 

And why did you leave that law firm? 
Because your client forced a trial in 
the spring of '84 . 

Q. And did you arrange to return to that 
law firm after your trial or make any effort 
to make such an arrangement? 

A. They got rid of the position that I 
had, or they refilled it or something. 

Q. Did you ever approach them about 
getting your job back? 

A. I talked to them once, but it just was 


inappropr iate . 

Q. Who said it was inappropriate? 

A • I did# 

Q. So you didn't want that job back, in 
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other wo r d s. 

A. I didn't have any choice. 

Q. You had the opportunity to take that 
job back but you didn't want it? 

A. I didn't have any choice, no. 

Q. Now, are you receiving a substantially 
lower salary from Flynn than you did from that 
other law firm? 

A. You know what, this is completely 
inappropriate. You're the most abusive 
individual I think I've ever met, and that's 
absolutely inappropriate. You guys have 
destroyed my life in every opportunity you can 
and — 

MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike as non-respons ive . 

Q. Can you answer that question? 

A. I've answered it. 

Q. Are you going to refuse to answer that 
quest ion? 

MR. TABS: It's no concern. 

Mr. Armstrong's personal finances are of no 
concern. He made more money at his prior 
position than he does now. Do we ask you how 
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much money Scientology is paying you, Mr. 
Blumenson? I'm sure it's a great deal more 
than Mr. Flynn is paying Mr. Armstrong. 

MR. BLUMENSON: This goes 

directly to Mr. Armstrong's interest or bias 
as a witness, and I think we're entitled to an 
answer . 


I'll ask another question 
and note the refusal to answer that question. 

Q. Did you seek any other employment 
during the year and a half of unemployment 
before you started working for Flynn? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did you obtain any other 
employment except -- were you accepted for any 
other jobs? 

A. No. 

Q. Where did you apply for a job? 

MR. TABB: That's no concern 

No concern. Not going to answer that. 

Q. Whose idea was it that you work for 
Flynn? Did you propose it or did Flynn 
propose it? 

A. I don't know if it was a proposal, but 
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it originated with me. 

Q. And when did you move to Boston? 

A. I've answered it already. 

Q. You answered when you started working 
for Flynn. 

A. S ame time. 

Q. And when you proposed working for him, 

what did you say you would like to do for him? 

A. I don't know that I said. 

Q. When you came to Boston, did Michael 
Flynn help you find a place to live? 

A. You'll have to define "help find." 

Q. Well, when you came to Boston, did you 
have a house already arranged? 

A. No . 

Q. How long after you moved to Boston did 

you obtain a place to live? 

A. A few days. 

Q. And did Michael Flynn help you in that 
endeavor in any way ? 

A. I was in the office, I used the 

telephone. Is that help? You know, you — 

Q. Michael Flynn made no — did Michael 
Flynn suggest any place you might live? 
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A . No . 

Q. Do you live alone? 

A . No . 

Q. Do you live v/ith anybody connected 
with Scientology litigation? 

A. I have no idea. 

Q. What's the name of your roommate or 

roommates ? 

MR. TABB: We're not going 

to get into that. 

THE WITNESS: Are they going 

to become targets now, too? Destroy their 
lives? 

MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike as non-respons ive. 

THE WITNESS: Aw, shut up. 

Q. Can you state the -- strike that. How 

did you meet your roommates or roommate? 

A. It's clearly inappropriate. 

Q. Did you advertise? 

A. No . 

Q. Did you answer an advertisement? 

A. Yes . 

Q. Did you ever read Tonj a Burden's 
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comp1ain t ? 

MR. TABB: Which complaint? 

There are three . 

Q. Any of the complaints against the 
Church of Scientology of California. 

A. May have, don't recall. 

Q. Did you ever read any of her 

interrogatory answers? 

A. I don't believe so. 

Q. Did you ever talk with Mr. Tabb or 

Mr. Flynn about her case? 

A. Undoubtedly. I'm here today. 

Q. And did you talk with Mr. Tabb or 

Mr. Flynn within the last three days about 
this deposition? 

MR. TABB: We're his 

attorneys. I think that probably would have 
been appropriate. 

A. Yes . 

Q. And did you talk about the nature of 

her claim, the particular events that she's 
making with your attorneys — with — 

A. Within the same three days? 

Q. Yes. 
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A . IJo . 

Q. Have you ever talked with them about 
the claims that she's making against the 
Church? 

MR. TABB: Mr. Armstrong's 

conversations with us are protected by the 
attorney-c1 i ent privilege. 


MR. BLUMENSON: His 

conversations about Tonja Burden are? 

MR. TABB: His conversations 

with regard to Scientology. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Let's 
restrict this to Tonja Burden. 

Q. Have you had any conversations with 
your attorneys about the events Tonja Burden 
claims happened to her while she was in the 
Church? 


A. Yeah. 


Q. 

within 

A . 

Q. 


Ton j a 


A. 


Did you have any of those discussions 
the last three days? 

I don't think so . 

How many times have you discussed 
Burden's case with Tabb or Flynn? 

No recollection. 
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Q. Would it be over 20? 

A. That her name has ever come up? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Probably. 

Q. Would it be over 50? 

A. Doubt it. 

Q. Did you read Tonj a Burden 1 s deposition? 

A. No . 

Q. Now, you said two months ago you spoke 
to Tonja Burden on the phone. Is that the 
only conversation you've had with her since 
she left the Church? 

A. There may be — maybe two or three 
times. 

Q. And is that all within the last two 
raonth s ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And who called whom in let's take the 
first conversation first? Who called whom? 

A. I think I called her. 

/ 

Q. And was this at Mr. Flynn's request or 
on your own decision? 

MR. TABB: We are going to 

object there. That's the work product 
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privilege. It was along the preparation for 
Miss Burden’s case, and how our office 
prepares for Miss Burden's case is no — 

Q. Miss Burden talked to you about her 
case in that conversation; is that correct? 

A. I don't know if it was about the case 


or not. 

Q. Did she talk to you about the events 
that occurred to her in the Church of 
Sc ientology? 

A. Which conversation are you talking 
abo u t ? 


Q. The first conversation. 

A. No . 

Q. In any of the conversations. 
A. No . 


Q. Did she talk with you about events 
that had occurred relating to the Church of 
Scientology after she left the Church? 

A. Yes . 

Q. Did she claim any particular 
harassment against her? 

MR. TABS: We're not going 

any farther, work product. I instruct the 
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witness not to answer. 


THE WITNESS: It's 

interesting, though, that you knew to zero in 
on harassment immediately. 

MR. BLUMENSON: That's her 


compla int. 


THE WITNESS: That's your 


client's activities. 


MR. BLUMENSON: You’re going 

to refuse- to answer any questions about what 
Tonja Burden told you about harassment. 

MR. TABB: That's correct, 

on the grounds of work product. 

MR. BLUMENSON: And you're 

going to refuse to answer any questions about 
what Tonja Burden may have said regarding 
Church of Scientology generally? 

MR. TABB: Uh-huh 

(affirmative response) , yes. 

MR. BLUMENSON: And you're 

asserting the attorney-client privilege or 
work product privilege? 

MR. TABB: We're asserting 

the work product privilege in that Mr. 
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Armstrong works for the office and was working 
in preparation of this case. 

MR. HER7ZBERG: It's just 

interesting that Mr. Armstrong was not as 
specific about what he was doing when he spoke 
to her as you seem to be. 

Q. Were there any witnesses to these 
conversations with Tonja Burden? 

A. I don't understand the other counsel's 
comment there, it made no sense. I'm hung up 
on it, got it misunderstood. 

Q. Why don't we take this up — 

A. He finds something divergent between 
our two statements? 

Q. Were there any witnesses to this — to 
any of these three conversations you had with 
Tonja Burden? 

MR. TABS: I believe the 

witness said two or three. 

Q. Two or three. 

A. Witnesses? No idea. 

Q. Well, did you call or did you take the 
phone calls in the offices of Michael Flynn? 

A. Correct. 
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Q. Was anyone else in the room? 

A. I can't recall. There may have been. 

Q. Was it on a speaker phone? 

A. May have been. 

Q. And who else might have been there? 

A. Mike Tabb. 

Q. What about Michael Flynn? Could he 
have been — 

A. He may have, too, but I don't recall 
if someone else was present or not. 

Q. Now, during the time that you've been 
working for Michael Flynn, have you been doing 
any other kind of gainful employment? 

A. You'll have to — 

Q. Have you received any other income 

from any other source during the time you've 
been working for Michael Flynn? 

A. Witness fee. 

Q. And that's it. 

A. Uh-huh (affirmative response) . 

Q. Did you file income taxes in 1985? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And did you receive income from some 

employment in 1985 other than Flynn? 
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MR. TABB: It's not 

important, and we're not going to answer the 
question. Mr. Armstrong is entitled to a 
little bit of privacy, I believe. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Note the 

refusal . 

A. Not according to them. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike that as non-respons i ve to the question. 

I should just say that as a 
continuing matter, when there is a refusal to 
answer, that these are being deferred for 
potential court consideration. 

MR. TABB: I understand that. 

MR. BLUMENSON: I'm not 

going to say that each time. 

Q. Now, have you made yourself available 
to testify in any of the -- in any and all of 
the cases that Michael Flynn has against the 
Church of Scientology? 

A. The question makes no sense. 

Q. Has there been any discussion with you 
about what cases you're going to be testifying 
in against the Church of Scientology? 
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MR. TABB: Again that would 

be attorney-client -- not attorney-client, 
work product privilege of who our office 
chooses to use as witnesses. 

MR. BLUMENSON: I'm asking 

this witness, this deponent whether he intends 
to testify in various trials against the 
Church . 

MR. TABB: lie may not know. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Well, I'm 

asking him whether he does. 

Q. Do you have plans to testify in any 
additional Church — Scientology litigation? 

A. If I'm called on, and if my testimony 
is germane, I'd testify. 

Q. And if Michael Flynn asks you to 
testify in any of his litigation against the 
Church, you would do so without compensation 
other than expenses; correct? 

A. Yeah, I guess so, but that's — you 
know, you may have included something in that 
question that's overly broad, because that 
hasn't happened. 

Q. Have you ever refused to testify in 
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any case that you've been — against the 
Church of Scientology that's been presented to 
you? 


A. Well, I've only been 
and I've testified in two, I 
my own. 


asked in three, 
guess, aside from 


Q. You've been asked in three. Was there 
one that you didn't testify in that you were 
asked to testify in? 

A. No. My own I was hardly asked to 


testify. 

Q. Okay. 

A. So I've only testified in two other 
than my own. 

Q. And did you testify in Clearwater 
hearings? 


A. No. 

Q. In your work for Michael Flynn, do you 
handle any calls from the press? 

A. Yeah . 


Q. And in the past months have you talked 
to members of the press? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Can you tell us who those are? 
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Robert Lindsey, New York Times; Robert 
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Welkos, Joel Sappell, Los Angeles Times, 
somebody — now, you guys held a press 
conference here, and, they gave a whole bunch 
of information about me to the press here, and 
I think you gave a whole bunch in Los Angeles, 
and I was called . 

THE WITNESS: What's the 

name of the guy you work with here? Works for 
you in the Globe. 

Q. Who are you referring to when you say 
"you"? 

A. Well, the organization, they held a 
press conference about me here not too long 
ago, and they gave this person a whole ton of 
material about me, so he says. I just forget 
his name . 

MR. BLUMENSON: Well, I move 

to strike anything non-respons ive to the 
answer regarding what the Church may have 
talked to or people in the Church may have 
talked to . 

Q. I'm asking who you talked to, okay? 

A. It's someone at the Globe, and he 
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received a bunch of -- well, they can identify 
him because he was — 

Q. Go you talked to the Globe — in the 
past month you've talked to the Globe, the New 
York Times, and the Los Angeles Times at least; 


is that 

correct? 


Yeah, I think that's it. 

Q. 

Have you talked to any other news 


paper s? 


A. 

Not that I recall. 

Q. 

Have you talked to any TV or radio 


stations? 


A. 

Not that I recall. 

Q. 

In the past four or five — since 


September 1985, since you've worked for Flynn, 
have you talked to additional journalists or 
media representatives? 


A . 

Not that I recall. 

Q. 

Have you attended any press 


conferences? 


A. 

No . 

Q. 

Have you been on any television shows, 

to your 

knowledge? 

A. 

No . 
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Q . Okay. Is one of the reasons that 
you're working for Michael Flynn so that you 
can participate more fully in his litigation 
against the Church? 


A. 

That's like saying is one of the 

reasons 

you worked so that you can work. 

Q. 

Could you answer that question, please? 

A. 

No. Makes no sense. 

Q. 

You're indifferent about whether 


you're working on Church litigation or any 
other litigation for Michael Flynn? 


A. 

I have no choice. 

Q. 

Because Michael Flynn tells you what 

to work 

on? 

A. 

I have no choice. What else can I do? 

Q. 

You mean that you have no choice but 

to wo r k 

on Church litigation when Michael 


Flynn tells you to work on Church litigation? 


Is that 

what you mean? 

A. 

It's not that simple. 

Q. 

Well, tell T.ie, has there been any 


discussion with Michael Flynn about whether 
you would like to work on Church cases or like 
not to work on Church cases? 
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A. I don't think there has been such a 


discussion. 


r\ 

V • 


You're indifferent about whether 
you're working on Scientology litigation or 
other 


A. Are you? I mean, do you have other 


clients? 


Q. I'm asking you. 

A. Well, makes no sense. I don't get 


your question. 

Q. I'm asking you whether you have any 
preferene — 

A. Do I like this? 

Q. — do you have any preference working 
for Flynn whether you work on Church 
litigation or non-Scientology legal matters? 

A. I've never made a differentiation 


except — I mean — no. 

Q. You don't have any preference one way 
or the other. 

A. On working for it? Working on it? 

Q. Yeah . 

A. Well -- 

Q. Did you prefer to work on Church 
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litigation, or do you prefer to work on non- 
Church litigation for Flynn? 

A. I've never questioned that. 

Q. You don't have any preference at this 
point today. 

A. (No response.) 

Q. Is that correct? 

A. I can tell you this, that it is -- 
it's extremely trying to deal with any of it. 
It's extremely difficult, and it's traumatic. 

Q. But you have not expressed any 
preference for working on other matters that 
Flynn deals with other than Church cases; 
isn't that correct? Strike that. 

You’ve never asked him to let you work 
on non-Scientology litigation instead of 
Scientology litigation, have you? 

A. I'm the only paralegal in the office. 

I do whatever I can to help out in all 
departments. 

Q. And you've never told him you don't 
want to work on Church litigation; correct? 

A. Mo . 

Q. That's correct, right? 
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A. Right. 

Q. And why do you say that you have no 
choice but to work on Scientology litigation? 

A. I suppose I have a choice, and the 
other choice is to starve. 

Q. Okay. And have you starved at all or 
come close to starving in the two years before 
you worked for Flynn? 

A. It's been awfully cold. 

Q. Have you had a place to live in those 
two years -- do you want to take a break? 

MR. BLUMENSON: Why don't we 

take a five-minute break. 

(A discussion was held off 

the record.) 

MR. BLUI1ENSON: Back on the 

record . 

Q. You want to continue this deposition 
at this time? 

A. You do, I don't. 

Q. Do you want to take a break now? 

A. I don't care what you do. I don't 
have any choice. It's going to continue. 

Q. Are you doing any writing about the 
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Church of Scientology now, or have you been in 
the last year ? 

A. What's the Church of Scientology? 

Q. Have you ever heard of the Church of 
Scientology? 

A. Yep. I've never mentioned it in 
anything that I've written. 

Q. Have you written anything about 
Scientology or L. Ron Hubbard in the last year? 

A. Things about L. Ron Hubbard. In fact, 
you have a manuscript which was stolen from my 
trunk which still has not been returned and I 
wo uld dearly — 

Q. What evidence do you have — strike 
that. What year was this alleged manuscript 
stolen? 

A. We've gone into it before. You know 
very well about the manuscript and you know 
whose got it. I would like it back. 

Q. If you don't want to talk about it in 
this deposition, if you refuse to answer 
questions, I will move to strike your 
references to the manuscript if I cannot 
examine you on it. 
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A. I want it back. I want the manuscript. 

Q. Are you going to answer any questions 
about what happened with that manuscript? 

A. You know all the details. I've 
answered them in great detail. 

Q. Are you refusing to answer any further 
questions about the manuscript? 

A. Go ahead and ask your questions. I 
want it back. 

Q. What year was it taken? 

A. November 8th, 1934. 

Q. And what evidence do you have that the 
Scientology -- Church of Scientology or an 
agent of the Church of Scientology took your 
manuscript? 

A. They photographed me 15 minutes prior 
to the theft. There was a PI who I observed 
inside the Federal Building in Los Angeles, 
and they knew exactly where the car was. The 
trunk was broken into. And aside from 
Scientology, it was worthless to anyone else. 

Not only that, but it was during a 
period of time when a PI who works for your 
organization, or your client, or what's that 
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other guy's name? He had obtained a phony 
authorization from a phony cop, an LAPD, to 
have me surveilled and have my telephone 
tapped during that period, that week. And I 
picked up surveillance inside the building. 

And don't kid me that your client did 
not steal it. They stole it and I want it 
back. 

Q. Can you name the person who took it? 

A. No. 

Q. Can you describe the person who took 

it? 


A . NO . 

Q. Did you report this to the police? 

A. Yes . 

Q. And which police force? 

A. Los Angeles. 

Q. What was the general subject matter of 
the raanuscript? 

A. It was a series of letters to L. Ron 
Hubbard. I'd like it back. 

Q. Written by you? 

A. Yes. It was original, all the artwork. 
Q. Does this manuscript have sentimental 
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value to you, your letters to L. Ron Hubbard? 

A. It has great deal of value, monetary 
value as well. 

Q. Have you ever tried to sell that 
manuscript to anybody? 

A. I don't have it, you have it. 

Q. But prior to this alleged theft, did 

you ever try to selling it to somebody? 

A. There was someone interested. 

Q. Can you name that name? 

A. I ref use to . 

MR. TABS: Let's not go into 

that . 

Q. What do you assess the value of these 
letters to L. Ron Hubbard to be? 

A. $50,000. 

Q. And did you ever come close to — or 
did you ever sign a contract to sell it for a 
sum of money? 

A. No contract. 

Q. And why did the — when was the 
communication you had with the person 
interested in buying it? 

A. I don't have a date -- 1984. 
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Q. And this manuscript included 
handwritten letters to L. Ron Hubbard by you? 
Is that what I understand? 

A. Interesting you know the manuscript 
really well. 

Q . You just told me that there were 
letters. 

A. Interesting that you knew they were 
handwritten. 

Q. Well, I'm trying to find out. 

A. You knew. 

Q. Look, if you're accusing me of theft. 
I'll just deny i t . 

A. I just think that you know about it 
and you — < 

Q. Well, this is the first that I have 
heard of this manuscript, frankly. 

A. No, Mr. Blumenson. 

Q. Do you have reason to believe that I 

have seen the manuscript? 

A. I have reason to believe that your 

client possesses the manuscript and that 
undoubtedly they've informed their attorneys 
of the existence of the manuscript, where the 
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manuscript is. And you certainly are an 
attorney for that organization, and I would 
say you know. 

Q. You have no -- 

A. No, I don't. 

Q. — knowledge — you have no evidence 

as to why I would know, though; correct? 

A. (No response.) 

Q. Is that correct? 

A. I think you just indicated you 

suddenly knew that they were handwritten. 

Q. Now, I'll just say, because I don't 
want to get into a long colloquy on this by 
any means, but I will say that this is the 
first time I've even heard of this manuscript. 
And I'll just say that for the record because 
I don't like to be accused of theft or 
receiving stolen property or anything of that 
nature . 

A. I never accused you of that. But I 
think I would accuse your client of it. Your 
client has knowledge of it, they possess it. 

I would like it back. It is a repeated demand. 

Q. Since that manuscript was allegedly 
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taken, have you received any further evidence -- 
other than the fact of the taking, have you 
received any further evidence that indicates 
the Church of Scientology or its agents 
possess it currently? 

A. Well, you just hinted at it. 

Q. I asked if there were letters, 
handwritten letters. 

A. You knew they were handwritten and I 
had never brought it up. 

Q. Well, I just asked. 

A. One rarely suspects handwritten 
letters . 

Q. Is that the only additional evidence 
you have that the Church of Scientology has 
this manuscript? 

A. No. A lot of evidence surfaced later. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Just one 

second and I will get to that. I just want to 
tell Roger something before he leaves. 

(A recess was taken.) 

Q. What is the range of dates that this 

letter covered to Ron Hubbard that you're 
referring to in the manuscript? 
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A. Prior to November 8th, 1984. 

Q. And when did the letters commence? 
What's the date of the first letter, roughly? 
A. You have the manuscript, I don't. 

Q. Well, can you give us your best 
recollection, because I don't have the 
manusc ript . 

A. No. Your client does. 

Q. You can't tell us -- were any of these 
letters written while you were still in the 
Church? 

A. No . 

Q. They were all written after you left 
the Church? 

A. Correct. 

Q. To L. Ron Hubbard? 

A. Yeah . 

Q. And did you ever try to deliver them 
to L. Ron Hubbard? 

A. No. I wasn't finished with the book 

yet. 

Q. The manuscript was written to — open 
letters to L. Ron Hubbard; is that right? 

A. Well, they were letters. 
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Q. But letters that you never sent. 

A. Correct. 

Q. And was this a compilation of letters 
that would be published in book form? 

A. I assume so. 

Q. Did they contain your feelings about 
your time in Scientology and your feelings 
towards L. Ron Hubbard? 

A. I don't — you know, one, of course, 
cannot extricate himself from his feelings, 
but not so much about Scientology, I think. 

Q. Did they contain any complaints you 
had against L. Ron Hubbard or the Church? 

A. Yeah, undoubtedly. The destruction of 

my life. 

Q. Did you ever produce this manuscript 
in any of the litigation? 

A. It's stolen, you people have it. 

Q. Prior to its alleged theft, did you 

ever produce it in any litigation? 

A. I don't think there was any litigation 

at the time. 

Q. Did you make any copies? 

A. It's all originals. 
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Q. Now, when you say a manuscript, are 
you talking about a book or a compilation of 
letters? 

A. It's a compilation of letters and a 
lot of ar twor k. 

Q. And these were intended to be received 

by L. Ron Hubbard. 

A. Well 

Q. That's what your intent was in writing 

it? 

A. Of course you joke -- 
Q. No . 

A. Yeah, you joke. 

Q. You intended this to be received by L. 

Ro n Hubbard? 

A. It was a manuscript. It was a book. 
Clearly I — L. Ron Hubbard of course could 
not admit to receiving anything, so there was 
no line of communication, but they were 
addressed via his attorneys at the time. 

Q. These were all — this manuscript, 
though, didn't contain any letters from L. Ron 
Hubbard, they were all written by you; correct? 
A. That's right. 
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Q. And this was part of a publishing 
venture; is that fair to say? 

A. Cqrrect. 

Q. And you considered that you'd be able 
to obtain at least 50,000 from this publishing 
venture . 

A. Well, that's what I valued it at. 

Q. Have you made any effort to reconstruct 
the manuscript? 

A. Can't. 

Q. And why is that? 

A. I don't know. Maybe the loss was just 
too great. Maybe I'll do another set. Now, 
of course, would be really appropriate. I'd 
have to send them into the depths of hell, 
wo uId n't I ? 

Q. Do you believe that L. Ron Hubbard 
shed his body, or not? 

A. He — as snakes shed skins, but -- do 
I bel ieve he did? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Would that be a religious belief? 

Q. No. I'm asking do you believe it. 

A. That's different from a religious 
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belief. You tell me what you mean the 
difference — 

Q. No. I'm just asking do you believe 

that he shed his body, or do you believe that 
he simply just deceased? Do you understand 
the question? 

HR. TABB: No, nor does the 

attorney. 

Q. Have you ever heard any reference from 
members of the Church that L. Ron Hubbard shed 
his body? 

A. Shed his body? 

Q. Uh-huh (affirmative response) . 

A. Shed his body. And do I — is that a 
religious belief? 

Q. No. I'm not asking that -- I'm asking 
whether you've heard that said from any source. 

A. I've never heard that phrase before. 
I've heard snakes shedding their skin. 

Q. Okay. When was the last time you sold 
or helped to sell Omar Garrison's book "The 
Hidden Story of Scientology"? 

A. I have never sold or attempted to sell 
"Hidden Story of Scientology," as far as I 
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know. 


Q. You never helped Omar Garrison sell or 
market that book? 


A. No . 


Q. When you were guardian for Tonja 
Burden, did you receive any funds in her — in 
trust for her? 


A. No . 


Q. Did you have a conference with either 
of her parents when you took over this quasi 
guardianship as you put it? 

A. No . 


Q 


How did you know that her parents 
consented to her going into Scientology? 
A. What? 


Q. How did you know that her parents 
consented to her going into Scientology? 

A. You asked me that earlier, and I think 
I said I didn’t know. 


Q. How did you know that they consented 
to your being guardian? 

A. There was a document, and again, it's 
not been produced, but it's a document that 
your client has. And my recollection is that 
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one or both of them signed. 

Q. All right. Now, when was the first — 
you don't know — when you say one or both, 
are you certain that either one of them signed? 

A. Don't know. I don't know. I know 

there was some letter or, you know, it just 
sort of -- someone had to be it. 

Q. At least one of them signed, but you 
don't know whether both of them did. 

A. I know there is a document of some 
sort. Whether or not it was signed by either 
of them, don't know. 

Q. When did you have your first 
conversation with either parent of Tonja 
Burden? 

A. December '77. 

Q. All right. And can you describe what 
was said in that conversation? 

A. I've gone over it before. It's too 
long, lot -- 

Q. Well, this is the Burden case. 

A. I went over it with -- there is 
several hours. 

Q. It was a conversation that — 
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A. It all had to do with Tonja going back 
to the organization. 

Q. This is in 1977? 

A. Right. December. 

Q. Is this a conversation in person or on 


the telephone? 


A. In person. 

Q. Who was present at that conversation? 

A. There were at least two conversations, 
and the first there was Tonja, her mother, 
myself, and Terry, and the second conversation 
was those people plus her father. 

Q. Were they separated — were they on 
the same day or — 

A. Same day. 

Q. And did the father just walk in, or 
were they at separate times, these 
conver sat ions? 


A. They were at separate times. 

Q. And did you — where did they take 
place? 

A. Tonja's home, and at a — I believe 
it's a theatre that her father ran. 


Q. And so the first conversation, not 
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including her father, took place in Tonj a's 
home; is that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And then did you go someplace before 
going to the theatre? 

A. I believe we went out -- may have gone 
out alone with Tonja in there during that 
per i o d . 


Q. And do you remember where you went 
with Tonj a? 

A. Maybe a Denny's, maybe. 

Q. And did you eat some food there? 

A. (No response .) 

Q. Do you recall whether you ate there? 

A. I probably did. 

Q. And then after the Denny's did you go 
to the theatre or did you go somewhere else? 

A. Again, there is a document which was 
produced in Christofferson, and it was in my 
B-l file which I -- I had understood that Mr. 
Geller was going to have it here. And I think, 
you know, we're talking about nine years ago, 
and he said that — in that there is this 
document, in that there was an order to 
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prod uce 

i t , 

you 

know. Before 

we go on I'd 

like to 

see 

the 

document. So 

I'd like to 


did a debrief, Terry did a debrief of this 
incident. 

Q. Well, let me just at this point, and I 
will talk with Roger — 


A. We're talking about nine years ago. 
Q. This is December '77? 

A. Right. 


Q . Okay . 

I 

just want 

the best 


recollection 

you 

have. I realize it's nine 

years ago , but I 

just want 

the best 


recollection 

you 

can give. 

And when there 

i s 

a break, I will call Roger 

Geller and find 

out 

what pledges 

were 

made, if 

any, and so on 

and 

we'll take it 

up 

then . But 

at this point 

I 

just want to 

ask 

you about 

these two 


conversations 

you 

had to the best of your 


recollect ion . 





Nov;, 

after you left 

Denny's, at th 

a t. 

poin t it was 

just 

the three 

of you — 



A. Again, I can't tell you at this pint 
if it was Denny's. There was a period of time 
when I believe Tonja was with Terry and myself, 
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and there was a period of time when Terry and 
I were alone. And we may have eaten 
separately from the time that we were with 
Tonja. V7hen we were with Tonja, we may have 
had a snack, we may have had coffee, we may — 
so I don't know, you know. 

Q. Let me try and piece this together. 

A. I just don't want you to, you know, to 

screw it up later. 

Q. Okay. Let's try to get it as clearly 
as we can, given that is going on your memory, 
of course. Is it fair to say that there were 
four phases of these conversations, the first 
was in Tonja Burden's home in December — 
these all took place — strike that — 

A. It was all -- we received a telex. I 

was in the CMO pack, we received a telex to go 
get Tonja. 

Q. Okay. Before we get into motivation 

orders, I just want to get the sequence. 

A. It took place over probably a 24-hour 
period because vie drove to Las Vegas and vie 
spent about a day in Las Vegas and vie came 
back that night to Los Angeles. 
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Q. Okay. Let me just try and see if I 
have a correct understanding of this incident 
which took place on December — in December 
1977; correct? 

A. Right. 

Q. You've identified four -- I believe 
you've identified four different conversations, 
and tell me if this is correct. The first was 
a conversation you had with Tonja Burden and 
her mother and Terry and yourself in Tonja 
Burden's home; correct? 

A. Correct. Now, the mother may have 

gone in and out, and was not present the whole 
time, but it was in the house and those four 
people were there. 

C* Okay. And then there was a time 
following that when you, your wife, and Tonja 
went out to some sort of restaurant; correct? 

A. My recollection is, yes. 

Q. And there was also a time, either 

before or after that restaurant, where just 
you and your wife went out and left Tonja with 
her mother; is that correct? 

A. I believe so. 
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Q. 

And then 

after those 

three phases. 

there 

was a time 

when you and 

your wife and 

Tonja 

went to a 

theatre where 

her father 

worked 

; is that 

correct? 


A. 

Well, I 

don't know if 

To n j a went. 


Tonja may have been there. 

Q. Okay. 

A. But in any case, her father ran some 
theatre, some workshop or something, and we 
were both inside it and majorly out on the 
street, out on a sidewalk talking to the three 
Burdens . 


Q. All right. So the mother was there as 
well. 

A. I believe so. She may have, aga.in, 
come and gone, but my recollection is she was 
there . 


Q • 

house, 

A. 

Q. 
A . 

Q. 


V7hen you arrived at Tonja 
this was in Las Vegas, was 
Correct. 

Were you invited in? 

Yeah. We ended up inside 
You didn't force your way 


Burden's 
it? 


in any case. 
in in any 


respect, did you? 
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A. Right. 

Q. And who invited you in? Was it Tonja? 

A. May have been her mother. 

Q. Okay. And about how long was your 
conversation in the house? Do you recall? 

A. We may have been there a half an hour. 

Q. All right. And was your purpose to 
ask Tonja to come back and route out of the 
Church if she wanted to leave the Church? 

A. Well, purpose was to get her back. 

You know, we'd never had a mission purpose to 
ask her back, but to get her back. 

Q. Well, excuse me, was the — did you 

present to her that if she wanted to leave the 
Church, it would be wise for her to route out 
of the Church and you follow the normal 
procedures? 

A. Yep. 

Q. And did she ultimately agree to route 

out of the Church? 

A. I think so, yeah. 

Q. And at the time she agreed to route 
out of the Church, did she then drive with you 

to -- 
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A. She agreed to come back- See, the -- 

Q. She agreed to come back and — 

A. That's correct. 

Q. Did she then drive with you to Los 
Angeles? 

A. Yes . 

Q. And when she left did she discuss that 
she was going to Los Angeles with her parents? 
Did she discuss with her parents that she was 
going Los Angeles? 

A. Well, her parents were there. I think 
I made it very plain that we intended to take 
her to Los Angeles. So I don't know if she — 
did she discuss it with her parents? I can't 
answer that. I don’t — 

Q. And you made it plain to both Tonja 
and her parents that you were all going to Los 
Ang eles? 

A. Yeah, that that's where we were taking 

her . 

Q. And did you have long discussions with 
Tonja and her parents about whether she should 
go to Los Angeles? 

A. Well, there was the initial time that 
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was probably half an hour, and then the next 
conversation, the significant one, was 
probably an hour. 

Q. And this is the one outside the 
theatre? 


A. Yeah . 

Q. And did Tonja's parents say it was all 
right with them if she did go to Los Angeles? 
A. They sort of threw it over to Tonja 


finally. 

Q. And then did Tonja say, "All right. 
I'll go"? 


A. Tonja finally -- I think, yeah, pretty 
well acquiesced. She was scared to death. 

Q. Now, when you say she was scared to 
death, did you threaten her with any arras? 

A. What do you mean by "arms"? 

Q . V7eapons . 

A. No . 

Q. Did you carry any weapons? 


A. No . 

Q. You didn't leave for Los Angeles until 
you obtained her agreement to go; is that a 
fair statement? 
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A. Correct. 

Q. And did she contact relatives and let 
them know that she was going to Los Angeles 
for a couple days? Do you recall that? 

A. I don't know if — I don't recall that. 
She may have. And I say this because I have a 
recollection of her having to come back, I 
think, to a Christmas get-together or 
something like that, something that had been 
planned beforehand. So she may have contacted 
them at that time. I do have a recollection 
of that. 

Q. And do you recall her saying she might 
be gone for as much as two days? 

A. That her saying? 

Q. Yeah, to relatives. 

A. Well, again, I don't specifically 
recall her communicating that to relatives. 

Q. Did she or you tell the parents how 
long she might be gone? 

A. I don't believe so. But again, you 
know, you've got my debrief. 

Q. Did she pack clothes to leave? 

A. You know, I recall her having -- seems 
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to me all her — I don't even know if she had 

any clothes there or if the clothes had been 

left in the RPF or, you know, when she first 

4 

escaped. I don't know. I think she had a bag 

5 

of some sort, but again, you know, I -- that's 

6 

just a bad recollection. 

7 

Q. You remember some kind of a bag but 

8 

don'tknowwhatwasinit. 

il — Patent) 

t— 1 

O vjD 

A. Correct. 

Q. And — 

- Fed era 

h- 1 

A. You know, my target was to get her 

1 

3 12 

s 
(/) 

1 13 

</) 

2 14 

ill 

□ 

back, it didn't matter how. And after that 

she was — you know, as far as we v/ere 

concerned, get her sec checked and all that 

1 5 

stuff and, you know. 

16 

MR. BLUMENSON: I move to 

1 7 

strike those last couple of sentences as 

18 

non-responsive to the question. 

19 

A. You know, that was the product. My 

20 

job was to get her back, and I did that. 

21 

O 

I 22 

<ft 

Q. Once she arrived in Los Angeles -- 

once you all arrived in Los Angeles, or -- 

Ity Court Reporting Servlc< 

K> tO 

OJ 

strike that. On the way to Los Angeles, did 

you stop anywhere? 

9 

3 

cr 
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A. I'm pretty sure we did. Probably ate 
dinner on the road. 

Q. And do you recall where that would 
have been? 

A. Huh-uh (negative response) . 

Q. Do you recall what kind of restaurant 
i t wa s ? 

A. I don't know. You know, something 
about Denny's in this whole thing sticks in my 
mind. And it could have been — we could have 
been there twice, it could have been on the 
way back. 

Q. And — 

A. You know, Tonja was — 

Q. Let me ask you a question. 

A. Tonja was pretty upset and undoubtedly 
we stopped. 

Q. Did you stop for gas as well? 

A. God, you're talking a long time ago. 
It's possible, it is. I -- you know, you guys 
have got the documents, and it would be a 
great help to refresh my memory with them. 

Q. Do you remember any conversation you 
and your wife and Tonja had in the car going 
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to Los Angeles? 

A. Not at this time. You know, I haven't 
thought of this incident in eons. 

Q. Now, what kind of car were you driving? 
Do you recall? 

A. Boy, I believe it was a station wagon. 

Q. And do you remember -- were you 
driving? 

A. Yes, certainly some of the time. 

Q. And did your wife drive at all? 

A. I can't say if -- 

Q. Where was Tonja seated in the station 
wagon? 

A. Boy, I think between us. That's -- I 
don't know. That's my best recollection is 
between us. 


Q. Did you switch seats at all during 
this ride? 


A. Again, we may have and we may have -- 
you know, Las Vegas to LA, it seems like we'd 
stop for gas, and -we may have changed, but I 
can't -- I could not swear to it. 

Q. It was of no particular concern then 
or now as to what the seating arrangements 
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were in the car? 

A. You know, logically I would have stuck 
her in the middle because, of course, we were 
afraid of her flight. I mean, she did not 
want to be there . 

Q. But she never made any effort to leave, 
did she ? 

A. Not -- no . 

Q. In the restaurant did she ever tell 
anybody any -- did she ever talk to anybody 
other than you other than to order? 

A. Not that I recall. 

Q. Do you recall her ordering food to a 

A. You know, I recall somewhere sitting 

with Tonja in a cafe, and I believe it was a 
Denny's. But again, you know, whether or not 
that was the — which time it was or if there 
was two times, I don't know. 

Q. And did she ask anybody on this trip 

at all for help? 

A. I don't think so. I don't think we 
ever let her out of our sight. 

Q. But she did come in contact with gas 
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station attendants and waitresses and patrons 
in a restaurant; isn't that fair to say? 

A. Certainly throughout that day. 

Q. And isn't it a fact that you left 

Tonja alone with her parents so that she could 

discuss the matter in your absence? Isn't 
that true, during the day? 

A. Right. 

Q. And isn't it also true that you never 

used any force on her, manhandled her or 
anything of that nature in this trip from Las 
Vegas to LA? 

A. Right. 

Q. And isn't it also true that you didn't 

go there with the intention of trying to use 
force to grab her or kidnap her or anything of 
that nature? Your job was to talk to her; 
isn't that true? 

A. My job was to get her back. 

Q. You were not prepared to use force to 
get her back if she didn't want to come, were 
you? 

A. No . 

Q. Where did you take her in LA? 
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A. Took her to the Cedars complex. We 
turned her over to the RPF. 

Q. Who exactly did you turn her over to? 

A. Well, there was a girl, I think she 
had red hair. The CMO was involved, Bella 
Adams was involved, and the whole thing was 
arranged prior to our arrival back. They knew 
we were coining back and that we had Tonja. 

Who the RPF personnel was, I don't recall. 

Some girl, reddish longish hair, my 
recollection . 

Q. Now, you deposited her at an office in 
the Cedars of Lebanon complex? Is that fair? 

A. Well, at that time there was a CMO 
office, and my recollection is we took her 
there initially, and then the RPF took her. 

Q. Okay. Did you leave her in the office 
in the company of somebody in particular? 
Strike that. How long were you in the CMO 
office before you parted company with Tonja 
Burden? 

A. I can't tell you. 

Q. Was there somebody named Julie in that 
office, do you know? 
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A. Julie? Julie Caetano? I'm not sure 


of her last name. Maybe. Was she there? 

Q. Uh-huh (affirmative response) . 

A. You're saying she was there? 

Q. No. I'm asking you if there was 
somebody named Julie there. 

A. Maybe. I don't know. 

Q. While you were there, did Tonja 
exchange pleasantries with the people there, 
say hello? 

A. Probably. 

Q. And did she — did you hear her 


complain to them about coming back to the 
Church? 


A. No. She was scared — she was just a 
frightened little girl. 


MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 


strike your opinion of her emotional state. 

A. Well, she was. That was my 
observation of her. She was freeked out by 
this whole thing. 

Q. Did you — 


MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 


strike those last remarks. 
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Q. Did you hear her complain to you on 
the trip to Los Angeles that she didn't want 
to go back, that she didn't want to go on that 
trip? 

A. Yeah. That was the — throughout the 
day that was her complaint. She did not want 
to go bac k. 

Q. Isn't it fair to say that she was 
undecided about whether she wanted to go back 
or not? 

A. No. She didn't want to go back, but 
she — 

Q. Did you threaten her in — strike that. 
Did you see Tonja again after you dropped her 
off at the CMC office? 

A. I believe so, but I, you know — 
perhaps before she left. I don't know if she 
left first or we left or — 

Q. If she left where first? The CMO 
office? 

A. Before she went back to Las Vegas? 

Q. That's right. Did you see her after 
you dropped her off in the CMO office again? 

A. It's possible. I don't know. 
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Q. You have no recollection of any 
additional time you spent with her in December 
'll after dropping her off in the CMO office? 

A. Well, again, you know, I kept track of 
her because I knew she was being sec checked. 

I knew that — and I may have even seen 
documents at the time, because I knew that 
that was part of the operation, was to make 
sure that these documents were gotten. 

But I -- right now I can't tell you 
with certainty if I -- my recollection is I 
did see her again, but where and in exactly 
what room, couldn't tell you. 

Q. You have no recollection, then, after 
strike that. When you dropped her off at the 
CMO, was this sort of an outer office that she 
was in? 

A. Outer to what? 

Q. Like a reception area? 

A. No. CMO at that time had, you know, 
the complex was not set up, the organizations 
had not moved in. It was mainly — there was 
a small CMO office, and there was an RPF which 
was doing the renovations to the building. 
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And so, you know, my recollection is 
she was at the CMO office and there was 
someone, a girl, who -- and I don't recall if 
this girl was going to be the sec checker or 
if she was the tech in charge or if she was 
the bosun, even, of the RPF. 

But she certainly was a contact in the 
RPF who was going to be responsible for 
getting Tonja to -- getting her sec checked 
and have her sign all her documents. 

Q. Now, you never witnessed that sec 
checking that you're talking about, did you? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And other than the pleasantries you 
witnessed between Tonja and the people in the 
CMO, do you recall — 

A. Again, you say that I witnessed, and I 
say, you know, probably she did, but I 
couldn't tell you to whom she spoke or exactly 
wh at she said. 

Q. Right. But what you can tell us is 
that the only firsthand observations you made 
from that point on in December 1977, from the 
time you got to the CMO on in December of '77 
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on, of Tonja Burden was some, inconsequential 
conversation that she had with people in the 
room. Is that fair to say? 

A. Well, again, you know, I knew she was 
in the building being sec checked. 

Q. I'm moving to strike that. Let me try 
to rephrase the question so it's clear to you. 

A. Okay. Then I would say I've answered 
whatever I can. I debriefed on this whole 
subject. We've requested the documents, and 
if there is more to it, then certainly I did 
write up firsthand observations at the time. 

Q. Were those accurate observations that 
you wrote up at the time? 

A. Well, they would have been accurate 
from a scientological viewpoint, which would 
have meant perception of her as a — or family 
as suppressive persons. 

Q. But let me ask you this: When you 

wrote up the account of your trip to Los 
Angeles with Tonja Burden and all the events 
surrounding that, were you making any attempt 
to fabricate what happened in your own mind? 

A. I don't believe so. You know, the 
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only area where it may have got a little fuzzy 
in any document would have been, you know, how 
threatened she would have been or her family 
would have been by whatever Terry and I did. 

Q. Well, when you -- let's see. You 
wrote an affidavit on this subject; is that 
correct? 

A. Two . 

Q. You wrote two affidavits. Didn't you 
also get debriefed by somebody in the GO? 

A. On this incident? 

Q. Yeah. 

A. I believe so, so there is another 
document. 

Q. All right. And in that document, did 
you attempt to fabricate anything? 

A. Well, again, the only area -- you know, 
the area where they were really concerned was 
in any threats made or implied to the parents 
and to Tonja. 

Q. Is it fair to say the GO wanted to 
know whether you had made any threats? Is 
that what you mean by they were concerned? 

A. Well, that would have been the area in 
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which any fabrication would have taken place, 
because -- 

Q. Well, what I'm asking you is did the 
GO ask you whether you made any threats? 

A. Oh, yeah, we talked about that. 

Q. And did you tell them whether you had 
made threats or not? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And what did you tell them? 

A. That I had. 

Q. And what threats did you tell them you 
had made? 

A. That I had let her father know that 

letting -- or having Tonja come back would 
make it a lot easier on them, that they would 
be cut off forever if Tonja didn't come back. 

Q. In other words , they would be cut off 
from the option of coming back or remaining 
scientologists if their daughter did not end 
this cycle, correct? 

A. Yeah. There was two aspects to it. 

They knew, you know -- they were really afraid, 
and -- 

Q. Can I just get an answer to that 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
723-9432 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

1 8 

1 9 

20 

21 

22 

2 3 

24 


137 


question? I'm trying to define what you meant 
they'd be cut off forever. The threat you 
made was that if Tonja did not return to the 
Church and route out properly, that the 
parents might not be able to join Scientology? 
Is that what you mean by cut off forever? 

A. Yeah. But it was more than that, you 
know — 

Q . is that a correct statement so far? 

A. In part, certainly. 

Q. What part is inaccurate? 

A. Well, it's not the whole picture. 

Q. Well, I'm just asking you what you 

meant by the threat you made was to cut them 
off forever. 

A. Right, to cut off their — 

Q. Cut off their possibility of remaining 
in Scientology? 

A. Yeah, and their whole future, their 

whole -- any chance they'll ever have of -- 
yeah — involvement in Scientology. But more 
than that, the — you know, all the promises 
that Scientology gives them. 

Q. Okay. And — 
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A. The other aspect was first of all 
cutting Tonja off, but they knew that — they 
knew of the GO, and they knew that things 
could be a lot rougher than I could ever make 
i t. 

Q. Did you mention the GO yourself to 
them? 

A. I don't know if I brought it up or 
they brought it up, but they knew of GO and GO 
tactics. We're just talking shortly after the 
raid -- 

Q. When you were interviewed by the GO 
about this incident, you gave them, you said, 
an account of the threats you made; correct? 

A. Well, yeah. I mean, they knew that it 
was a — you know, I was able to intimidate 
her father. 

Q. And isn't it fair to say the way you 
were able to intimidate, to use your term, was 
by telling them unless the Church rules for 
routing out were followed properly it would be 
difficult for the parents or Tonja to ever 
become scientologists again? Isn't that what 
you said? 
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A. I said that, that and more. 

Q. And tell me what else you said 
specifically. Do you recall any particular 
sentence in addition to that? 

A. I can't tell you specifically, but I 
can tell you that I let them know that things 
would be a lot rougher for them. That was 
mainly it. There were two aspects of it. 
First of all they'd be cut off, secondly that 
things could be rougher. 

Q. And did you define — strike that. 

Did you specify — well, first of all who did 
you say things might be rougher to? 

A. Father. 

Q. And did you define what you meant by 
rough? 


A. No . 

Q. And did you tell the GO in your report 
to them or your debrief to them that you had 
said, that you'd used this term things would 
be roug her? 

A. I don't know if I used that term in 
the debrief or not. 

Q. But in any case you accurately 
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described your visit in the GO debrief as far 
as you can recall; is that correct? 


A. 

You know, I was probably bright enough 

to not 

put any of the extortion in a report. 

Q. 

The GO asked you if you'd made any 


threats. Didn't you already testify to that? 
In this interview the GO wanted to know if you 
had threatened them; isn't that correct? 


A. 

Something like that. 

Q. 

And didn't you try to give them an 

honest 

answer as to what you had done? 

A. 

Yeah, but again, v/hat got — you know. 


whatever's written is very carefully written. 


Q. 

Who were you talking to in the GO? 

A. 

I can't recall. There was a written 

r epor t, 

► 

Q. 

Do you recall giving any false 


statements in that report or in your debrief 
to the GO, any fabrications? 

A. I don't have a copy of it here and I 
don't recall it well enough to know. 

Q. Well, you don't recall any occasion 
you would have had to fabricate, do you, in 
that debrief? 
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A. Again, the area that they were 
concerned about was whether or not there were 
any threats. And so we had to very carefully 
downplay whatever had been said. Because the 
fact is, that, you know, the girl and the 
parents were threatened. They were scared. 

Q. The debrief to the GO was -- would 
become a report which was not necessarily 
going to be handed in to court; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And the GO had requested from you 
whatever evidence you had of any threats you'd 
made to them; correct? 

A. Like I say, they wanted to know the 
whole thing. There probably are two documents, 
one written at the time and one sometime later. 
And I say the area they were concerned about 
was whether or not the parents were threatened 
or whether or not the girl was threatened. 

Q. When you say there were probably two 
documents, have you seen two documents? 

A. Well, there was one which was written 
when we got back, and then probably in 1980 
there was an interview done, and that would be 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
723-9432 





1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0 

21 

22 

2 3 

2 4 


142 


the interviewer's notes at the time -- well, 
there is a third because there is that 
affidavit which was prepared. But — 

Q. The interviewer's notes, did you ever 
see those interviewer's notes? 

A. No. I don't know what he wrote. 

Q. Do you recall the interview you gave 

in 1980? 

A. I spoke to two people about it. 

Q. What were their names? 

A. One was Norm Taylor and the other guy 
I don't know. I've been trying to get it, but 
I just don't know who he was. 

Q. Do you remember any particular lie you 
told in that interview, if any? 

A. I don't think I lied to them at all. 

Q. And this was an interview concerning 

the events of December '77? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Now, did you ever take anyone — let's 
leave out Tonja Burden. Anybody other than 
Tonja Burden, did you ever return anyone other 
than Tonja Burden to the Church? 

A. A number. 
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Q. Give their names. 

A. Bob Thomas. 

Q. And he was associated with which org? 

A. Flag. Let me think. The Fosdick, it 

v;as Bill Fosdick and Debbie Carringer. 

Q. They were associated with which org? 

A. The Gilman Hot Springs. And then 
there was a girl. It was in Madeira and she’s 
got an Italian name. And I caught her and 
brought her back to the ship. There was some 
guy, John something, who escaped from the ship 
and I staked out the U.S. Embassy in Lisbon 
and got him back. I don’t recall his last 
name, but I could from a crew list. 

Q. Keep going if you have other names. 

A. There is a number who — of attempted 
escapes and retrievals. 

Q. Now, when you retrieved these people, 
one of their options was to route out of the 
Church following Church procedures; is that 
correct? 

A. You mean after -- well, in a sense. I 
mean, they were captured. They didn't -- it 
wasn't simply routing out, they were locked up. 
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They didn't have their passports when we were 
in foreign countries. 

Q. Well, let's take Tonja Burden. When 
she went back, she routed out of the Church, 
did she not? 

A. No. She went -- they got these 
documents and she said she was going on back 
for a holiday or back for a meeting. 

Q. And she did go back for a holiday or 
meeting, did she not? 

A. That's right. She never returned. So 
did she route out? I don't think so. I mean, 
they got all the documents necessary, I 
suppose, to make sure they had enough leverage 
on her so that they weren't concerned if she 
did go. 

Q. Have you seen these documents? 

A. I believe you guys produced some of 
them in Armstrong, promissory notes and stuff 
like that. 

Q. Did you ever see her sign these 
documents of your own firsthand knowledge? 

A. Nov/, I'm — I am not sure if she 
signed them in the CMO or not. You know, I 
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knew that she'd signed them all. I had a 
recollection of — I mean, that's why we got 
her back. We didn't care about Tonja, it was 
to make sure she signed everything. 

Q. You knew that she signed them from 
somebody telling you that; is that correct? 

A. Again, I just am not sure. 

Q. You didn't see her physically sign any 
papers, did you? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. You have no recollection of that, do 


you? 

A. Not a positive one. 

Q. Okay. And -- 

A. But I knew that I got her back for 
that purpose, and I knew that we achieved our 
target. And she could have signed them right 
there in the CMO, but I just -- I can't state 
with certainty. 

Q. All right. You think that she signed 
these based on what other people have told you 
or shown you; is that a fair statement? 

A. Or what she said or I saw her, or I 
saw the documents at the time. 
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Q. You have no recollection, really, of 
how you know, in other words. Isn't that 
correct? 

A. Well, I -- no. It was just generally 
known. I knew. We achieved our target. She 
came back. She signed all the documents. She 
was sec checked. 

Q. All I'm trying to establish is you 
have no recollection of seeing her sign those 
documents, do you? 

A. I don't k now. 

Q. And you have no recollection of any 
conversation that somebody had with her 
pertaining to signing the documents; isn't 
that true? 

A. Oh, I talked to her about it. 

Q. Other than yourself? 

A. Can't say for sure. 

Q. And did you -- i^hen you left the CMC 
room that she was in, you have no recollection 
in particular of having seen her again in 
December '77; isn't that true? 

A. I don't know. I -- 

Q. Well, I'm asking if you have any 
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recollection, and the answer is you don't; 
isn't that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And did you — and you didn't see her 
sec checked either, did you? 

A. No . 

Q. And you didn't — you have no evidence 
that she was placed in a locked room of your 
own firsthand knowledge, do you? 

A. Well, I know that that was the plan 
when we brought her back. 

Q. I'm asking you do you have any 
firsthand knowledge of whether, when she was 
in the CMO, a door was locked or not. 

MR. TABB: I believe he 


answered, and said he knew that was the plan 
to begin with. 



Q. I'm asking not what the 

plan 

i s . 

Did 

you 

ever see a door locked while 

she 

wa s 

i n 

the 

CMO? 





A. Well, there was the audit -I mean, 
she was sec checked. 

Q. You didn't see that, though. We've 
already established that; correct? 
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A. (No response . ) 

Q. Is that correct? 

A. That I didn't see the sec check? 

Q. Right. 

A. Well, I wasn't in the room, but she 
was kept in a room and sec checked. 

Q. You don't know how she was kept in the 
room, if she was kept in the room, of your own 
firsthand knowledge, do you? 

A. I — you know -- 

Q. Can you answer that yes or no? 

MR. KERTZBERG: I think he 

answered it already. He said I don't know 
twice. 


A. Yeah, I don't know. I have a 
recollection of Tonja being there. I knew the 
sec check was going on, I knew — I saw her 
with the auditor, the sec checker -- 

Q. What was the name of the auditor or 


sec checker? 

A. I've described her. 

Q. But you didn't see the -- strike that. 

(A luncheon recess was 

taken.) 
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Q. (BY MR. BLUMENSON) Okay -- 

A, You do have some of my documents there, 
right? 

Q. Let's start with this deposition, and 
as the documents come up, if any documents 
that are relevant come up, then — 

A. They've come up. 

MR. HERTZBERG: Let's get 

going. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Okay. Let's 

start. 

Q. When you visited Tonja in her house in 
December 1977 and met with her, her mother and 
her father, you spent some time with Tonja 
alone at Denny's or some such restaurant? is 
that correct? 

A. My recollection. Again, you do have a 
document there -- 

Q. Here's what I want to ask you. During 

this visit, did Tonja Burden tell you that her 

father was mistreating the family and that 
they needed her help at the family? 

A. I don't recall anything like that. 

Q. Do you recall Tonja saying that 
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sometimes her father beat her mother in this 
December meeting? 

A. I don't recall that either. 

Q. Do you recall any conversation — 

A. Do you have the document there? 

Q. Do you recall any conversation at any 
time with Tonja Burden about her family and 
her relations with her family? 

A. Undoubtedly. 

Q. Okay. What was the first such 
conversation you recall? 

A. No idea. 

Q. But you do recall some conversation -- 
at least one conversation? 

A. You know, Tonja worked with me. 

Q. She worked with you on a daily basis? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And at t imes -- 

A. So undoubtedly she talked about her 

family. 

Q. All right. And did she talk about her 
conditions growing up in her family? 

A. I don't know if she did or not. 

Q. Do you remember anything she said 
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about her family? 

A. Not right now, no. 

Q. Do you remember whether she said that 
her father had beaten her or anybody in her 
family at any time in your conversations with 
her? 

A. I -- it seems to me that the GO guy 
asked me about that. He asked me about a 
bunch of those things. 

Q. This was in a debrief by the GO after 
Tonja filed suit? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And did you tell him the best of your 
recollection about what she had said about her 
f ami1y? 

A. I don't know. I remember him asking 
me about that and him asking me about her use 
of drugs and about her sexual history. I 
remember he had all the information. That's 
where I learned about how they legitimized use 
of the PC folder information. 

Q. All right. Now, after Tonja Burden 
filed the lawsuit, you were questioned by a 
member of the GO about the allegations in her 
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lav?suit; is that correct? 

A. Yeah, two of them. 

Q. And did you give those names, norm 
Taylor? 

A. Norm Taylor was one of them, he worked 
on it, and the other guy, and I don't recall 
his n am e . 

Q. Was this in 1981? 

A. '80. 

Q. And in that interview do you remember 
what you told them about her family history, 
what Tonja told you about her family history? 

A. I don't know if we — no. I'd have to 
see the document. 

Q. All right. You don't -- 

A. I don't presently recall. You know, 
you're talking about nine years ago, and I 
would — frankly, I know you have the 
documents there and they would refresh my 
memory, and I think that it's unfair and puts 
me at a tremendous disadvantage to be talking 
about it when you've got the documents. 

Q. Were you questioned about other 
plaintiffs when you were in the Church by the 
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GO? 

A. Other plaintiffs? 

Q. Yeah, other people that have brought 
suits. 

A. Rosenblum, Garratano, who else? Let 
me see. I was interviewed about Jed Goldberg. 
That's all I can recall right now. 

Q. Did you have any reason to lie in what 
you told the GO for internal use in these 
interviews? 

A. Well, you know, they would definitely 

be distorted according to Scientology 
perceptions, yeah. 

Q. Well, at the time you were — 

A. Yeah, you can tell from the affidavit 
that's written. 

Q. I'm not asking -- let me clarify. I'm 
not asking about an affidavit that was handed 
into court. What I'm asking about is, you 
were interviewed by the GO about what you knew 
about Tonja for their own internal purposes; 
isn't that correct? 

A. Well, internal, external — 

Q. What you said to them would not 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
723-9432 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

3 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 5 

16 

17 

1 8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


154 


necessarily be filed in court; correct? 

A. Well, it was. 

Q. Well, you had an interview with the GO. 
Did somebody take notes at that interview? 

A. I believe so. There was at least two, 
probably three times on Burden. 

Q. Okay. And those notes would not just 
be handed over to the court, would they, of 
the interview? 

A. No . 

Q. And the GO was asking you for your 

best recollection of incidents involving Tonja 
Burden; isn't that correct? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And you gave them to the best of your 
ability or your best recollection; isn't that 
correct? 

A. You know, I'd have to see the document. 

I don't know if it was — 

Q. Well, do you today recall any reason 

you had to lie to the GO about what you knew 
about Tonja Burden when they asked you? 

A. Well, whether or not — see, I can't 
tell if it was all secondhand or if Tonja 
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actually told me or, you know — I don't 
recall her saying these things, but I know 
that this stuff was going around. Everyone 
tossed around the fact that, you know, Tonja 
was sleeping with this guy or Tonja did drugs 
or some thing. 

Q. Okay. But the fact — all I'm trying 
to do is establish that when you were 
interviewed by the GO about Tonja Burden, it 
was not your intention to fabricate or lie to 
them at the time, was it? 

A. No. 

Q. And you don't recall any particular 
fabrication or lie you did tell when you were 
interviewed by the GO; isn't that correct, 
about Burden? 

A. I don't recall any. 

Q. And was the GO composed of -- 

A. But I can tell you that the affidavit 
that came out of that that they typed up was, 
you know -- it's inaccurate. 

Q. All right. But they first typed up 

notes of an interview which you are requesting 
as a document to be produced; isn't that 
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correct? 

A. Yeah. There is a bunch of them. 

Q. And you've also seen an affidavit that 

was later handed in; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And the affidavit was based, at least 
in part, on things you told the GO in that 
interview; correct? 

A. Correct . 

Q. And so the interview itself is -- 

strike that. Did the GO have a branch that 
dealt with legal defense of Scientology 
against lawsuits? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did this branch interview many 
members of the Church of Scientology to 
compile information about the plaintiffs who 
were suing them? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you were one of these members who 
was interviewed about Tonja Burden three times, 
you said; correct? 

A. Yeah. There was at least two, 
probably three, maybe more. 
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Q. And did they ask you -- they wanted to 
generally know what you knew about all of her 
allegations in the suit; isn't that correct, 
in part, as part of what they wanted to know? 

A. Yep. 

Q. Were you ever an auditor of Tonja 
Burden's? 

A. Nope . 

Q. And you've accused the GO of having 
committed illegal activities, haven't you? 
You've testified to that, haven’t you? 

A. You'd have to be more specific. Name 
the activities. 

Q. Well, has the GO ever committed any 
illegal activity as far as you know? 

A. Yep. 

Q. And you've testified to that in court, 


haven't you? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And when you were asked by the GO for 
what you knew about Tonja and what you'd done 
in relation to Tonja, you had no reason to 
hide anything that you had done with Tonja, 
did yo u ? 
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A. I can't answer that — 

Q. You can't think of a reason today, can 

i 

you? 

A. -- at this time. 

Q. You can't think of a reason, can you? 

A. I don't know. Unless, like I say, 
they were real concerned about the extortion 
and anything that could be construed as that. 

Q. But in your internal interview with 

them, there was no reason why you wouldn't 
tell them exactly what you did. 

A. Well, I remember discussing it with 
them. Whether or not it's in the debrief, I 
don't know. 

Q. Okay. And you don't remember any 
fabrication that you told them about that 
December '77 -- 

A. No, nothing that I can recall. 

Q. Okay. 

A. You know, it's colored whatever it is. 
I'd like to see a copy of — you know, I know 
you've got it there. I think it's 
inappropriate. I'm going to go. 

Q. Are you going to walk out of this 
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d e po sition ? 

A. Yeah. You know, I've asked for those 
documents. There is a court order in 
Armstrong to produce them. And it's just 
completely, absolutely inappropriate. It 
drives me mad. 

You know, you guys have assaulted me, 
you've run into me, you've brought phony 
charges against me, you've ruined my life. 

And now you sit there and want to do more? I 
mean, how much turmoil, how much trauma do you 
need to put someone through to destroy them? 
How much? 

Why don't you give me — we had a 
promise from Geller. I know you got the 
documents. It's absolutely inappropriate. He 
even said that it was inappropriate. 

MR. HERTZBERG: Let the 

record reflect that the deponent is raising 
his voice and gesticulating during his entire 
last speech, and also made a motion to leave 
the room. 

THE WITNESS: Let the record 

reflect that he's making snide comments and 
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sneering at me, and this man has been laughing 
throughout and sneering and that's 
inappropriate. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Am I 

laughing now, Gerry? 

THE WITNESS: No, you're not 

now, but you have been snickering. 

MR. BLUMENSON: That's wrong. 

MR. HERTZBERG: I will not 

accept that -- 

THE WITNESS: It's true. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Do you want 

to take a five-minute break now? Because 
you've been raising your voice. 

THE WITNESS: You haven't 


been? 


MR. BLUMENSON: I don't 

think so. Do you want to relax for a minute? 

THE WITNESS: I want my 

documents. I cannot believe that you people 
think that you can continually get away with 
that type of abuse of people. There is a 
court order from the California Supreme Court, 
and I still can't see anything -- 
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MR. BLUMENSON: I want to 

say one thing for the record. I an not an 
attorney in the Armstrong case. I have had 
nothing to do with the Armstrong case. I 
can't — I don't know the situation with the 
production of documents in the Armstrong case. 
That's a separate case. 

Q. All I'm trying to elicit from you now, 
Mr. Armstrong, is your best recollection of 
what happened. I don't care — 

A. I understand that -- Mr. Geller 
indicated the other day that, yeah, that's a 
reasonable request, he ought to get them. I 
can't -- I've tried since 1982 to get these 
documents which are my documents, rightfully 
mine, clearly inappropriate. You people use 
them in whatever context you want, but I can't 
get them. How much more abuse do you think 
one individual has to take? 

Q. All I'm trying to -- 

A. All you want to do is destroy people's 
minds. It's just inappropriate. 

Q. All I want to do is get your best 
recollection of the questions I'm asking you. 
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And this has nothing to do with the Armstrong 
case . 

MR. TABB: I think we've 

gone over this again and again and again. And 
when you don't like the answer, you keep going 
around the question till you get an answer you 
do like. Let's take things a little more 
directly. And if you get an answer you don't 
like, live with it. 

MR. HERTZBERG: First of all, 

I don't like the characterization that Eric 
has been asking the same questions. I think 
perhaps the problem is here the line of 
questions gets broken up by these kinds of 
free-form comments and outbursts that have 
occurred just as recently as 30 seconds ago. 

And perhaps you will want to 
remind your client that I am not under any 
order from any court in California and I — 
and neither is Eric for that matter, as I 
under stand it. 

MR. TABB: Mr. Blumenson's 

client is, and I think the request is 
reasonable. Mr. Geller thought the request 
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was reasonable. Mr. Armstrong is trying to 
remember about documents that you have had the 
advantage of seeing and that Mr. Armstrong has 
not. Ke does not recall things immediately. 

Mr. Blumenson keeps trying 
to get a characterization that he likes on the 
record which Mr. Armstrong is unwilling to 
give because he cannot remember. And we keep 
going around in the same circle. If Mr. 
Blumenson would try and advance the 
questioning so that we go to other points when 
Mr. Armstrong can't give an answer, maybe we 
could make a little progress and talk about 
Ton j a Burden. — 

MR. BLUMENSON: Let's move 

on to the Burden representation, because it's 
to none of our benefit to have -- 

MR. TABB: I agree. 

THE WITNESS: This man sits 

here from a Boston organization with documents 
belonging to Gerry Armstrong. How they come 
into his possession and not mine, who knows? 
I've never been to Boston org. 

Q. Look, wouldn't you be happier if we 
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just asked questions rather than having an 
argument in this deposition today? 

A. No. I've tried, I've pleaded, I've 
spent years now, and we have orders from the 
California Supreme Court, and I can't get the 
documents because — this is in violation and 
absolute contempt of court which you people 
have — 

MR. HERTZBERGs Let's just 
go through with the deposition. 

A. I can't get my documents? 

Q. I'm not asking you about a document 
right now, Gerry, I'm asking you about your 
conversations with Tonja Burden. In your 
conversations with Tonja Burden — which is 
how this whole thing began. In your 
conversation with Tonja Burden, did she tell 
you anything that you recall about her 
relationship to her parents? 

A. I can't recall anything right now. 

Q. All right. Did she ever express to 
you a desire to be reunited with her parents? 

A. I can't recall anything right now. 

Q. Did she ever express a desire to stay 
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away from her parents? 

A. I can't recall anything right now. 

Q. And do you have any documents yourself 
which would refresh your recollection on that 
subj ect? 

A. I can't recall. 

Q. You can't recall whether you have 
doc umen t s ? 

A. Yeah. I don't recall anything. 

Q. And you're not aware of any documents 
that would refresh your recollection on this? 

A. No. It’s all blank. 

Q. Did she ever complain about not being 
able to see her parents? 

A. To whom? 

Q. To you. Or to anyone you were a 
witness to. 

A. I don't know what time period you're 
talking about or who or -- 

Q. At any time that Tonja was in the 
Church do you recall her complaining about not 
seeing enough of her parents? 

A. I don't recall. 

Q. Do you know whether Tonja Burden ever 
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did see her parents while she was in the 
Church? 

A. I don't recall. 

Q. Does it refresh your recollection if I 
state that she was — she returned from a 
visit with her parents with an automobile that 
they had given her? Does that ring any bell? 

A. What time? 

C. When you were in Florida. 

A. Returned to where? 

Q. To Florida. 

A. What time? 

Q. I imagine that would be 1976 or 1977. 

A. When I was in the RPF? 

Q. I really don't know. Do you have any 
recollection of her returning from a visit 
with her parents -- 

A. It's real hard right now. 

Q. Do you have any recollection of her 
having a car -- 


A. Yep. 

Q. -- in Florida? What kind of car? 

A. T bird. 

Q. And do you recall how she got the car? 
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A. No. 

Q. Did she ever say anything about her 
parents -- what is a T bird? 

A. It's a Ford. 

Q. Do you have any -- was it a late model 
car? I mean, that year car? 

A. That year? What year? 

Q. A contemporary model? Was it a new 
car? When you saw her with the T bird, was it 
a new T bird as far as you could see? 

A. It wasn't new. 

Q. About how old? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Recent? 

A. Definitely after '67. 


Q. 

And 

you 

have 

no recollection whether 

parents 

gave 

her 

that car or not. 

A. 

She 

may 

have 

said. 

Q • 

She 

may 

have 

said that they did? 

A. 

She 

may 

have. 


Q. 

Did 

you 

— hold on one second. 

(A discussion was held off 


the record . ) 


MR. HERTZBERG: Excuse us 
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for a moment. 

MR. TABB: Let's break. 

(A recess was taken.) 

Q. When we broke, you said you didn't 
recall any statements that — although you did 
discuss with Tonja her relationship with her 
family, you didn't recall the content of any 
of those conversations; is that correct? 

A. Yeah, not right now. 

Q. And do you recall any disconnect order 
that was issued against Tonja Burden seeing 
her parents or talking to her parents? 

A. I don't recall any. 

Q. And you talked with her parents from 
1977 -- I'm sorry, did you talk with her 
parents in 1976? 

A. I don't believe so. You know, if 
there was a phone call from Clearwater, you 
know, there may have been some perfunctory 
call. I don't — I don't recall. 

Q. If her parents wanted to get in touch 
with -- wanted to talk to people about Tonja 
who was a minor at the time, would you have 
been the person they would contact, you or 
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your wife? 




A. When? 




Q. During 

the time 

you were 

her quasi 

guardian as you 

put it. 



A. I'm not 

sure if 

it would 

have or not. 


They had no way, of course, of contacting me 
at the time. 

Q. Because you were on the ship, you mean? 

A. No, because we were in Dunedin. The 
location was secret. And then I was in Culver 
City, California, location was secret, and 
then I was in the RPF. 

Q. Weren't you her guardian on the ship 
the Apollo? 

A. No. 

Q. Was she Terry's minor maid on the ship 
Apo1lo? 


A. I don't know. Maybe. 

Q. You don't know? 

A. May have been. I don't know if she 
was or not. 


Q. Did you or Terry have any other minors 
in your charge during the time you were in 
Scientology? 
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A. Maybe. 

Q. You don't recall? 

A. You know, the — if someone was 
assigned. You know, they needed someone to 
choose. It was a -- you didn't do anything, 
there was nothing you could do. All the rules 
were set by Hubbard. Couldn't take care of 
anyone. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Can you mark 

this document entitled "RE: TONJA BURDEN FROM 

GERRY ARMSTRONG," Exhibit No. 2 for 
identification? 

(Armstrong Deposition 
Exhibit 2 was mark’d for identification.) 

Q. Now, showing you this document that's 
marked Exhibit 2, have you ever seen that 
document before at any time? 

A. No . 

Q. Does it appear to be a — the kind of 
document that the GO would write up after an 
interview about a plaintiff? 

A. Let me see if there is anything here 
about destroying anyone or — 

Q. Well, does it appear to be a document 
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the legal department of the GO would write up 
after an interview about a plaintiff? Take 
your time and read the whole thing. 

(Pause.) 

A. Okay. 

Q. Have you read that whole document? 

A. Yeah . 

Q. And does that refresh your 
recollection of an interview you had with the 
legal department of the GO on May 13th, 1981? 

A. How did you arrive at May 13th, 1981? 

Q. Well, I'm just looking at the top here. 
It says, "interviewed on 13-5-81 in regards to 
Tonj a Burden." 

A. (No response.) 

Q. Do you want to read it again? 

A. What's the date of this? Because the 


date is 

basically the 

same. But 

I remember 

talking 

to 

them 

about 

Go 1dm ine . 

There 

i s 

nothing 

in 

here 

about 

Goldmine . 

There 

i s 

nothing 

i n 

here 

about 

the Rockefeller 

conflict 

or the 

Rothchilds-Rockefeller conflict 

. There 

is a whole 

bunch o f — 

so I don' 

t know 

i f 

their date 

is r 

ig h t or 

wrong . 
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Q. All right. This is a two-page 
document you've just read; correct, Exhibit 2? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And you said that you had more than 
one interview with the GO legal department; 
correct? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And are you clear that it was in this 
interview rather than another that you talked 
about Goldmine or the Rockefeller conflict? 

Do you remember whether it was this interview 
or a different interview? 

A. Well, I'm — they could have combined 
the data, because, you know, some of these 
things here are identical to what appears in 
that affidavit — the time — it's like 
they've transposed it. 

Q. Is it fair to say that this interview 
was used to draft the subsequent affidavit 
which you signed? 

A. Well, except the dates are wrong. 

That's why I'm wondering why they've got 13-5-81. 
So I don't know. Is there one around who can 
authenticate this thing? 
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Q. Well, I'm asking you whether you 
recall telling those things -- 

A. I've never seen this document before - 

Q. I understand. Whether you recall 
telling those things to the GO? 

A. Some of them. 

Q. Do you see anything in there that is 
inaccurate? 

A. Oh, yeah. 

Q. All right. Would you identify each 

and every inaccuracy in that interview, that 
document? Take your time to read as much — 

A. Yeah, the mail was opened but not read 
Some of it I read, certainly enough to be able 
to know what it was and get it to its right 
person . 

Q. All right. So you did read enough of 

the mail to be able to deliver it. 

A. Absolutely. Certainly enough and in 
some cases I -- in detail. 

Q. Is there any reason why you didn't 
state that in this interview? 

MR. TABS: We don't know 

that he didn't. Someone else wrote this up. 
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MR. BLUMENSON: All right. 

Q. That's one inaccuracy. Is there 
anything else that's inaccurate? 

MR. BLUMENSON: May the 

record reflect that Mr. Tabb just pointed to a 
paragraph in the document. 

Q. Now were you going to say something 
about that paragraph? 

A. No, I wasn't. 

THE WITNESS: Do you want to 

show me which paragraph you pointed to? 

MR. TABB: Actually I 

pointed to the wrong one. Is that accurate? 

(Pause.) 

A. The RPF worked a lot over eight hours 
during that period, and rarely, if ever, got 
seven and a half hours sleep. 

Q. Do you recall whether you said that at 
any time that the RPF worked eight hours and 
got seven and a half hours of sleep? 

A . Undoubtedly. 

Q. And you said it in this interview; 
isn't that correct? 

A. Well, you know, we were trying to 
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refute certain of Tonja's allegations, so I 
was able to, you know, twist it. Because that 
was the policy. The fact was, we weren't. We 
weren't getting that — 

Q. When you gave this interview, the 
notes of the interview were not to be handed 
into court; correct? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And the purpose of this interview was 
so that the legal department would know what 
actually happened to Tonja; isn't that true? 

A. Well, within certain parameters. 

Q. Did they tell you to say anything in 
this interview? 

A. No, but this is — 

Q. They didn't tell you what to say in 
this interview, did they? 

A. No, but you certainly could never say 
what the real conditions were, you know. The 
RPF is a prison, and you would never say that 
it's a prison in there. You'd say how 
wonderful it was and what a great time -- what 
a tremendous opportunity, so -- 

Q. What you said to the interviewees from 
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the legal department — interviewers of the 
legal department of the GO, though, was your 
own words and not fed — force fed into you; 
isn’t that correct? 

A. Yeah. I mean, within certain 
considerations. Like I say, you dared not 
ever -- 

Q. You wouldn't call it a prison. 

A. Absolutely not. 

Q. All right, but did they ask you -- 

A. You couldn't do anything but say hov; 
wonderful it was. 

Q. Well, did they ask you — is that true, 
by the way, of all the interviews that the 
legal department of the GO conducted, that 
they weren't interested in getting the facts, 
but merely in obtaining some justifications? 

A. I'd say that's true. 

Q. All right. Did you, in the interview 

were you asked -- 

A. Like I say, I went into — I know for 

certain that during this -- at least with the 

two individuals that I talked to, I mean, we — 
during that time we talked about information 
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from Tonj a's PC file. 


Q. 

All right. We'll get to that in a 

minute. 

Did they ask you what the schedule of 

the RPF 

was in this interview? 

A. 

Right. 

Q. 

And did you tell them that there were 


eight hours of work and seven and a half hours 
of sleep in this interview? 

A. Well, that's what was per policy. But 
the reality was something different from that. 


Q. 

And the policy was that there was a 

cer tain 

schedule the RPF should follow? 

A. 

Right. 

Q. 

And the policy was that there would be 


seven and a half hours of sleep? 


A. 

Right . 

Q. 

And you were head of the RPF when 


Tonja Burden was there, weren't you? 


A. 

Correct. 

Q. 

And when you executed this policy. 

though, 

you veered from the hours; is that 


correct? 

A. Yeah. We were continually ordered - 
the Clearwater building had burned down, and 
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we were the people who were going to -- you 
know, we spent months on little or no sleep 
working on drying out 50-1 letters and that 
sort of thing. It went on for months. 

Q. Okay. Who set the policy in terms of 
the hours of the RPF? 

A. Well, L. Ron Hubbard set the policy. 

Q. And you executed the policy because 
you were head of the RPF; is that correct? 

A. Well, there was many people above me. 
There was LRH commissions which would come in 
and totally wipe it out. And although the 
policy is that you eat three meals a day, 
Hubbard would send down an order of rice and 
beans. So although the policy may look one 
way, the reality is a whole different picture. 

Q. All right. Do you see any other 
inaccuracies than what you've pointed out 
already in this interview? 

MR. TABBs I object to the 
continued calling this an interview. This is 
someone else's notes. We don't know whether 
this is what Gerry said or just what someone 
thought Gerry said, or would have like to have 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
723-9432 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

15 

1 6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


179 


believed that's what Gerry would have said. 

Q. What is that? There is another 

inaccuracy in this account of your — 

A. Well, there is at least another 

interview. 

(Pause . ) 

A. Well, I don't know, it's fairly 
accurate . 

Q. All right. And you've read this — 
the complete two pages now, haven't you? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And you read it line by line over the 
past 15 minutes; isn't that fair to say? 

A. Well, you know, I mean, between 
answering questions, I've certainly looked at 
it. If you have a specific area of inquiry. 

Q. Okay. And other than the areas you 
have just mentioned, it's an accurate account 
of what you told GO legal people at the time. 

A. Yeah, in part. You know, it has that -- 
like I say, it's omitted some things, because 
I definitely talked about Goldmine, GO traffic, 
GO operations which came there, what Tonja 
would or would not have seen, and we talked 
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about 

Ton j a 

' s drugs 

and 

sex . 



Q 

All 

right. 

And 

— but in 

terms 

of 

what 

is in 

there, other 

than the 

things 

that 


you've pointed out, it is accurate. 

A. Well, you know, again, it's from their 
viewpoint, and there are those inaccuracies 
which I did point out. And aside from that, 
it's, you know, certainly more accurate than 
the affidavit which was prepared. 

Q. All right. Now, you have a memory in 
either this interview or another one of your 
interviews with the legal staff about the 
Burden case of talking about Goldmine. Is 
that what you said? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. You can't say whether it was this 
interview, though, or another interview; isn't 
that correct? 

A. Well, my recollection is the earlier 
one, but it could have been this one. 

Q. All right. And did you also say that 
you had conversations that you recall which 
are not in these notes about a Rockefeller? 

A. Same thing. There was a number of 
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operations -- they wanted to know well, what 
GO operations could she have seen? And so I 
knew because I had seen these operations. I'd 
seen a great deal of them. 

Q. And you told them as honestly as you 
could what operations you believed she might 
have seen; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And whether or not they were legal or 
illegal operations would not have kept you 
from telling the GO legal department what you 
knew; correct? 

A. Probably, yeah. 

Q. In other words, if you had known of 
something which you regarded as incriminating 
to the Church about some GO operation and they 
asked you about it, you would have told them 
what you knew; isn’t that fair to say? 

A. Well, not exactly an equation like 
that, but generally that would be the case. 

Q. All right. Now, what was the 
Rockefeller -- strike that. What did you tell 
them that you recall now that's not in these 
notes about Tonja Burden's drug history? 
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A. That wasn't the way it was. What they 
said was that they wanted to know had she ever 
talked to me about these things, and they said, 
"We have all this information, but we have to 
have it come from a third party, from another 
source." 

Q. Who said that? 

A. The — Norm Taylor was one and the 
other guy, whoever it was that — 

Q. Did they both say it or just one of 
them say it? 

A. Well, I discussed it with both. The 

first guy was the one who said it and 
introduced me to that fact of legitimizing 
information taken from PC folders. And I 
asked Norm Taylor about it as well. 

Q. And what information did they say they 

had ? 

A. They had information on her use of 
drugs, and, you know, promiscuity, who she had 
been sleeping with, her sex history since she 
was a little girl. 

Q. How young was she when she started 
having sex as far as — 
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A. You people know that. I don’t recall 
the -- 

Q. Well, did you tell them anything about 
her history of promiscuity? 

A. I said that I knew nothing about it. 

So they said that then they would not use me 
as the source of that information. 

Q. And what drugs -- had she ever 
discussed her drug use with you? 

A. Well, the same thing there, I don't 
recall if she did or not. She may have 
mentioned something, but — 

Q. Do you know whether she had a drug 
history prior to joining the Church? 

A. Well, I know that only from whatever 
was kicked around after she left, you know. 

It was freely discussed among the people who 
had known her after she left. 

Q. Did you ever have any — did you ever, 
from -- strike that. Did you ever learn about 
her drug or sex history from any source other 
than people kicking it around after she left? 

A. Well, this -- the GO asked me about 
specific instances. They knew. They 
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mentioned names, you know, Cooper Rounds and 
others. And they knew drugs, and I got from 
them, whoever that guy was, that the 
information came from her perclear folders, 
but they wanted someone else to be the source 
of it. 

Q. And you didn't get this information 
yourself from her perclear folders, did you? 

A. Never seen her folders. 

Q. You never saw her folders at all. 

A. No . 

Q. And who is Cooper Rounds? 

A. He was a public — called a public 
scientologist. He was an FCCI. He was a 
person who -- he was a son or something 
connected to the family, Coleman lantern 
company, the Coleman heater, Coleman stoves. 

I think that's what I know about it. 

Q. What did he have to do with the Tonja 
Burden situation? 

A. Well, what this -- I guess he was 
sleeping with her. 

Q. Do you know how old she was when that 
was happening? 
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A. No idea. 

Q. And did he report that he'd been 
sleeping with her to the Church, to your 
knowledge? 

A. The sleazeball. I don't know. 

Q. Did you ever see anyone reviewing 
Tonja Burden's PC files? 

A. Oh, let me see. You know, I probably 

did because I ran the RPF, but I don't recall — 

Q. Do you have any memory of having seen 
that h a ppe n ? 

A. No . 

Q. And do you have any — what drugs were 
you told she had used? 

A. Can't currently answer. 

Q. Why is that? 

A. Because I can't currently answer. 

Q. Because you don't have any information 
as to what drugs she used from any source? 

Isn't it true that you don't have any 
information from any source of what kind of 
drugs she used? 

A. What? 

Q. Isn't it true that you don't have any 
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information from any source of what kind of 
drugs Tonja used? 

A. No. I was told at the time. I was 


told, you 

know, 

"Did 

she 

ever 

talk about using 

marijuana? 

Did 

she 

ever 

talk 

about using, you 

know, some 

pills 

? " 

I forget, 

you know, but — 


Q. You were asked whether she ever talked 
about using marijuana. Is that what you're 
saying? 

A. Yeah. Did she ever talk to me about 

i t. 

Q. And what did you say in answer to that 
question? 

A. I don't know. If, you know, she -- I 

don't recall. But I know that's where they — 
they had the list from. That's when I first 
learned of the use of third parties to 
legitimize that information. 

Q. When you were interviewed by the GO 
legal department, they wanted to know 
generally what you knew about all of her 
allegations; isn't that true, not just what 
was in the PC file? 

A. Correct. 
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Q. And one of her answers was that 
Scientology had promised to cure her drug 
problems; isn't that true? 

A. Oh, I don't — 

Q. You don't know? 

A. I don't recall if that was one of them 
or not. 

Q. All right. And does Scientology have 
a policy against use of drugs? 

£. Well, it has a policy at a certain 
level . 

Q. Isn't it true that the vast majority 

of scientologists do not use illicit drugs? 

A. Illicit drugs? I'd say that that's 
accurate. 

Q. And isn't it true that many people 
entering the Church of Scientology enter with 
drug problems? Isn't that accurate? 

A. I'd say that's not accurate. 

Q. Isn't it fair to say that of the 

numbers of people who come into Scientology, 
many of them do eliminate their use of drugs 
while they are in the Church? Is that fair to 
say? 
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A. Well, in that it's an ethics offense, 
you know, I suppose that that’s true. But, 
you know, in — 

Q. And isn't it a fact that there is also 

Scientology technology that is designed to 
deal with drug addiction and drug use? 

A. That's stated by -- yes. 

Q. And isn't it also true that the Church 

of Scientology has a strong ethics positions 
against promiscuity or so called out-2D 
relationships? 

A. On a certain level, yes. 

Q. And is it true also that if Tonja 

Burden, as a minor, was having sexual 
relations with people, that that would be of 
concern to the Church? 

A. At a certain level. 

Q. And isn't it true that she would, as a 

minor on the boat or in the Church's care, 
would be told to cease those sexual 
relationships? 

A. It could be. 

Q. Do you know whether she was told that? 

A. Don't know. 
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Q. Do you recall hearing anything from 
Tonja Burden or any other source about her use 
of LSD, if any? 

A. You know, in all that time, she may 
have mentioned it. I don't know. 

Q. When you knew Tonja Burden as her 
quasi guardian, you knew that she had 
previously had drug problems, did you not? 

A. Again, that's your statement of 
problems. I knew that she'd done them. 

Q. And you knew also that while she was 
in Scientology she stopped using it; isn't 
that true? 

A. Well, I can't state that as a fact, 
but it seems pretty logical. 

Q. As far as you knew, she had stopped 
her drug use. 

A. Yeah. You know, that was — it was an 
ethics offense at that level in the 
organization to use drugs. 

Q. And is it fair to say that -- strike 
that. Had you heard of L. Ron Hubbard calling 
Tonja by a nickname like "my horsey" or some 
name of that sort? 
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A. Yeah. 

Q. And have you seen L. Ron Hubbard 
interact with Tonja Burden on the boat, on the 
Apo1lo ? 

A. I may have. 

Q. Nothing sticks in your mind? 

A. No. You know, when I talk about that, 
you know, I was able to observe her regularly 
at UCE, so I saw them interact during that 
period when he was there. 

Q. And did you see them interact on a 
daily basis at UCE? 

A. You know, pretty well, you know, it 
wasn't a continual thing, but she was a 
messenger functioning there. It seems to me 
she was there during — you know, the nickname 
I mean, I saw that in correspondence. It 
wasn't anything that I heard verbally. 

Q. Did they carry on a correspondence, 

LRH and Tonja Burden? 

A. Yeah. I was the relay of that stuff. 

I saw that stuff. 

Q. And at one point was Tonja Burden 

close to L. Ron Hubbard and vice versa? 
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A. Well, I don't think anyone got close 
to L. Ron Hubbard. But she probably 
considered at the time that she was close. 

Q. Was he friendly to her? 

A. I think so. 

Q. Do you think he liked her? 

A. That's a real hard question. I don't 
know if he liked anyone. 

Q. From what you could see from his 
behavior -- 

A. She probably was the most unthrea ten i ng 
person in the world, so she got his — yeah. 
Yeah, it could be construed as friendly. 

Q. And did you see what kind of work she 
did for him? 

A. In a -- certainly some of it. 

Q. What was that work she did for him? 

A. She was -- she worked in the external 
comm bureau, she relayed telexes, she handled 
the mail, she — coding and decoding, taking 
his traffic in. That was mainly it. You know, 
sometimes I would see her as a — on watch 
with him as a messenger, but she was always a 
junior messenger. I don't think I ever had a 
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message run from her. But I would see them 
together on occasion. 

Q. Did you — what does on watch mean? 

A. Hubbard had messengers with him 24 
hours a day. Or when he was sleeping, they 
stayed outside the door. But there was always 
a watch on duty, a watch of messengers or a 
group of messengers on watch. And there was a 
senior watch messenger, usually a junior watch 
messenger, and a trainee or ghost. Tonja was 
usually a trainee or a ghost. 

Q. And that would be someone who would 
learn how to be a messenger from watching a 
full fledged messenger, being a ghost? 

A. Yeah, by doing — performing the same 
duties that they did. 

Q. Do you recall any other duties that 
she might have done while she was in the CKO? 

A. Oh, yeah. I remember she was -- she 
mainly was -- my recollection is she was 
involved in cleaning, doing laundry, cleaning 
cabins, cleaning rooms. 

Q. Was this on the Apollo? 

A. Uh-huh (affirmative response). 
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Q. Was this also later on at the UCE? 

A. I don’t recall specifically. Although 
she nay have been involved in that at UCE. I 
don't recall specifically if that was done or 
not. Certainly at UCE she was mainly involved 
in the external communications bureau. At 
least that's where I saw her. She may have 
gone on photo shoots. But where I would have 
observed her was in the external 
communications bureau. 

Q. All right. Did you state that you 

thought she liked him while she worked for him? 

A. Oh, I think so. You know, everyone 

did. You know, we were all completely 
dedicated to the man. 

Q. And did you ever see, during the time 

they were together, L. Ron Hubbard mistreat 
Tonj a Burden? 

A. No . 

Q. And did Tonja Burden ever achieve the 

status of full fledged messenger, to your 
knowledge? 

A. No . 

Q. Would that have limited her access to 
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telexes at all? 

A. No. In fact, as a junior, she was 
more involved in telexes than the others 
because the others had other duties, and this 
was a -- although they rotated, she was the - 
she spent more time in external comm than any 


o f 

the 

other 

messengers 

• 





Q. 

We r e 

you in the 

CMO 

your self? 



A. 

Well, 

you know. 

in - 

- 

when I got 

out 

o f 

the 

RPF in 

December 

' 77 , 

I 

was told that 

I 

was 

in the 

CMO and I 

wor ked 

within the 

CMO 


confines, the CMO office, first in Clearwater 
and then in Los Angeles. But then when I 

transferred out to LaQuinta, I was assigned to 
the photo shoot organization. And so it was 
never formally posted in the CMO. 

Q. When people went on photo shoots, was 

that film, taking films rather than stills? 

A. What period? 

Q. During the time that you said Tonja 
Burden was -- may have been on photo shoots. 

A. No, those were stills. 

Q. And was there an opportunity to learn 

anything about cameras or taking pictures on a 
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photo shoot, from your experience? 

A. It depends what her duties were, of 
course, but I suppose. You know, it's sort of 

like is there an opportunity to learn law by 
being on the receiving end of a deposition. 

Q. And did you, during the time — strike 
that. You were on the Apollo with L. Ron 
Hubbard; correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And you were in Dunedin with L. Ron 
Hubbard; correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And during the time that you, Tonja 
Burden, and L. Ron Hubbard were all in the 
same place on the Apollo or in Florida, did 
you see L. Ron Hubbard abuse or mistreat 
anyone at all? 

A. VJe 11 , I saw -- there was a kid during 

that period who was thrown in the -- he 
ordered thrown in the chain locker. He was a 
12-year-old, I think. Lonnie Garriepy Hubbard 
ordered in the chain locker. I consider that 
abuse. 

Q. How long was that person in the chain 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
723*9432 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

3 

9 

10 

11 

1 2 

13 

14 

1 5 

16 

17 

18 

1 9 

20 

2 1 

22 

23 

24 


196 


locker? 

A. You know, I don't know if he was in 
the chain locker for a day or two days or — I 
know he was there. I -- 

Q. He was there for some -- is your best 
guess it might have been a day or two days? 

A. Can't tell you for sure. I know he 
v/as in there. 

Q. Could it have been less than a day? 

A. It may have been, but I don't -- I 
don't recall. It seems to me it was a 
significant amount of time. It was a 
significant event in my life. 

Q. Can you recall any other events 
significant like that of discipline or abuse 
that you attribute to L. Ron Hubbard while you 
were on the Apollo or in Florida? 

A. Oh, yeah, sure. My own self. He had 
me locked up for three weeks. He assigned me 
to the RPF twice. 

Q. By locked up, you mean in the RPF, 
don't you? 

A. No. Physically imprisoned, held under 
guard, three weeks. 
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Q. 

What year was that? 

A. 

1976, June of 1976. He had me split 

up from 

my wife, he broke up our marriage. 


he's ruined my life. He's the most abusive 
man I ever met. 


Q. 

Would you say that you hate L. Ron 

Hubbard 

now? 

A. 

No . 

Q. 

You bear him no good will, though; 


correct? 


A. 

Well, that's not an equation. 

Q. 

During the time -- 

A. 

I would like him to end the stupidity, 

end the 

madness, end this stuff. 

Q. 

While you were in the Church of 


Scientology until 1980 or so, you thought very 
highly of L. Ron Hubbard, did you not, highly 
enough to want to compile his biography? 


A. 

After awhile you didn't think. 

Q. 

Well, I'm asking you. In 197- -- when 


you were on the Apollo and when you were in 


Flor ida 

you thought highly of L. Ron Hubbard, 

did you 

not? 

A. 

I was a very brilliant trained rat. 
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Q. In terms of this person that you named 

who was in the chain locker for some period of 

time, do you recall -- what was the name that 
you gave? 

A. Lonnie Garriepy. 

Q. Do you recall whether he had committed 

some ethical infraction? 

A. I suppose so. Hubbard kept, in his 

archives, kept a confession by this guy, this 
kid. 

Q. What was the infraction he had 
commit ted ? 

A. It seems to me he had dumped something 

overboard. 

Q. Had he stolen somebody else 1 s flute on 

the ship? Would that ring a bell? 

A. That's true. 

Q. And was he disciplined for stealing 

somebody else 1 s flute? 

A. I can't tell if you that's it or not. 
He was — I saw — I knew he was in the chain 
locker, I heard him down below. 

Q. Is it true that when she was a junior, 

that Tonja made many errors that you had to 
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cover 

up? 



A. 

Yeah, she made a 

lot 

of errors. 

Q. 

Did you consider 

her 

a scatterbrain in 

those 

days? 




A. That's really criminal, isn't it? She 
was a little girl. I would say any — but she 
was an SP. So I guess scatterbrain is putting 
it pretty mildly. She was hopelessly 
overwhelmed. She was in terror most of the 
time. She cried -- she'd have fits of crying. 
She was really — she was a hurt little girl. 

Q. Did she ever ask you to leave the 

Apollo ? 

A. What? 

Q. Did she ever ask you to leave the 

Apollo? 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. Did she ever ask you to leave Dunedin 

in Florida? 

A. You mean if she could leave? 

Q. That's right. 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. Did she ever complain about her life 

on the Apollo that you recall? 
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A. No 

. You know 

, it 

wa s a 

crime to 

complain. 

She 

would 

have 

end ed 

up like Lonnie 

Garriepy. 

She 

did in 

any 

case. 

She ended up 


in the RPF. 

Q. You don't recall her complaining about 
her life on the Apollo, do you? 

A. She wasn't happy. 

Q . People left the Apollo, didn't they, 
of their own free will? 

A. Sure. They -- before they left they 
were locked up, they were sec checked, they 
were forced to sign lists of their crimes, so- 
called crimes, things for which they could 
later be blackmailed, embarrassed, destroyed. 

Q. Are you saying that everybody who left 
the Apollo had to sign lists of crimes? Is 
that true? 

A. Unless they were being transferred 
somewhere else. 

Q. What if someone just wanted to leave 
the Church? Did they have to confess to a 
cr ime to do so? 

A. Crimes were taken out of their 
perclear folders, they were typed up into some 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
723-9432 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1 3 

1 4 

1 5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


2 01 


form of a confession, and they had to sign 
them. They had to sign promissory notes and 
waivers and releases and bonds. 

Q. Now, in the Tonja Burden case, you've 
never actually seen that process take place 
with her. 

A. In Tonja? 

Q. On a firsthand basis; correct? 

A. I delivered her up for exactly that 
purpose. 

Q. Well, you never saw that happen; 
correct? 

A. You know, I don't know. I don't know 
if I -- not that I recall. 

Q. Is it true that when you saw Tonja on 
December 10th, 1977, that you stressed that 

you just wanted Tonja to route out legally? 


is that 

true? 





A. 

Yep . 





Q. 

And is 

it true 

that 

Ton ja's mother 

left it 

up to 

Tonja to 

decide whether to 

go 

back and 

route 

out legally? 



A. 

Yep . 





Q. 

And is 

it true 

that 

Tonj a agreed 

to 
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back? 

A. Took all day, but yep. 

Q. And is it true that you then went to 
talk to Tonja's dad and explained to him that 
it was the ethical thing to do and that no one 
would hold her against her will? 

A. Okay. Then there is a wrong sequence 
in there. Because -- 

Q. Apart from whether that happened 
before or after Tonja agreed to come back, 

\ 

isn't it true that you talked to Tonja's dad 
and explained that the ethical thing would be 
to route out honestly and that no one would 
hold her against her will? 

A. I scared the shit out of her father. 

Q. Well, is that a true statement that 
you told him that she could route out of the 
Church and no one would hold her -- 

A. yep. 

Q. And that's what happened, isn't it, 

she routed out of the Church and no one held 
her against her will? 

A. She was held against her will. The 

girl was — she was sec checked. It was a 
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forced interrogation. 

Q. When she went back to the Church did 
you tell her she was going to be sec checked 
or did she -- 

A. I probably told her that she was being 
brought back to route out, but that isn't why 
we were bringing her back. We were bringing 
her back to get enough ammunition on her, to 
have her sign enough documents so that if she 
ever brought a lawsuit like this or threatened 
to divulge any of the things which, in fact, 
happened to her, the organization would have 
enough ammunition on her to destroy her life. 

Q. And what firsthand knowledge do you 
have of the contents of a document which she 
was forced to sign that would -- when you 
brought her back? Do you know what the 
contents of that document were? 

A. She signed promissory notes, I know 
that. 

Q. What about her list of crimes that you 
say that she signed? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. You don't know that she signed any 
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crimes; correct? 

A. We brought her back for that purpose. 
It's part of the routing form. 

Q. And you don't know whether she signed 

that she had committed any crimes, do you? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. And you don't know of any crimes that 

she confessed to -- 

A. She was sec checked for several days. 

Q. Do you know of any crimes she told 
Scientology that she had committed in December 
1977? 

A . I don't know. 

Q. Do you agree that there was no ploy 
about getting some coffee or kidnapping her, 
that neither of those things happened in 
December '77, no false representation about 
getting coffee? 

A. Yeah. She wasn't kidnapped, but it 
seems very likely that we did go for coffee. 

Q. But it was not a rouse to kidnap her, 
in other word s. 

A. No . 

Q. And is it true that when you went to 
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Los Angeles in the car, Tonja seemed cheerful? 

A. No. She was really upset. She was 
scared. She was scared of Terry. Terry was - 
Terry had been her senior for years, and Terry 
was a -- you know, she was known as a real 
hard bitch. And at that time, you know, I 
played very hard and she was terrorized. 

Q. In the car, do you recall attempting 
to terrorize her? 

A. Oh, no, we had our product. We were 

trying to put her at ease. We didn't want any 
disaster happening. 

Q. And isn't it a fact that when you knew 

Tonja Burden, you liked her and cared for her? 

A. She was a sweetheart. 

Q. And in all of your relation with Tonja 

Burden, you did not intend to do any harm to 
her; isn't that true? 

A. I fucking ruined her life. 

Q. You didn't intend to do her any harm 
when you were with her, did you? 

A. You don't intend to do any of those 
things. It's the fucking Nuremberg defense, 
that fucking sleazeball. Heinous acts, rotten 
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things that you just would not -- this is the 
20th century. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Let's take a 

break for five minutes, okay? 

MR. TABB: Yeah, let's do 


that. 


(A recess was taken.) 

MR. BLUMENSON: Ready to 

res ume. 


Q. Did you state in your — I think you 
testified that in your interview with the 
legal department of the GO, you talked about 
what GO operations Tonja Burden might have 
knowledge of from the time she was in 
Scientology. Do you recall that? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And what did you tell them she might 
know? 

A. About the -- anything to do with 
Clearwater all came to Hubbard; that is, the 
setup of the base, intell on the key places in 
Clearwater, Kasairs, Sableman, St. Pete Times, 
Clearwater Sun, the operation to get Hubbard a -- 
the property on the west coast, the early 
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warning system documents. Goldmine. Those 
were the main things that -- the bulk of the 
GO traffic Hubbard was about. 

Q. Did you see those yourself in 1976? 

A. All of those that I just told you 
about. 

Q. Do you have any firsthand knowledge 
that she did see these things or just that she 
'might have seen them? 

A. No, I can't tell you that she did for 
sure. She -- we had the -- yeah, she would 
have, she had to have, because we had the — 
we had all the folders, the operations folders, 
the mission files. And every day when the 
traffic came in on these matters, the records 
or compliances, or whatever, were paper- 
clipped to the front of the file which was 
then sent in to Hubbard for a response, when 
it came back with his reply. 

Q. Did you read these files as you were 
passing the traffic yourself in 1976? 

A. Yeah. I read, you know, enough 
certainly to know what they were about. 

Q. Did you recognize some illegal 
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activities going on in 1976 from reading 
traffic? 

A. I don't know if I perceived it as 
illegal back then. 

Q. Do you think that — 

A. You know, we justified virtually any 
act against anyone. 

Q. When you say that there was an 
operation to get property on the west coast, 
does that mean to get property without being 
recognized as Scientology being the purchaser? 

A. Well, this was to set up the property 
which later became LaQuinta, and that was part 
of -- there was correspondence about that. 

That was part of the early warning system 
operation and exactly what Hubbard wanted in a 
property and what the GO was doing regarding 
it. We had all of Hubbard's communications 
back and forth between any organization 
anywhere during that period, so it wasn't all 
GO traffic. 

When he moved to Washington, D.C., and 
was ordering into Washington, D.C., all of 
that stuff came to us. All of his orders to 
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anyone came through our bureau. 

Q. Is it true what this interview says, 
looking at Exhibit 2, that LRH and MSH had 
left the end of 3-76 and that communication 
from USGO didn't go through the unit after 3-76? 

A. Where is this? 

Q. Down here, I'll show you, page one. 

A. No, that's not true at all. LRH left 
in 3-76, but MSH stayed right through June or 
into July — no, she stayed — Hubbard went to 
Washington, D.C., in March. She stayed right -- 
all the GO traffic continued. We had -- we 
were receiving all the controller traffic. 

This is not accurate. 

Q. All right. Did — 

A. Whoever it was just didn't understand 
the sequence. 

Q. All right. Did you, in — when you 
were on the Apollo, were you port captain at 
some point? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And were you in charge of relations 
with the various ports that you were docked in? 

A. I guess so. Early 1974, a very brief 
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time I was port captain. I can't even tell 
you what ports now, but definitely Lisbon, 
Setubal, and I think the Canaries for a brief 
period. 

Q. And what were the years you were on 
the Apollo? 

A. 1971 through *75. 

Q. And is it fair to say that you did not 
have or that the Apollo did not have 
particularly good relations with many of the 
governments that they sought to dock in, many 
of the countries they sought to dock in? 

A. It certainly became the case. 

Q. And is it true that the Apollo was 

kicked out of various ports while you were on 
it? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that when it was determined when 
the governments would realize that 
scientologists were on the ship, the ship 
would frequently be asked to leave. Isn't 
that fair to say? 

A. No. That's a lie. 

Q. Well, wasn't it true that the 
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Scientology itself was banned in several 
countries during that period? 

A. Such as? 

Q. Is that true or not? 

A • No . 

Q. Did -- did you ever hear of the 
Madeira rock festival? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is that an instance in which rocks 
were thrown at the ship? 

A. Yes. 

Q. In Madeira? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did you shortly thereafter have to 
leave Madeira? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know why the rock festival 
occur red? 

A. In large part, yes. 

Q. Can you tell us? 

A. Because the organization was 
pretending to be something that it was not. 

It was attempting to gain intelligence 
information in the countries which we visited. 
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The cover was a fraud, and they knew that we 
were an intelligence organization of some such. 
They feared that we were the CIA, and as a 
result they protested. 

Q. Who threw rocks? Was it just towns¬ 
people? 

A. Yes. 

Q. This was in Spain? 

A. Porutgal. 

Q. Porutgal. And were you part of any 
intelligence operation in Porutgal? 

A. I suppose -- yeah, I was a major 
public relation figure on the ship, and I was 
definitely involved in the carrying out of the 
cover of, you know, to hide the fact that we 
were Scientology. 

Q. Other than hiding the fact that you 
were Scientology, was there any other 
intelligence operation that you know of that 
was conducted against Porutgal by the Apollo? 

A. I don't think that any intelligence 
operations were conducted against the country, 
they were rather data gathering and cover. 

Q. By data gathering, you mean finding 
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out things about the country. 

A. Yeah. Trying to ingratiate ourselves 

to the people in power. 

Q. And by cover you mean disguising the 
fact that it was a Scientology ship. 

A. Correct, disguising the operations, 

disguising what we were, disguising what was 
going on. 

Q. And other than -- 

A. It was a fraud. 

Q. -- obtaining information, attempting 
to ingratiate yourselves with people in power 
and disguising the fact you were 
scientologists, can you think of any other 
operations that the Apollo conducted against 
Porutgal or any of the countries you docked in? 

A. I don't know. I know there was a GO 
mission which went to Porutgal around that 
time which was separate from whatever we were 
doing on the ship. But I can't say. The 
whole thing was an intelligence operation. It 
was a cover. It was a — 

Q. A cover. By cover you mean disguising 
that it was a Scientology ship; correct? 
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A. Yeah. 

Q. And that's what's meant by shore story, 
isn't it? 

A. Well, there can be a shore story 
within a shore story, but yeah, the shore 
story was a cover. Now, each individual was 
given a shore story if he had to do something. 
There was always a lie, and that's what 
brought about the attacks. When we quit this 
and admitted to a link to Scientology, they 
ended. 

Q. So when you were on the Apollo, you 
went to several different countries; is that 
correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And when these countries would find 
out that you were a Scientology ship, they 
would kick you out of the country; isn't that 
correct? 

A. No, no. When we finally admitted of 
our -- and even then we lied. We'd say that 
well, Scientology was a client. But they knew 
we were lying, and it was the lies which made 
the problems. Same thing in Clearwater. We 
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went in under a cover, United Churches 
Extension. It was the lie which brought about 
the attack. 

Q. Well it's a fact, isn't it, that 
Scientology as Scientology was banned in 
France for some years? Isn't that correct? 

A. Never heard that. 

Q. Was it banned in England for some 
years? 


A. No . 

Q. Wasn't it banned in Austria? 

A. Victoria, state of Victoria. 

Q. And isn't it a fact that some of the 

reasons for going on Apollo was some of the 

unfriendly reception that Scientology received 
around the world? 

A. No. The reason for it was because 
Hubbard was fleeing. He fled from the UK 
because he was wanted in a number of cases. 

He needed to escape somewhere, so his idea was 
creation of the sea organization and this 
phony cover. And that's it. And that's what 
made the problems. 

Q. And because of these increasing legal 
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attacks in various countries, it was necessary 
to basically go on a boat and try to find new 
shelter; isn't that correct? Is that fair to 
say? 

A. It was because Hubbard was fleeing. 

Q. And when you went to Portugal and 
suffered being stoned by the citizenry of 
Madeira, they stoned you when they discovered 
that it was a Scientology ship and not before 
that; isn't that correct? 

A. No, that's not correct. 

Q. Did they stone you before they 
discovered it was a Scientology ship? 

A. Did they discover it was a Scientology 
ship? 

Q. Well, what was the reason they stoned 
the ship? 

A. The reason that they stoned the ship 
was because they thought it was the CIA 
because we were being so covert in our 
activities and we were obviously lying to the 
organization -- to the local people. We were 
claiming that we were a business management 
corporation. And we had people in the RPF 
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running around with black boiler suits on and 
virtually imprisoned. 

Q. Were the townspeople ever allowed to 
visit the Apollo when it was docked? 

A. Absolutely. We had these things 
called open houses, but — 

Q. Was that once a week? 

A. Sometimes it was every day. But we 
toured them through certain parts of the ship 
and not the rest of the ship. That was all 
cordoned off and they knew. They were not as 
stupid as the scientologists and L. Ron 
Hubbard perceived. His perception of humanity 
is that it's basically stupid and you can snow 
them with a phony shore story. That was not 
the case . 

The people were not stupid, and in 
reaction to the fact that we were lying to all 
these people, they protested. ?ind their 
protest took the form of stone these people. 
They thought we were the CIA. We weren't the 
CIA, but we were another intelligence 
operation. 

Q. And isn't it a fact that the reason 
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these shore stories were devised to begin with 
was because, rightly or wrongly, 
scientologists felt that if they were honest 
and said that they were scientologists, they'd 
get an unfriendly reception from this or that 
country in the world? 

A. No. 

Q. Isn't that fair to say? 

A. No, it's not. It's fair to say that 

L. Ro n Hubbard ordered them, because L. Ro n 
Hubba rd lied. 

Q. And L. Ron Hubbard feared that if it 
was known as a Scientology ship it would get 
an unfriendly reception in one or another 
country; isn't that true? 

A. L. Ron Hubbard lied because he was 

afraid. He lied about virtually everything. 

He lied about his control of the organization. 
He lied about his intent towards people. He 
lied about the money he ripped off from people. 
He lied about his past and he lied about what 
he was currently doing. That's what brought 
it about. The continual promulgation of lies 
which were so shallow that people could see 
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through them. And they felt like they'd just 

been ripped of f. 

HR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike that answer as non-responsive. 

Q. I'm asking about a particular lie you 

say was said. You said that L. Ron Hubbard 

ordered lies about that this was a Scientology 

ship because he was afraid; isn't that correct? 

A. Yeah . 

Q. And what was he afraid of if he 
admitted it was a Scientology ship? 

A. First of all, his control. If it was 
Scientology, he obviously was in control. If 
it was operation and transport corporation, he 
can say well, there is, you know — here is 
this board of directors over here and they 
control. It was not the case. It was a 
Scientology operation and Hubbard controlled 
every aspect of it. 

Q. Was he afraid of the reception the 
ship would receive if it was known as a 
Scientology ship? Yes or no? 

A. Hubbard was afraid of having to answer 
about his past and having to answer about 
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money and having to answer about his control 
of the organization. 

Q. Were townspeople -- I'm sorry, did the 
staff of the Apollo, the scientologists on the 
Apollo, have days when they would be able to 
go on shore in the various ports? 

A. Yes, there were such things. 

Q. Did they go on shore about once a week? 

A. Mo . 

Q. Once every two weeks? 

A. If their stats were up and if they 
could get away, yes. 

Q. Did you go on shore about once every 
two weeks? 

A. Nope. 

Q. About how often -- about how many 
times did you go on shore during a year like 
1975? 

A. Virtually every day. 

Q. And when you went on shore, did you 
ever eat in a restaurant there? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you ever go to a discotheque? 

A. I don't think so. Maybe one in 
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Bermuda. 

Q. Did you ever go to night clubs? 

A. I don't — you know, I worked 
virtually every day in that whole time. 

Q. Well, isn't it true that people would 
have shore leave and go and have parties in 
the town, go off the ship and have a party at 
a restaurant or a discotheque? Isn't that 
what people on the Apollo would do on occasion? 

A. It may have happened. It was real 
rare. 

Q. When shore leave would occur, would 
people go out and eat at restaurants? 

A. Yes. 

Q. There were no restrictions on their 
ability to partake in the amenities of the 
town, were there? 

A. Well, yeah, there was lots of people 
couldn't get off the ship. 

Q. Well, when somebody went out on shore 
leave, they were free to roam around the town; 
correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. To go to a movie? 
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A. Correct. 


Q. And people did go to see movies, 
didn't they? 

A. Uh-huh (affirmative response). 

Q. Now, on the ship did y'all eat the 


same food? 


A. No. 


Q. Who didn't eat the same food? 
A. L. Ron Hubbard. 


Q. Anybody else? 
A. The RPF. 


MR. HERTZBERG: Let the 

record reflect that Mr. Tabb has just written 
a note on his yellow legal pad and passed it 
on to Mr. Armstrong. 

THE WITNESS: Let the record 


reflect that Mr. Armstrong rejected it. 

Q. On the ship did you have three meals a 

day? 

A. Yes. 


Q. And did you ordinarily have some kind 
of meat or chicken, of that nature for dinner? 


A. Yep. 

Q. And was there enough to eat as far as 
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you were concerned, quantitywise? 

A. Yeah — you know, food was not a big 
deal. Sleep was a big deal. 

Q. By "food was not a big deal," you had 
no complaints about the quantities of food you 
were getting. 

A. Well, there were -- well, in the RPF 
it was a whole different story. But on -- it 
was not great, and there were times when it 
was poor, but food was not a major 
consideration for me. 

Q. Isn't it a fact that almost every day 
you had enough to eat as a staff member of the 
Apollo? I'm talking about quantity and not 
the quality of the cooking. 

A. That's generally true, yeah. 

MR. TABB: We are excluding 

the RPF, aren't we? 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. The RPF 

was a whole different picture. 

Q. And is it true that in the RPF people 
were served such things as roast beef, chicken, 
and steak? 

A. Well, it was pretty rare. There was a 
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major period in the RPF when we ate rice and 
beans day after day. 

Q. What period was that? 

A. 1977.- But as early as -- 

Q. What month? 

A. I couldn't tell you the month. There 
was sequences of time when that's all we had. 
There were also periods of time when we were 
not under one of those LRH ordered rice and 
beans period but rather that the RPF ate 
whatever was left from the rest of the crew. 
And there were periods of time when that was 
very inadequate and very different from 
whatever they ate. 

Q. Did you ever feel that when you were 
in the Church malnutrition was a problem for 
you? 

A. You know, in — you dared not think 
about -- you could never complain about that 
sort of thing. 

Q. Well, I'm not asking whether you 
complained, I'm asking did you think you were 
malnourished while you were in the Church at 
any time. 
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A. I don't know if I — I don't think 
that you -- that I thought thoughts like that. 

Q. And you never heard Tonja Burden 
complain about being malnourished, did you? 

A. I don't know. I don't recall if she 
did. Certainly other people had a different 
constitution from mine, and, you know, sleep 
deprivation took its toll. But food was more 
of a concern for others than it was for me. 

Q. Can you name a person for whom it was 
a concern? 

A. I don't know. I can recall people 
having trouble getting sick. 

Q. Can you remember anybody who had that 
trouble? 

A. I think Cathy Car iotaki. I think we 
off-loaded her because she got TB or something. 

Q. And do you know why she got TB? 

A. I don't know. Why does one get TB? 

Q. All right. Now, was there a schedule 
that the staff of the Apollo, scientologists 
on the Apollo generally adhered to, like 
lights out and lights on, that sort of thing? 

A . No . 
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Q. People didn't go to sleep at the same 
time — 

A. No . 

Q. -- generally? Was there a policy of 
seven and a half hours of sleep on the Apollo? 

A. No . 

Q. Was there any policy pertaining to 
sleep at all? 

A. There was no set amount of time, and I 
can speak from experience that you did not 
secure until whatever it was you had to do was 
done. And that sleep deprivation was a big 
part of the sea org. It pervaded the whole of 
the sea org, and people were kept up extremely 
long hours, sometimes days in a row. 

Q. Do you have any personal knowledge of 
Tonja Burden's schedule while she was on the 
Apollo? 

A. Well, I know that there were times 
when Tonja was -- not all the time, but there 
were times when Tonja was definitely, you know, 
exhausted. 

Q. And how do you know that? 

A. Well, she used to clean my room. I 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
723-9432 





1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

3 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1 4 

1 5 

1 6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 


22 7 


used to see her, you know, on occasion. 

Q. Did you ever say in an interview that 
she seemed happy when she cleaned your room? 

A. Undoubtedly. 

Q. Were you lying when you said that? 

A. Well, you know, they certainly did not 
want to hear anything, you know, bad about 
Ton j a. 

Q. I was asking whether you were lying 
when you said that, that she was happy when 
she cleaned your room, that she seemed happy — 

A. I probably said that. 

Q. And it was probably true when you said 
it, wasn't it? 

A. Well, there is another aspect to it as 
well, and that is the reality of what was 
really going on with Tonja. What was really 
going on with Gerald Armstrong. I probably 
ran around with a smile on my face. I was 
terrorized. 

Q. Weren't you on the Apollo because you 
wanted to be on the Apollo? 

A. I was assigned to the Apollo. 

Q. Didn't you want to be on the Apollo 
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when you were there? 

A. I don't think you -- you know, you -- 
you know, does a prisoner want to be in jail? 
He may stay in jail, he may even get weekends 
off, but does he really want to be there? 

Q. No. But it's a fact that you wanted 

to be on the Apollo; isn't that true? 

A. I don't think so. I could not say 

anything else. If you said you didn't want to 
be there, bang, you're locked up. 

Q. Isn't it true that a lot of people on 

the Apollo who have not left Scientology look 
at their time on the Apollo with L. Ron 
Hubbard as one of the best times of their 
lives? Is that true? 

A. Undoubtedly. You're dealing with 

mental phenomena. 

Q. And isn't it true that while you were 
on the Apollo and believed in Scientology you 
looked on it as a good experience? Isn't that 
fair to say? 

A. You know, it was -- you know, I still 
try to look on it that way, because who wants 
to get hung up in the horror and the terror of 
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it all. 3ut the fact is, it was terrifying. 

The fact is, we were kept mentally and 
physically -- we were deprived of sleep, we 
were deprived of normal communications with 
family, we were kept impoverished, and it was 
forced labor with no return. And there was 
the continual threat of falling out of graces, 
of being assigned to the RPF, of being 
off-loaded, of being beached. You know, it 
was 

Q. V7as being in the CMO a -- considered, 
and working with Hubbard considered an honor 
among the people on Apollo? 

A. I think certainly it was amongst those 
who considered it that. 

Q. And isn't it true that Tonja Burden 
was somebody who considered it an honor to 
work in the CMO with Hubbard? 

A. I don't know if Tonja articulated that 
concept at all in her mind. I can't answer 
for -- 

Q. Well , Tonja wanted to be a CMO when 
she was on the Apollo, did she not? Didn't 
she have to apply to become a member of the 
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C M 0 ? 

A . Cor r ec t. 

Q. And wasn't she rejected as a member of 
the CMO because of her drug history? 

A. Sleazeballs. I don't know. 

Q. Well, it's a fact, isn't it, that if 
you have a history of drugs you may not be 
eligible for many of the things Scientology 
offers people? Isn't that true? 

A. I don't know if that was the case then 


or not. 

Q. Well, isn't it the case that somebody 
with the history of drug use would have a 
harder time getting to be in the CMO? 

A. I doff't know. You'd have to ask each 

individual member. 

Q. Isn't it true that in order to get 
auditing, for example, you can't have used 
drugs recently in order to have been auditing? 
They won't accept you in auditing if you've 
used drugs. 

A. Correct. 

Q. Even if you've used drugs such as 

aspirin or Valium or prescription drugs, they 
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might refuse to give you auditing at the 
Church; isn't that true? 

A. I can't answer. 

Q. You don't know whether that's true. 

Let me ask you this to try to — 

A. Well, you know, the situations change. 

It's not an exact equation like that. 

Q. Well, in your experience in the Church, 
isn't it a fact that there were a whole list 
of drugs which if someone took they would not 
be permitted to take auditing? 

A. Yes, that's true. 

Q. And isn't it true that if someone was 
under the care of a psychiatrist or had at any 
time been in a mental institution, they would 
have a very difficult time getting auditing if 
think could at all? 

A. Great Church, isn't it? 

Q . Isn't that true? 

A. Great Church. 

Q. Is that statement correct? 

A. Yes . 

Q. And it's also true that if someone had 
family who was against the Church, 
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antagonistic to the Church, that that person 

would not be permitted to get auditing until 

( 

it was handled; isn't that correct? 

A. Well, it's not exactly an equation. 

You know, L. Ron Hubbard is a fine example. 

His son, of course, was antagonistic and he 
was connected — his other members of his 
family didn't like Scientology. But he 
continued to get auditing. So it wasn't 
exactly an equation. 

And of course you could be called in 
and sec checked about anything regardless of 
your condition, regardless of drugs, 
regardless of anything, you know, and the sec 
checks could go on for days. 

Q. Don't you know of many instances of 
people whose family might have been -- was 
antagonistic to Scientology who were told that 
they could not continue auditing for that 
reason? 

A. It's -- it seems likely. Probably at 
a junior level in the organization. 

Q. And when you say that L. Ron Hubbard 
continued to get auditing, did he audit 
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himself? 


A. Yeah, and other people audited him. 

Q. And did he have an auditing room on 
the Apollo? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did he spend hours a day auditing 
himself or being audited, to your knowledge? 

A. Well, there would be -- there 
certainly would be times when it was indicated 
to us that he was in session. 

Q. And did you know any of the people who 
audited LRH ? 


A. Yes. 

Q. And who were they? 

A. Lucy Melzareck, Paulette Cohen, David 
Mayo, Quinten Hubbard, that's -- 

Q. When LRH audited himself, did he use 
an E-meter, to your knowledge? 

A. Come on. 

Q. You don't know? 

A. I was never in his auditing sessions. 

Q. When you talked with others about 
auditing, did you find out whether he used an 
E-meter himself? 
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A. I saw once when he had a great deal of 
difficulty operating an E-meter, I don't know. 

Q. You saw him try to audit somebody else? 

A. Well, no, he was trying to get a -- he 
was going to get an FN on himself. We were 
shooting movies and you were supposed to get a 
floating needle, and he had this wildly high 
TA, and he, you know, used to shake a lot and 
he couldn't operate it. 

Q. Nov;, you said that if -- you said 
earlier that if you were dissatisfied with 
conditions on the ship you might be off-loaded 
or beached; is that correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. What does off-loaded mean? 

A. It means shipped home. 

Q. And the Church v/ould send somebody who 
was dissatisfied home to the United States? 

A. Wherever they came from. 

Q. Do you know anybody that happened to? 

A. Boy, I have to think now. I mean, it 
was real rare when anyone ever protested. 

I'll have to think about who. 

Q. All right. When you were in the GO — 
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were you in the GO, first of all? 

A. Yeah . 

Q. What years were you in the GO? 

A. 1975. 

Q. And is it true that the GO was an 
umbrella organization that dealt generally 
with Scientology’s relationship to the outside 
world in different aspects? 

A. The outside world. Certainly in part. 

Q. And when you were in the GO, was there 

a sentiment that governments were not 
permitting Scientology to exist freely? 

A. I don't recall that being an issue 
when I was in the GO at all. 

Q. Isn't it a fact that in the GO, people 

thought of the government's — the United 
States government and other governments as 
being hostile to Scientology? 

A. Oh, yeah — well, in and out of the GO. 

Q. And isn't it a fact that the 
government of the United States was very 
hostile to Scientology in the '70s? 

A. No, that's false. 

Q. When you were in the GO, did you hear 
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about the FDA raid that seized thousands of 
Scientology books? Did you ever hear of that 
raid? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did you hear that those books had 
to be returned to the Church because of a 
court order? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did you hear when you were in the 

mid '70s in Scientology that Scientology had 
attained a.place on Nixon's enemy list? 

A. I think that that was definitely 
mentioned, yep. 

Q. And did you hear that Scientology had 
attained a place on the IRS enemy's list? 

A. Well, that's the current line about 
the IRS. I don't know if that was it then. 

But certainly the IRS was a big item. 

Goldmine -- operation Goldmine had to do with 
the IRS and taxes. 

Q. Did you hear, when you were in the GO, 
about government surveillance of Scientology 
including sending agents into confessionals, 
government agents? 

EYAL Reporting Service 

468 Commercial Street Boston, Mass. 02109 
723-9432 




1 

JL 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1 3 

1 4 

1 5 

16 

1 7 

18 

1 S 

20 

21 

2 2 

23 

2 4 


237 


A. Well, that is information which is 
promulgated by the guardian's office. That 
was not the part that I was involved in while 
I was in the GO, but I have heard those 
allegations certainly prior to my being in the 
GO and afterwards. 

Q. Were members of the GO upset that the 
government might be surveilling them? 

A. No member of the GO ever expressed any 
upset about that. 

Q. Was there any concern about LRH's 
security from assassanation or other kind of 
violence that was expressed to you? 

A. The only concern about LRH's security 
was — had to do with service of process and 
avoidance of subpoena. Those — that was the 
area in which I was drilled and trained on the 
ship and thereafter. 

Q. Were you ever involved in the citizen's 
committee for human rights? 

A . No . 

Q. Was that a part of the GO? 

A. yes. 

Q. Do you know whether a considerable 
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amount of resources in the Church of 
Scientology was spent on exposing conditions 
in mental institutions? 

A. You say a considerable? I'd say no. 

Q. Did the Church of Scientology spend 
resources to expose conditions in mental 
institutions? 

A. There may be some, yes. 

Q. Did the Church of Scientology spend 
money to expose instances of psycho surgery in 
mental institutions? 

A. You guys are jokers. 

Q. Is that true? 

A. There may -- whether or not they 

exposed it, I would hesitate to use the word 

expose. They certainly made a big issue of it. 

Q. And did the Church of Scientology make 
a big issue of electroshock therapy that was 
going on in mental institutions? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And did the Church of Scientology and 
the GO make a big issue of the CIA doing 
experiments on unwitting civilians? 

A. Sounds familiar, doesn't it? 
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(A recess was taken.) 

Q. I was asking you a little bit about 
other GO activities from other branches of the 
GO, and I think where I left off is isn't it 
true that the Church of Scientology exposed 
CIA experiments on unwitting civilians? 

Didn't the GO do that? 

A. Again, I hesitate to use the word 


exposed, but 

they 

certainly 

did 

make an issue 

of it. 





Q. And 

didn ' t 

they use 

the 

freedom of 

information 

act to 

discover 

all 

sorts of 


activities, experiments on unwitting civilians, 
if you know? 

A. I thought they stole all those 
documents out of government files. 

Q. Do you know whether the Church of 
Scientology used the freedom of information 
act? 

A. Yeah, they did. 

Q. Did they use it quite a bit? 

A. Yeah, they d id . 

Q. And didn't they expose germ warfare 

experiments on unwitting people in bus 
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stations and airports, subways? 

A. They made an issue of it, diversionary 
issue. 

Q. And didn't they expose conditions in 
South African work camps? 

A. As a diversionary issue. 

Q. Whatever the motive, isn't it a fact 
that they exposed ten years ago, that the GO 
exposed slave camps in South Africa that were 
mascarading as mental hospitals? Isn't that 
true? 

A. I can't testify to that. 

Q. Do you know about their work in south 
Africa at all, the GO work? 

A. I've read something about it. 

Q. And isn't it a fact that the Scien- — 
that when the Scientology newspaper in South 
Africa exposed and took pictures of slave 
camps in South Africa, that the government 
banned it? 


A. They banned the newspaper? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I don't have any information. 

Q. Now, while you were on the Apollo you 
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were kicked out of various ports; isn't that 
correct? 

A . Co r r ec t . 

Q. Can you name them? 

A. Morocco, Portugal, Spain, Barbados, 
Trinidad. 

Q. And this was over how many years, or 
year, or months? 

A. A year. 

Q. In the course of that year when the 
Church — when the Apollo was kicked out of 
Morocco, Portugal, Spain — 

A. Morocco was earlier, '72. 

Q. Okay. Was there any action that the 
Apollo or people on it had taken against any 
of these ports, these countries, other than 
disguising their identity? 

A. The accumulation of intelligence 
information. 

Q. You mean obtaining data from those 
countries? 

A. Yeah. I mean, we had intelligence 
files on board. It was — we had an 
intelligence bureau. I was in intelligence 
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throughout the Caribbean. 

Q. So other than collecting these files 
and hiding your identity, was there any action 
that any of these countries took — the Apollo 
took against any of these countries which 
threw them out? 


A. No, that was it. They knew we were an 
intelligence operation. They suspected we 
were the CIA. They erred. But that was the 
reason why. 

Q. And by intelligence files, you mean 
research would be done into aspects of the 
country — 

A. Yeah. 


Q. — and placed in a file. 
A. Correct. 


Q. Okay. Now, in the RPF, what -- did 
you see Tonja Burden on a regular basis in the 


RPF? 


A. Yeah. I would have seen her in, you 
know, at least to see her every day. 

Q. And that was from August '77 to 
November 'll, was it not? 

A. Is that when she came — went into the 
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RPF, August '77? 

Q. I believe so. 

A. Okay. If that's when, then during 

that period I would have seen her. 

Q. Okay. When she was there you were in 
charge of the RPF; correct? 

A. In a sense . 

Q. Were you the highest officer in the 

RPF? 

A. Well, I had the post called bosun 
emeritus and I was not the functioning bosun. 
The reason being, I had been in the RPF for so 
long, and I'd gone — I had a twin, Andre 
Clavel, who he — in 1976 Hubbard took out of 
the RPF all of the auditors regardless of 
their assignment to the RPF. They were making 
lots of money at the time, and he took them 
out of the RPF. 

Andre was my twin, and hence I 
couldn't get out of the RPF because my twin 
wasn't in it. And you couldn't get out unless 
your twin was — would audit you. So I had a 
catch-22 situation, and Andre, of course, on 
the outside, was working all the time. So we 
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rarely ever had a chance to audit which was 
required to get out of the RPF. 

So — and then along came the fire, I 
think, in May of '77, and thereafter for 
several months there was no auditing at all 
and we just worked day in and day out to save 
the files and clean up the mess and that sort 
of thing. So — 


Q. prior to the fire, how much time would 
be spent auditing? 

A. Well, you were supposed to get five 
hours a day of co-auditing, you and your twin. 
But in my case, because Andre was out in the 
auditing, money paying people coming to Flag, 
we rarely got a chance to audit. So if he 
ever got any time off, we'd audit. 

So, in any case, I'd been in the RPF 
so long I was the founding father of the damn 
thing. And so I had this post where I was not 
actively involved except on an advisory 
capacity in the running of the RPF. And 
throughout the last little while, Andre and I 
just audited, because I had -- I couldn't get 
my five hours a day, I used to work all the 
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time. 

So back to your original question, I 
would see Tonja at musters, and although I had 
this position which was slightly off to the 
side because I was auditing most of the time, 
you know, I was being what I am, I had this 
post and Larry Price actually ran the RPF, but 
I was there, you know, kind of off to the side 
a little bit. It was just a set of 
circumstances which necessitated that type of 
arrangement. 

Q. Well, is it true that when you were in 
the RPF you saw thousands of hours of auditing 
and never heard anybody screaming while 
undertaking auditing? 

A. Well, you know, to say that I saw 
thousands of hours, when we were in the RPF, 
they didn't audit in rooms. We had these 
areas which were sometimes separated by sheets 
and sometimes not, and people audited. So I 
could say that I was able to observe all this 
auditing. It was not -- of course it wasn't 
true. 

Q. Well, you didn't participate in those 
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thousands of hours, but you were able to, in 
that situation, hear if there was any 
screaming going on; correct? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And you didn't hear any screaming, did 

you? 

A. There was -- Dan Auerbach flipped out 
a few times. He was a guy who was in the RPF 
and he would sometimes flip out. There was 
one person -- 

Q. What do you mean by "flip out"? 

A. Go crazy, just start screaming and 
ranting and raving. He would go, they say in 
there, type three. There was another woman, I 
forget her name, someone who was locked up in 
the basement of the building, and she was 
clearly psychotic and they locked her up in a 
bath room. 

Q. But it is true that you, in this open 
space with partitions at best, you were able 
to observe thousands of hours of auditing 
super ficially. 

A. Superficially, yeah. Enough so that I 
could -- that they could slip that into an 
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affidavit. Let me see, how many hours here? 

Q. Well, it's true, isn't it, that you 
observed thousands of hours of auditing and 
maybe heard one scream? Isn't that what you 
just said? 

A. It said 20,000. 

Q. Wasn't this a true statement that you 
told the interviewer? 


A. Yeah. People did not scream as a rule, 
that's true. 


Q. What you told the interviewer here, he 
said, "He observed about 5,000 hours of 
auditing and maybe heard one scream." That 
was a true statement; right? 

A. Well, the maybe, I suppose, qualifies 
it so I can get away with it. 

Q. But you don't know of any other 
screams than the one you told us? 

A. No. The one, Dan Auerbach. 

Q. That's it -- 

A. No, one a few times. 

Q. Was it true when you said no one was 
ever forced to undergo auditing? 


A. No. 
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Q. Did you ever force somebody to undergo 
auditing in the RPF? 

A. I was forced. Couldn't go out of the 
RPF unless you were audited. You could not 
get out. You couldn't leave unless you were 
sec checked. Lots of -- anyone who asked to 
leave, bang, send them down, sec check then, 
and they were imprisoned. There was no way 
out. They were kept under guard. Now, you 
could say well, some of them were even 
physically held, you know, we had -- 

Q. Who was physically held? 

A. Dan Auerbach was physically held. 

Q. For how long? 

A. I don't know. Jorge Pedrosa was 

physically held. People were kept under guard. 

Q. Did you ever see Tonja physically held? 

A. I don't -- no, I don't think so. 

Q. On this GO project, I have one other 
question. The citizens committee for human 
rights, were you aware when you were in the GO 
of efforts to expose former Natzis who were in 
charge of Inter Pol? 

A. Judge Breckinridge, right? 
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Q. No, I just asked whether you were 
familiar with GO projects to expose Natzis who 
were in places such as the presidency of Inter 
Pol even as late as the '70s. 

A. Yeah, I heard that in probably 197- — 
early '70s, so that's been a big story of -- 
as Hebrew would say, it's old news, but never — 

Q. Well, I'm talking about '70s, though. 
Isn't it a fact that the Church of Scientology 
devoted substantial resources to Natzi hunting 
in the early '70s, in the middle '70s? 

A. I don't think so. I think that you 
got them mixed up with Simon Wiesenthal. 

Q. Didn't the Church of Scientology 
expose that the president of Inter Pol had 
been a high Natzi official? 

A. Wasn't he? Jean Nepote? 

Q. Do you know whether this is true or 

not? 

A. I've heard the story. I don't know 
for a fact. I don't know if they did it or 
someone else or if indeed it's true. I know 
the allegation Hebert made on TV about Judge 
Breckinridge, one of the more slimy acts in 
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Scientology's history. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Move to 

strike as non-responsive. 

Q. In Florida when you were in there with 
Tonja Burden in Florida in 1976 and 1977, did 
Tonja Burden have access to a swimming pool? 

A. No, she didn't. 

Q. She never went swimming in a swimming 
pool ? 

A. When I knew Tonja? 

Q. Uh-huh (affirmative response). 

A. Where? 

Q. In Florida. 

A. We were in the RPF. I don't think 

there was any swimming then. 

Q. What about at the UCE? 

A. Well, UCE, that's a whole different 

story, that's real likely. 

Q. She had access to a swimming pool in 

the UCE? 

A. Yes . 

Q. And did she have access to the beach 

in the UCE? 

A. I don't — you know, we were some 
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distance from the beach. 

Q. Do you know whether Tonja went 
swimming when she was in the UCE on a regular 
basis? 

A. She — no, I don't know. 

Q. Do you know whether she ever went 
s wimming ? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Do you know if she ever went roller 
skating? 

A. I don't know. 

Q. Would she have been permitted to go 

roller skating? 

A. Well, she would have got one day off 
every two weeks. So during that time she, you 
know, provided her stats were up and provided 
she wasn't in the RPF, of course, she would 
have been able to do that sort of thing, yes. 

Q. Did the minors in the Church in 
Florida ever register for public school in 
Clearwater? 

A. I think they did at some point. 

Q. Do you know whether Tonja Burden did? 

A. How, let me think. Well, she 
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definitely was not in school when she was down 
at UCE. 

Q. Were there tutors arranged for the 
minors at UCE? 

A. No. 

Q. Was there somebody named Richard Cohen 
that you ever knew? 

A. Yeah, but that wasn't UCE. Well, let 
me think. I never saw whatever Richard Cohen 
did. I know that the -- 

Q. Well, you knew that he was a teacher, 

did you not? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you know him on the Apollo? 

A. Yeah . 

Q. Did he teach classes on the Apollo? 

A. He may have. You know, the Apollo was 

a similar situation. There was no standard 
education curriculum for the kids. 

Q. And on the Apollo, though, didn't 
Richard Cohen teach classes in vocabulary and 
arithmetic and the like for the minors? 

A. He may have. For a brief period he 
may have. 
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Q. And how do you know that it was a 

brief period? 

A. Rich Cohen did other things. 

Q. How do you know that he didn't do it 

for his entire time on the Apollo? 

A. (No response.) 

Q. Isn't it a fact that you don’t know 
how long he taught his classes on the Apollo? 

A. Well, I remember Rich as an auditor on 
the Apollo. 

Q. But you also know that Rich Cohen 

taught some classes for some time on the 
Apollo; correct? 

A. Yeah. Well, he was a supervisor, 

certainly. 

Q. And do you know that he had an 
accredited teacher in the state of New York? 

A. Nope. 

Q. And do you have any idea how long 
these classes ran on the Apollo? 

A. Nope. 

Q. And did Rich Cohen move to Florida 
when the Apollo — when the people on the 
Apollo went to Florida? 
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A. Yep. 

Q. And didn't he continue his classes in 
Florida until the move was made to the Fort 
Harr ison? 

A. At Daytona . 

Q . Right. 

A. That may be . 

Q. And when the Fort Harrison move 
occurred, weren't all the minors enrolled in 
public schools in Clearwater? 

A. Well, some of them certainly. 

Q. You don't know whether Tonja was 
though, or not, right? 

A. Well, Tonja was not when she was out 
working with me, I can tell you that. 

Q. That's at the UCE? 

A. Correct. 

Q. But they didn't register at Clearwater 
until the move from the UCE to the Fort 
Harrison; correct? 

A. What's that? 

Q. Didn't she move from UCE to the Fort 
Harrison at some point? 

A. After my assignment to the RPF. 
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Q. And — 

A. or around that date. 

Q. All right. And at the UCE you say 
there may have been tutoring going on. 

A. You know, if it was, you know, Tonja 
worked a full shift with me, so she was not 
attending a full day of school, that's for 
sure. 


Q. But you don't have any information 
that she wasn't attending classes on the 
Apollo or in Florida. You can't testify that 
she wasn't attending classes, can you? 

A. During the time when she was with me, 
she was not. 

Q. Right. But during the time she wasn't 
with you day-to-day you can't tell us. 

A. That's correct. When she was in the 
RPF she was not. 

Q. What was a full shift? 


A. With me? 

Q. Yeah. 

A. Well, Tonja put in more hours than 
anyone else in the external comm, so it would 
have -- she would have spent eight hours. 
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Q. And that was the maximum of all the 
messengers in the UCE? 

A. That would be about the most. 

Q. And other than that eight hours, you 
don’t have any firsthand knowledge of what she 
was doing with the other 15 hours of the day. 

A. Correct. 

Q. Nov/, did people on the Apollo learn a 
language? Learn different languages in the 
course of their travels? 

A. No . 

Q. Did you ever learn a second language? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What language? 

A. I picked up a smattering of Portugese 
and French and Spanish. 

Q. And this was from your exposure to the 
different countries while you were on the 
Apollo? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Were there any people teaching 

language even informally on the Apollo? 

A. No one that I ever saw. You know, I - 
I fumbled by, and I was Hubbard's translator, 
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so you could imagine — 

Q. Were there bands on the Apollo? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. People played and learned music while 
they were on the Apollo? 

A. Well, people played. Whether or not 
they learned music, I don't think anyone came 
into the band who did not know music in 
advance of that. They were all musicians 
beforehand. 

Q. And how many bands were there on the 
Apollo during the time you were there? 

A. Perhaps five. 

Q. And were there concerts? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And were there parties on the boat? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And was there a week-long party around 
New Year's? 

A. No . 

Q. Was there a party around New Year's or 
Christmas? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How long did that party go? 
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A. You know, I don't know, four or five 
hour s maybe. 

Q. And was there any special time off 
from Christmas to New Years? 

A. What time period are you looking at? 

Q. During the '73 to '76. 

A. Generally everyone got off Christmas 
and New Year's. Some people were allowed a 
day for shopping. Often there was one more 
day in there as well. So really depended on 
the individual, the condition, whether or not 
their stats were up. Some people never got 
any time off. 

Q. Have you ever heard of a several-day 
party on the Apollo around that time? 

A. Never happened. 

Q. Did you learn any navigational skills 
or shipping skills while you were on the 
Apollo? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you learn any carpentry or 
renovation skills in your time in Scientology? 

A. Well, I suppose I couldn't help but 
pick up something. 
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Q • 

Weren't you in charge of a renovation? 

A. 

Oh, yeah, I was in charge of it. 

Q. 

And didn't you learn some skills in 


renovating when you were in charge of it? 

A. Well, like I say, I couldn't — if 
you're thrown into a job, you couldn't help 
but pick something up. But did I become 
proficient at it? No. 

Q. Did you learn anything about 
photography while you were in the Church? 

A. I learned something, yes. Did I 
become proficient at it? Did it become 
marketable skill? No. 


Q. 

How many countries would you say you 

saw or 

visited while you were on the ship? 

A. 

12 . 

Q. 

Do you value that experience to the 

extent 

of seeing those countries? 

A. 

Should have been valuable. There may 


be a time when it is valuable. All it means 


now is 

my destruction. 

Q. 

Did Tonja Burden describe to you -- 

s t r ike 

that. You didn't have contact with 


Tonja Burden from the time she left 
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Scientology until about two months ago; is 
that true? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And when you talked with Tonja Burden 
most recently or in any of the conversations 
the last two months, did she describe to you 
any injuries she had suffered that she 
attributes to Scientology? 

A. Never discussed it. 


Q. 

Did she 

tell 

you how 

she was? 


A. 

I don't 

know 

if I ever asked. 

other 

than, 

you know, 

"How 

are you 

doing?" 

"I'm 


okay," the instant answer. 

Q. In your conversation, did you detect 

anything unusual about her communication 
skills with you? 

A. I don't think. She sounded a lot like 

the old Tonja I knew. 

Q. And would you describe the old Tonja 
you knew? 

A. A little innocent girl. 

Q. Would you describe Tonja as an 
intelligent girl? 

A. Ingenuous. 
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Q. Would you describe her as a trusting 
per son? 

A. Trusting? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Yeah, she's probably trusting. I 
don't know. She didn't even trust it was me 
who was calling her, though, so she had to 
confirm with the others in the office. She 
called back a few minutes later to see if I 
was, indeed who I was and if I could be 
trusted. So, you know, it’s had its effects 
on her. 

Q. Would you describe the Tonja you knew 
as a somewhat cocky person? 

A. I don't know if cocky's the right word. 

Q. Was there something that people would - 

A. No, not cocky like arrogant. She 
wasn't like that. She was overwhelmed. 

That's how she was. 

Q. Was there — did she have some kind of 
a carefree attitude when she was — when you 
knew her on the Apollo? 

A. Well, that was the very near -- no, 
you know, here is a little girl -- she was -- 
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how can — you've seen the way I describe it. 
She'd break into tears. Was that a carefree 
person? No. She had the weight of the world 

on her shoulders. She had the veneer, 
occasionally, of being carefree but, you know, 
that whole — Scientology didn't help her. 

Q. Is it true that she refused to obey 
many orders when she was on the Apollo? 

A. I don't believe that at all. I think 
she tried in her own way to be as compliant as 
possible. She wanted to be good and strong 
and helpful. She was way over her head. 

Q. She wanted to be there when she was 
there, didn't she? She wanted to be in the 
CMO, didn’t she? 

MR. TABB: Asked and 

answered. 

THE WITNESS: Yeah. 

MR. BLUMENSON: I don't 

believe so. 

MR. TABB: Yeah, we went 

through this. 

A. I know that she asked to be in it. 

But after awhile, you know, that isn't the way 
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it works inside that organization. You don't - 
after awhile you don't make choices, you just 
go along. You're a trained dog, smart, smart 
dog, but, you know, you just don't make 
cho ices. 

Q. Did she — after she was refused 
immediate entrance in the CMO, did she try to 
get in the CMO, to your knowledge? 

A. You know something I don't. I don't 
know anything about her being refused. 

Q. Okay. Do you think that — people who 
want to be in the CMO who you describe as 
smart dogs, do you think they should have the 
freedom to choose to be in the CMO if they 
want to be? 

A. I think that they should be given -- 
yeah, they should be given all the information. 
They should be given the facts. They 
shouldn't be -- they should not be deluded. 

They shouldn't be given promises the 
organizations can't come through on. 

Q. Do you knov; anything about the 
promises that were made to Tonja Burden? 

A. The same promises that were made to 
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ever yone . 

Q. Do you have any firsthand knowledge of 
what was said to her? 

A. No . 

Q. You didn’t see a single representation 
said to her, did you? 

A. I've seen a wealth of promises, a lot 
of things. 

Q. Did you see any representations made 
to her about the Church or her employment? 

A. No . 

Q. Or the terms of her being a staff 
member? 


A. No . 

Q. The only thing you know about 
representations is what Tonja might have read 
if she's read the particular books you've read; 
isn't that correct? 

A. Correct. I don't know what Tonja read, 
I don't know what she was shown, I don't know 
what was said to her. 

Q. Did she read in her spare time? Did 
she pick up books and read them? 

A. She may have, I don't have a 
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recollection of that. 

Q. Do you have any recollection of what 
her hobbies or interests were? 

A. She probably liked boys. 

Q. How many minors v/ere on the ship? 

A. Oh, not that many. There was -- when 
you're talking about minors, under 21? 

Q. Under 18. 

A. Under 18? Probably six or eight. 
Maybe more. You know, there were some other ■ 
there was a few little kids. 

Q. Do you know of any incident of 
discipline of Tonja Burden while she was on 
the Apollo? 


A. Not — I can't say specific, but I 
know that she w as in trouble on occasion, 
because she would get in trouble for cleaning 
goofs and that sort of thing. So I knew that 
she was in trouble, but I can't tell you the 
specific instance or what it was. 

Q. And you can't tell us any specific 
method of discipline that was used on her that 
you'd have any firsthand knowledge of. 

MR. TABB: On the Apollo 
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we're talking about. 

MR. BLUMENSON: On the 

Apo1lo . 

A. I can't. Again, I know it would have 
been ethics conditions or longer hours or 
menial tasks, amends, but I can't — I have no 
recollection of exactly what those were. 

Q. What would a menial task be? 'Would 
amends include menial tasks? Is that what 
amend s are? 

A. Well, but amends are over and above. 
You know, she's already working long hours and 
she gets assigned a condition which just adds 
more hours on which, you know — you can't go 
to study, and you can't have any auditing, and 
you can't have any free time, and you can't 
get any liberties until you've worked under 
those conditions. And often it's ten, 15, 25, 

50 hours. So you could imagine if you're 
already working a full schedule how long it 
takes to do that. 

Q. Bo you have any specific knowledge of 
a particular amends project or discipline that 
she was actually required to undergo on the 
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ship? 

A. No specific knowledge. I know that 
she was in conditions, but I can't tell you 
for what, can't tell you how long, I can't 
tell you the number of hours of amends, I 
can't tell you how long it took her to do it. 

Q. How do you know that she was in 
conditions ? 

A. Well, because I was around the CHO 
enough to know, to see Tonja. She cleaned 
Terry's room. 

Q. Was she close to Terry? 

A. I think she would have liked to be. 

Q. And was there a reason why she 

could n't be? 

A. Well, because nobody got close to 
anybody in there, you know, it was always -- 
Terry was a senior, so, you know, how close 
can you get to someone who can punish you at 
any time or doesn't have any time to spend 
with you in any case. 

Q. Do you know if Terry liked Tonja? 

A. Terry probably did. 

Q. Do you know if Terry cared about Tonja? 
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A. Within whatever the rules in the sea 
org and the rules in the CMO and the time 
constraints and the generally suppressive 
atmosphere which pervaded the whole of the sea 
org, within those constraints, I think that 
Terry probably did like Tonja. 

Q. Now, in talking about those 
constraints, can you give us any instance in 
which Terry abused or maltreated Tonja? 

A. I think that the whole sea org process 
was an abuse of Tonja. 

Q. Can you give us any specific instance 
of an abuse of Tonja? 

A. Can't. 

Q. And Terry, who you're referring to, 
was your wife at the time; correct? 

A. Correct. 

Q. And who were Tonja's closest friends 
on the ship? 

A. Boy, I think she was close to Julie 
Caetano, maybe — what's her name? Valerie 
Schoamer, maybe, you know, I -- 

Q. Who was Tonja's direct superior on the 
ship? 
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A. I think Dorsne for at least a month of 
that time was in charge of the EPF, that is 
the CMO EPF, being the estates project force. 
They are the people who did all the menial 
tasks, the cleaning and that sort of thing, 
and Dorene was over top of that group at least 
part of the time. 

Q. Any other superiors? 

A. Well, her superiors would have changed 
depending on what watch she was on. So on a 
watch, she would have a senior, and then in 
the EPF she would have had a senior. So 
Dorene certainly a lot of the time. 

Q. V7ho was the overall supervisor of the 

EPF? 

A. CMO EPF? 

Q. Yeah, while Tonja was in it. 

A. I guess the overall in charge under 
Hubbard was Terry. 

Q. Your wife. 

A. Right. She was the head of it the 

whole time we were on the ship. She remained 
the CO of the CMO right up until Hubbard 
assigned us to the RPF in July '76. 
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Q. Do you know -- strike that. Do you 

know of any instance in which Tonja Burden was 

beaten by anyone? 

A. I don't think so. 

Q. Do you know of any instance in which 

any kind of weapon was used against her? 

A. I don't know of any. 

Q. Do you know of any instance in which 

she was dragged against her will somewhere she 
didn't want to be, physically? 

A. Oh, dragged? 

Q. Manhandled? 

A. No, I have no firsthand knowledge. 

Q. Do you have secondhand knowledge of an 
instance where she was manhandled? 

A. I remember hearing something about her 

falling asleep or something like that. 

Q. Is that the totality of your memory? 

A. Falling asleep and being yanked around 
by her hair, or something like that. She may 
know about it, I don't. 

MR. BLUMENSON: Okay. It's 

5 o'clock, so let's break till 10 tomorrow. 

(Whereupon the deposition 
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was adjourned at 5:00 
Tuesday, February 11, 


p.m. to reconvene 
1986, at 10:00 a . in . ) 
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COMMONWEALTH_0F_ MASSA CHU SET TS 
COUNTY OF SUFFOLK 


I, Julie A. Eloomingdale, Registered 
Professional Reporter in and for the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts/ do hereby 
certify that the foregoing deposition of 
Gerald Armstrong was taken before me on 
February 10, 1986. 

The said witness was duly sworn before 
the commencement of his testimony; that the 
said testimony was taken stenographically by 
myself and then transcribed. To the best of 
my knowledge, the within transcript is a true 
and accurate record of said testimony. 

I am not connected by blood or 
marriage with any of the said parties, nor 
interested directly or indirectly in the 
matter in controversy. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto 
set my hand this day of February, 1936. 
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DIRECT CONTROL AND/OR DIRECTION OF THE 
CERTIFYING REPORTER. 
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CERTIFICATE 
(To be signed by Deponent) 

itg and that, to the best^Jof 


I, the undersigne d _do hereby certify 

f that I have read the foregoing and that, to the best<?of my knowledge, said 

deposition is true and accurate (with the exception of the following correctioi 
listed below): 
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